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IsroHQsitting onbreached lake
Terrain trouble: Saga over demolitions on lake beds continues as residents struggle

Prashanth G N

BENGALURU: Sixty-one
breached lakes have been
handed over to public insti-
tutions for “public purpose”
in Bengaluru since the late
chief minister Ramakrishna
Hegde’s rule from 1983-84.

And on one of such lakes sits
the Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (Isro) headquarters,
Antariksh Bhavan, at Sanjay-
nagar, RMV Extension, North
Bengaluru.

Isro was looking for land in
the early 1980s for its head-
quarters and one among the
sites shown to it was the pres-
ent piece of land, which was a
lake, V Balasubramanian, for-
mer additional chief secretary,
revealed to Deccan Herald.

Balasubramanian, who was
the chief secretary to Hegde,
recalled how the lake was
handed over to Isro.

“I happened to be the chief
secretaryunderMrHegde,and
former chief election commis-
sioner T N Seshan was the joint

secretary in the Space depart-
ment. Those days, people were
powerful and he used to call
me saying, ‘Subramanian, I’m
the joint secretary calling from
the Space department; why
don’t you help us with land for
Isro?’Eventually, Seshan man-
aged to prevail over the gov-
ernment to part with land.

But what we had then were
lakes. After the government’s
permission, the lake was
breached and the land was
handedovertoIsroforitshead-
quarters. This meant that the

lake itself was handed over to
Isro. Mind you, technically, it is
not an encroachment because
thegovernment itselfbreached
the lake and handed it over to
Isro,” Balasubramanian said.

But the former top official
hastened to add: “But if you ask
me whether Isro is sitting on a
lake today, it is. There was a
lake then. This was in 1984. All
in all, 61 breached lakes have
been handed over since then
to a variety of public institu-
tions for public purpose. What
was given to Isro was also for

public purpose. Likewise, the
city railway station today, the
bus stand, the hockey and foot-
ball stadiums, the Kanteerava
stadium,allof thesearelocated
on lakes.

Theywereallbreachedlakes
- therewere so manylakes then
that you had to go in for breach
and then get land and build on
them.”

“But of course, there are
lakes which have been handed
over for private activities, too,”
Balasubramainan said. “The
Challaghatta lake has been

handed over to the Golf Asso-
ciation. There are people who
know how these things hap-
pened. What is a public and a
private purpose has to be un-
derstood clearly.

But the overall conclusion I
am drawing from the recent
activity is that a good number
of lakes in the City have been
breached after a public pur-
pose has been defined. But
breached lakes by government
and given away for other pur-
poses also.”
DH News Service
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From lakes to layouts
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1. Marenahalli Lake Marenahalli Layout
2. Sarakki Agrahara Lake/ JP Nagar 4th Phase

Doresanipalya
3. Chinnagara Lake Ejipura
4. Challaghatta Lake Karnataka Golf Association
5. Domlur Lake Domlur Second Stage
6. Siddapura Lake Siddapura/Jayanagar 1st Block
7. Geddalahalli Lake RMV 2nd Stage, 1st Block
8. Nagashettihalli Lake RMV 2nd Stage, 2nd Block
9. Kadirenahalli Lake Banashankari 2nd Stage
10. Tyagarajanagar Lake Tyagarajanagar
11. Tumkur Lake Mysore Lamps
12. Ramshetty Palya Kere Milk Colony (Playground)
13. Agasana Lake Gayathri Devi Park
14. Ketamaranahalli Lake Rajajinagar

(Mahalakshmipuram)
15. Gangashetty Lake Minerva Mills & Open ground
16. Jakraya Lake Krishna Flour Mills
17. Dharmambudhi Lake Kempegowda Bus Terminal
18. Agarahara Hosakere Cheluvadipalya
19. Kalasipalya Lake Kalasipalya
20. Sampangi Lake Kanteerava Stadium
21. Shule Tank Ashok Nagar, Football Stadium
22. Akkitimmanahalli Tank Sai Hockey Stadium
23. Sunkal Tank KSRTC Regional workshop
24. Koramangala Lake National Dairy Research

