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road. Looks like bbmp officials lack that.
#BBMP #whitetopping #blrtraffic

AMAJORBREACH Adarsh Palm Retreat, a gated community, releasing waste water into lake
for past seven years despite notices from the Karnataka State Pollution Control Board

Ace Realtor Poliuting
Lake in Devara’halli

Akshatha.M@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: As Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) at-
tempts to rejuvenate a chain of lakes
leading to Bellandur lake, an upmar-
ket, gated community along the IT
corridor on Quter Ring Road has
emerged as a major culprit polluting
the nearby Devarabeesanahalli lake.

Adarsh Palm Retreat, according to
lake conservation experts, has been
releasing waste water into
Devarabeesanahalli lake for the past
seven years despite notices from the
Karnataka State Pollution Control
Board (KSPCB), which ET has seen.
The community, spread over 100
acres, is home to an elite neighbour-
hood of entrepreneurs, retired civil
servants and senior corporate exec-
utives.

Theproblem ismore widespread. In
August, KSPCB issued notices to
more than 500 industrial and apart-
ment complexes in the catchment
area of Bellandur and Varthur lakes
for not complying with sewage treat-
mentnorms. Thiswas donefollowing
the National Green Tribunal’s direc-
tivetorevive Bellandurlake, which is
on the verge of destruction.
Devarabeesanahalli lake is a part of
the Bellandur lake catchment.

Adarsh Developers obtained
Consent for Establishment (CfE) li-
cencesfrom KSPCBin 2006and 2007 to
construct a common sewage treat-
ment plant for 11 projects in'/Adarsh
Palm Retreat. It constructed the STP
on a plot between the layout and
Devarabeesanahalli village, afewme-
tresfrom Devarabeesanahallilake.

Residentsbegan occupying Adarsh
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60-70% of Séwage from Adarsh: Expert

* Adarsh Developers got KSPCB nod in
2006 and 2007 to constructa
common sewage treatment plant for
its 11 projects

* Therealtor constructed the STPon
aplot between the layout and
Devarabeesanahalli village, afew
metres from the lake

* Residents moved inin 2010 but the
developer did not get licences for
running the common STP until
September this year

¢ Buildings cannot be occupied or
operate sewage treatment plants
without the Karnataka State
Pollution Control Board's nod

* KSPCB issued several notices,
including a show-cause notice, to the
developer between 2015 and 2017
for flouting its norms

@ The STP was defunct
when| visited in the
first week of November,
I have also got feedback
from people that they
have never seen it func-
tion. I have estimated

that of the 2 MLD (mil-
lionlitres per day) of
sewage that flows in De-
varabeesanahalli lake,
60-70% is from Adarsh

TVRAMACHANDRA,

lISc Centre for Ecological Sciences

Operation (CfO) licences for run-
ning the common STP until
September this year.

Buildings cannot be occupied or
operate STPs without a CfO from
the pollution control board.
Documents available with ET re-
veal that KSPCB issued several no-
tices, including a show-cause no-
tice, to the developer between 2015
and 2017 for not complying with its
norms. It was only after ahearing in
July that Adarsh Developers ap-
plied for CfO, receiving the licences
from KSPCB two months later.

As per 11 separate CfOs issued by
KSPCB, acommon STP witha capac-
ity to treat 1.35 MLD (million litres
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flats) and 268 villas. Another private
STP with 1.5-MLD capacity is meant
to treat sewage from other newer
projects within Adarsh Palm Retreat.

“The STP was defunct when I visit-
ed in the first week of November,”
said T V Ramachandra, professor at
the Indian Institute of Science’s
Centre for Ecological Sciences. “I
have also got feedback from people
that they have never seen it function.
I'have estimated that of the 2 MLLD
(millionlitres per day) of sewage that
flows in Devarabeesanahalli lake, 60-
70% isfrom Adarsh.”

In March, a team from Eco
Paradigm, a sustainable solutions
consultation agency, which inspected

BM Jayeshankar, chairman of
Adarsh Developers, refuted the alle-
gations. He said the common STP
was established to treat sewage from
Adarsh Palm Retreat as well as
Devarabeesanahalli village. “Until
2006, Devarabeesanahalli village had
no STP and sewage used to flow into
the lake. Based on the request of the
villagers and the panchayat, we es-
tablished the ‘STP at our cost.
Bellandur Gram Panchayat made a
resolution on November27, 2006 to al-
low us to put up the STP,” he said.

When asked fora copy of the resolu-
tion, he said it was missing. He also
said that sewage was treated as per
KSPCB norms and the effluent was
used for landscaping.

Residents of Adarsh Palm Retreat
refused to comment on the matter.

Another issue in all this is that the
common STP of 1.35-MLD capacity
is possibly built on government
land without records of permis-
sion. HS Nagaraj, assistant revenue
officer of Marathahalli, said the
property on which the common STP
stands belonged to erstwhile
Bellandur Gram Panchayat.

BBMP has no documents to estab-
lish that the land on which the com-
mon STP stands was transferred to
Adarsh Developers.

“We grant permission (for STPs)
under the assumption that the land
belongs to the developer: Land own-
ership verification is not a part of
issuing consent,” an officer with
KSPCBsaid.

Veerabhadra Swamy, joint com-
missioner, BBMP, Bommanahalli
zone, pleaded ignorance. “If it is
government land, then the district
administration has to survev and

unteer filmmakers
various social chall
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COUNTDOWN BEGINS

BMTCto Display
Real-time Data o
Buses at Stations

Information will also be beamed at
metro stations about feeder buses

i

boards,” aBMTC official

The transport utility o
about 150 shuttle servie
and to different metro s
making over 2,000 tripsa
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Bengaluru: City commuters
who end up waiting in bus stops

with no clue about bus arrivals BMTCMD V Ponnuraj
have some good news. The facility would be extend
Bengaluru Metropolitan the6,000-odd roadside b

Transport Corporation (BMTC)
has taken steps to provide real-
time information on bus tim-
ings at major bus and all metro

ters if the Bruhat Ben
Mahanagara Palike (1
gives the necessary p
sions.“The BBMP owns'

stations. shelters and we have wr'
Called the Passenger Info- them seeking permissi

rmation System, data on route  said.

numbers and arrivals will be

beamed on 55-inch display pan- - FIRST EFFORf NOTA

els. Given traffic congestion in
the city and arbitrary cancella-
tion of biicee the real-titme it

Although BMTC



