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Semi-high speed train between
Chennai and Bengaluru can
reduce travel time between two
cities to less than 3 hours.
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I VisitThis | Play

German theatre company Familie Floz, known for using
farce and masks for stage productions, is performing
its debut show in India. Hotel Paradiso is a play where
an old lady runs a hotel with the promise that it will
cure people’s physical and mental pain. The old lady’s
children, the maid and the chef have their own hidden
agendas and when a corpse is discovered in the hotel,
everyone believes the place will shut down. The dark
comedy uses scathing humour to depict the farces in
life. At Chowdiah Memorial Hall, today, at 4 pm and

8 pm. Tickets are priced between 3750 and 2,000

FAIRY LIGHTS? Prolonged exposure to light at night can affect tree growth and natural cycles of birds and other creatures

Light Pollution, the Latest Dark Spot on Celebrations

Nirupama.V@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Around this time every
year, there ismuch talk about air pol-
lution and noise pollution caused by
Diwali celebrations. Experts, how-
ever, believe it is high time we recog-
nised and contained light pollution.

As the city gets electrically lit up
for Diwali, the shift from clay lamps
toartificial festive lights isleavinga
large footprint. Light pollution,
where the night sky is not dark any-
more due to excessive artificial
lights, is the most visible repercus-
sion.

Tiny light bulbs strung together —
called serial lights or fairy lights —

wereoncerestricted toweddinghalls
and gala events but have become
commonplace, with cheap variants
(often imported from China)flooding
themarkets.

Thelarger impli-
] cations of wast-
Experts say ing electricity is

itis hightime pointed out by
werecognised ecologist TV
and contained Ramachandra of
light pollution the IISc. “It is not
sensible to waste
electricity in lighting up buildings
fordays when thestatehasanenergy
crisis,” hesays. “Arrogant exhibitive
behaviour” ishow he describes it.
Fairy lights are the electric version
of thousand-walasand ten-thousand-

walas—longstringsof crackersthat
areset off, often asan announcement
of one’s “arrival”. One Bengalurean
called the display of lights in her
apartment complex “vulgar, over-
poweringand near-nauseating”.

Humans are not the only beings
who might find lights unbearable.
Science has long proved that pro-
longed exposure to light at night can
affect the growth of trees and the
natural cycles of birds and other
creatures.

“We arelooking at everything from
an anthropocentric view,” says HS
Sudhira of GubbiLabs, adding “oth-
er creatures can see lights that are
beyond human visibility What is af-
fecting us could be affecting them

more. But we pay little attention to
this.” While shifting from the non-
polluting cooling light of earthen
lamps to heat-generating bulbs, we
are creating a substantial carbon
footprint too. There is no study on
thisinIndiabutafew yearsago,a UK-
based Energy Saving Trust found
thatextravagantlightdisplay during
Christmas and New Year led to the
generation of 400kg of extra CO2.
Waste-generation comes at the tail-
end of every celebration and is a
looming problem. “Most of them
(lights and paraphernalia) are made
with flimsy material and are not
meant to last long,” Sunil Sood, an
energy-consultant said. So there’s a
high chancethatlightsused thisyear

either end up in the attic or in the
dumpnextyear. Thiscombination of
thin wires, plastic and metal is, no
doubt, hard torecycle.

Sood raises an important question,
“why do we need to import some-
thing sounnecessary?”

The growing demand for made-in-
Chinafairylightshastaken business
away from small-scale, local crafts-
men. As sustainability proponent
Sandeep Anirudhan putsiit, “itis im-
portant to pay attention to what we
are promoting every time we buy or
use something. For every choice we
make, there are sustainable alterna-
tives.” In this case, there are locally
made, handcrafted mud lamps that
arefairly priced.