Institute
25. Kodihalli Lake New Tippasandra/

Government Buildings
26. Hosakere Residential Railway Stockyard
27. Sonnenehalli Lake Austin Town (RES Colony)
28. Gokula Tank Mathikere
29. Vidyaranyapura lake Vidyaranayapura/(Jalahalli East)
30. Kadugondanahalli Lake Kadugondanahalli
31. Hennur Lake Nagavara (HBR Layout)
32. Banaswadi Lake Subbayapalya Extension
33. Chennasandra Lake Pulla Reddy Layout
34. Vijinapura Lake (Kotturu) Rajarajeshwari Layout
35. Murugeshpalya Lake Murugeshpalya
36. Parangipalya Lake HSR Layout
37. Mestriplaya Lake Mestriplaya (Open Ground)
38. Timberyard Lake Timberyard Layout
39. Gangodanhalli Lake Gangodanhalli
40. Vijayanagar Chord Road Lake Vijayanagar
41. Oddarapalaya Lake Rajajinagar (Industrial Area)
42. Saneguruvanahalli Lake Shivanahalli (Play Ground)/

KSPCB Buildings
43. Kurubarahalli Lake Basaveshwaranagar Layout

List of breached lakes and the purposes for which these
breached lakes were given

Subhash Chandra N S

BENGALURU: While the gov-
ernment is contemplating to
regularise BDA layouts on
‘dead lakes,’ citing the Lak-
shman Rau committee re-
port, a look into the report
shows no such recommen-
dation was made by the
committee.

The government is taking
refuge under the 1986 report,
saying that it will bring in a law
to regularise the layouts on
‘dead lakes’. But, the report
does not even mention about
‘dead lakes’. Contrary to the
State’s stance, the committee
has mentioned about 46 dis-
used lakes, to be converted as
tree parks.

The committee formed to
study the status of lakes has
mentioned that the City had 81
live tanks, of which 46 were in
disuse. The report says, “Out
of these, 10 are utilised by the

Horticulture department, the
Bangalore City Corporation
(BCC) and BDA. The commit-
tee reviewed the details of the
disused tanks. These tanks
should be developed into tree
parks immediately”.

Thereport citestheexample
of Srinivagilu lake (at Kora-
mangala), where the commit-
tee, during its visit, found that
BDA was developing a layout.

“Nolayoutshouldbeallowed
to be formed in the tank bed
area either by BDA or by any
other body. BDA should not
take up formation of sites in
tankbedareaas in Srinivagilu,”

the report says.
Mentioning about the trend

adopted by the BDA - breach
the tanks, dry them up and
utilise the land to form a layout
in the conurbation area (area
proposedtobemerged intothe
thenBCC), thecommitteesaid,
“In the green belt area, there
are 262 tanks. All are live tanks
and cannot be breached. They
should be continued as water
bodies for obvious reasons”.

It had also recommended to
prevent discharge of effluents
and industrial waste into the
lakes. The report had said that
the BDA and other agencies

should immediately remove
encroachments on tank beds.

‘BDA responsible’
S G Neginhal, the then DCF,
Green belt division, and one of
the 11 members of the Rau
committee, has blamed the
BDA for the present scenario.
Despite stating that the lake ar-
eas should be preserved and
converted into tree park, they
wentaheadandformedthelay-
out illegally. He said BDA
should be penalised for this.

The report mentions about
how some of the lakes were
usedfordevelopment purpose.
Nagashettyhalli and Kodihalli
lakes were given to ISRO,
Kadugondanahalli and Chal-
laghatta lakes were given to
Ambedkar Medical College
andKSTDCrespectively.Three
lakes Geddalahalli, Karisandra
and Kadirenahalli lakes were
converted into sites by BDA.
DH News Service

Citing Rau panel report, govt
may be barking up wrong tree

BENGALURU: K Subramani-
am, a senior citizen in Ba-
naswadi, suffered a heart at-
tack in January this year. This
after being served a notice to
vacate the house.

The notice served on this 83-
year-old asked him to vacate
thehousethathehadbuiltwith
hard earned money, on a site
allotted by the Bangalore De-
velopment Authority (BDA).
Following the heart attack,
Subramaniam had to be hos-
pitalised for treatment.

Subramaniam told Deccan
Herald on Wednesday that he
was still feeling threatened,
with no written assurance giv-
en to them so far by the author-
ities. The senior citizen said
that he had none but his 71-
year-old wife, Mokshalakshmi,
in his family. The woman said
that the duo had invested all
the money they had on the
BDA land.

“We have no children and it

Notice to vacate house shatters
lives of forlorn couple

Govtorder
leaves5,000
workersin
quandary
BENGALURU: More than
5,000 employees of 35 indus-
trial undertakings in Kadugodi
plantation stand to lose their
jobswiththeStategovernment
issuing orders on April 23 to
re-acquire the 711 acres of land
fortheForest department.The
order directs Bengaluru East
Taluk tahsildar to mutate the
land in the name of Govern-
ment Forest Department.

Crying hoarse over the or-
ders, the Federation of Kar-
nataka Chapter of Commerce
and Industry (FKCCI), the
Kadugodi Industrial Associa-
tion,Whitefield Industrial As-
sociation and Whitefield Area
Commerce and Industries As-
sociation(WACIA) on Wednes-
day claimed that the order of
the government was illegal.

Addressing a press meet,
FKCCIpresidentSSampathra-
man said that the Forest de-
partment had handed over the
land to the Revenue depart-
ment and later gave it to the
KarnatakaIndustrialAreasDe-
velopment Board (KIADB).
The Board developed the land
and invited applications from
prospective industrialists way
back in the early seventies.

“ The government cannot
drive us out now. Its gross in-
justice. The High Court has
held that the land under ques-
tion is not a forest land,” he
said.

He added that since an ap-
peal of the Forest department
was pending in the High Court,
any action by any government
department would be in con-
travention of the court’s Order.

He said that ever since gov-
ernment issued orders for re-
acquiring the land, the indus-
trialists, workers and vendors
wereinpanic.“Undertheseun-
settling circumstances, who
would want to come here and
invest money”, he said.

Kishore Govinde, President
of Kadugodi Industrial Associ-
ation, said that the land owned
by the industries were the one
allottedbytheKIADBasindus-
trial plots. The total area of
land allotted by KIADB is 430
acres.
DH News Service

‘Whytreatuslike
criminalsforno
faultofours?
BENGALURU: There is just one
questioninthemindsoftheBa-
naswadi residents, with their
future seeming uncertain.

“Why treat us like criminals
for no fault of ours?”

This question by Rajashekar,
a resident, perhaps sums up
the predicament of the hun-
dreds of house owners in the
area. Rajashekar wants to
know how sites were allotted
to the people if they were ille-
gal, that too in a layout formed
by the BDA. “There are over
220 sites on which 110 houses
have already been built. We all
thought having BDA sites was
a safe option. But in January,
we were all served notices and
were told that criminal pro-
ceedings would be initiated if
we fail to vacate,” he said.

The residents here do not
know whether their properties
would survive. With no written
assurance of any sort, they are
shuttlingfromonegovernment
office to another, hoping for
some assurance.

Uncertain future
Dr Rajini Agarwal, a retired
professor, said that every
minute, the residents lived un-
der the fear that their buildings
would be demolished. This
anxious senior citizen said,
“Each time we hear the sound
of an earthmover, we rush out
of our houses. We do not know
if it will be our turn next”.

Rajini resides in Banaswadi
along with her husband, a re-
tiredofficialofthedefencemin-
istry.“Weareallretiredpeople.
If they now ask us to vacate the
place, where do we go? It took
us a lot of savings from 15 years
to build the house,” she said.

The residents said that they
hadnotreceivedanyformal let-
ters. “They had pasted notices
on all our houses,” said Felcia
Vaz, another BDA allottee.

Vaz shifted base from Goa to
Bengaluruwithherfamily.“We
chose to stay here as it is con-
venient for my daughters who
are studying. Now, we are not
even able to live in peace. Re-
cent developments have left us
with a sense of insecurity,” she
said.
DH News Service

is just the two of us living here.
My husband worked in the ITI.
We now have no proper source
of income,” she said.

Mokshalakshmi said that
they spend close to Rs 3,000 a
month only on their medica-
tion and manage to meet the

expenses through earnings
from LIC and post office
schemes.

“We are staying here for
nearly 20 years now. All of a
sudden if we are asked to va-
cate the place, where do we
go?” Mokshalakshmi said,
adding that they could not af-
ford another property at this
age. “We built this house in
1992. It took us years for com-
pletion. We wanted to have a
house of our own so that we do
not have to spend money on
rent,”she said. The elderly cou-
ple were given a different site
initially. Later, the officials -
who were of the belief that this
plot would be easier to ap-
proach from the main road -
allotted this to them.

“We had a sense of security
whenweweregivenaBDAsite.
Now, we live in fear and do not
know what will happen to us,”
said Subramaniam.
DH News Service

K Subramaniam and his wife Mokshalakshmi. DHPHOTO

Asilentprayer
thattheir
house
isnotthenext
undertheaxe
BENGALURU: Anxious resi-
dents and owners of commer-
cial complexes looked on as the
demolition drive by the Rev-
enue department continued at
Banaswadi on Wednesday.

While a few stood to see
their commercial structures
being reduced to debris, a few
others kept their fingers
crossed in the hope that their
houses would not be the next
ones to be demolished.

With no written assurance
by the officials that the houses
would not be demolished, resi-
dents -whohavehouses onrev-
enue and Bangalore Develop-

ment Authority land - are only
hopeful that they would be
spared.

Julie Dominic was seen
standing at the demolition spot
all day long. The commercial
complex that was demolished
on Wednesday is adjacent to
her house. The woman was
praying that her house is not
razed, after the demolition of
the commercial complex.

“I am here, standing on the
road, for three days now. We
are not sure what will happen
to our house. Also, we do not
know if our building will be
damaged in the process of
bringing down the neighbour-
ing one,” Julie said.

Sagai Mary is running from
pillar to post to get help. She
doesnotknowifshehastohelp
her ailing brother or shift fur-
niture from her house. She
wants to protect the furniture
as her house has suffered dam-
ages due to the impact of the
demolitionoftheneighbouring
commercial complex.

“My brother is down with
fever. We are all staying in a
relative’s house for now. We
haverequestedourneighbours
to help us by keeping our fur-
niture and a few other items in
their houses for the time be-
ing,” she said. “Some of us did
not even get a notice. We only
have oral assurance from the
DC that they would see what
best can be done if our houses
suffer any damage. BJP leader
Suresh Kumar has assured us
help,” Mary said.
DH News Service

Demolitiondrive:
CMreassures
BDAallottees
BENGALURU, DHNS: Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah has as-
sured the BDA site allottees
thathewouldspeaktotheBDA
officials about the eviction no-
tice served to them.

Speaking to residents after
a close door meeting at his res-
idence on Kumara Krupa
Road, he said, “I will talk to
BDA officials regarding this.”

Tuesday evening saw over
50 residents of Banaswadi
standing in front of the chief
minister’s residence. The BDA
site allottees had gathered
there to submit a memoran-
dum requesting him to take
back the notice and not demol-
ish the structures constructed
on BDA sites. Shyam Sundar,
aresidentwhometSiddarama-
iah, said, “All we need is an as-
surancefromthechiefminister
that the houses constructed on
BDA sites will not be demol-
ished by the authorities.”

Sundar explained that in the
220 sites that were developed,
houses have been built on 120
sites. “There are so many peo-
ple living in the place for over
20 to 25 years now. Where are
we all supposed to go?” he
grieved.

SAGAI MARY: Some of
us did not even get a
notice. We only have
oral assurance from
the DC that they would
see what best can be
done if our houses
suffer any damage.
BJP leader Suresh
Kumar has assured us
help.
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BENGALURU,DHNS: Whilethe
Dollars Colony residents in JP
Nagarhaveassertedtheirright-
ful ownership over the proper-
ties in the locality, district offi-
cials have claimed that they
have till date not handed over
theDollarsColonylandtoBDA
at all.

In fact, going ahead with
theirplans,noticeswouldshort-
ly be issued to the residents of
this area. The tahsildar, who
hasbeensoughttoissuetheno-
tices, is in the process of draft-
ing them. It is likely to be ready
over the next to days, officials
told Deccan Herald.

Meanwhile, local residents
have rubbished all reports of
Dollars Colony being
illegal.“This is a 100 percent le-
gal colony. We have all the doc-
umentsinplace.Weareunnec-
essarilybeingpaintedashaving
encroached on the land,” said
KV Bhat, who represents the
Residents’WelfareAssociation
of Dollars Colony, JP Nagar.
Theresidents'assertionoftheir
ownership is based on several
government documents,
wherein the BDA has obtained
the approval of the State gov-
ernment to convert the land
intoaresidential layout.Copies
of the documents are with this
newspaper.

The records
The documents available in
favour of the Dollars Colony

Claims, counterclaims galore over
ownership of Dollars Colony land

residents are that of the State
governmentapprovingtheland
to be converted into a residen-
tial layout. One such approval
has been issued on June 9,
1994. On behalf of none other
than the Governor of the state
himself, thisgovernmentorder
was issued by the then under
secretary to the government,
Housing and Town Planning
Department. The government
orderstatesthatasperthemap
sent by the BDA, the govern-
menthasagreedtoconvertsur-

vey number 167 of Bilekahalli
village (which measures 56
acres and 34 guntas), from
“ParkandOpenSpaces”tores-
idential layout.

The problem of the Colony
being illegal has arisen out of
the Revenue department’s
claims that they have not given
the land to the BDA in the first
place and any further assent by
the government to convert the
land to residential layout does
not hold good on this account.
As per entries in the RTC doc-

ument (Record of Rights, Ten-
ancyandCrops), thelandisstill
asLingannanaKereitself.“The
ownership lies with the Rev-
enue department. We are the
custodian of the land. We will
seek a report on this by BDA,”
a top official said.

Accordingtosources,district
authoritieshavealsodecidedto
take possession of civic ameni-
ties sites, playgrounds and
parks in the locality lest the
BDA take it over and convert it
into layouts.

A view of Dollars Colony in JP Nagar. DH PHOTO

BENGALURU, DHNS: After
coming into scanner over allot-
ment of sites to a few VIPs on
Linganahalli lakebedinDollars
Colony, the Bangalore Devel-
opment Authority (BDA) has
started looking out for all doc-
uments pertaining to the case
from 1971.

Blaming the previous gov-
ernments and the officials for
the sorry mess, the BDA offi-
cials have said that the layout
was formed on the lake follow-
ing an executive order for the
same. In a meeting, the BDA
officials have tried to make
their stand clear to the DC and
the upalokayukta. Not satisfied
by the explanations provided
by the BDA, the upalokayukta
and the DC have sought the of-
ficials of the development au-
thority to come up documents
to substantiate their claims.

They have also asked the
BDA to give a detailed account
of all other layouts which were
formed on lakes and details of
other layouts of how they were
formed among others.

For this, the BDA has sought
a week’s time to prepare a de-
tailed report pertaining to Lin-
ganahalli and other layouts.
Thereportwould besubmitted
totheDCandtheupalokayuka-
ta for execution, a BDA official
told Deccan Herald.

BDA had formed the Dollars
Colony and had notified the
homes as per the BDA Land
Acquisition Act Rules. Prelim-
inary notification for the for-
mation of the layout was issued
in 1986 and a final notification
on the same was done in 1995.
But the layout was formed in
1988, the BDA official said.

According to the official,

“The then government in 1986
had decided to hand over the
lake bed of Linganahalli, which
belonged to the Minor Irriga-
tion department, to BDA for
layout formation. This decision
was taken and executed
through an executive order.
But thelakewas never officially
handed over to the BDA for the
formation of the layout and the
land was never officially ac-
quiredforthelayoutformation.
But as per the Lakshman Rau
Committee Report, since the
layouthasalreadybeenformed
and people are residing, it
should be excluded from the
tank bed list. If we go by char-
acteristics and definitions than
half of Bengaluru is residing on
lakes and lake beds. But all
these properties have been no-
tified and formed as layouts.
So,shouldwedemolishhalf the
City? It is now for the DC and
government to decide.”

BDA commissioner T Sham
Bhat refused to comment on
the issue saying that he would
only speak to the DC and the
upalokayukta on the matter.

BDA seeks a week’s
time for report on
Linganahalli lake

BDA OFFICIAL: “The
then government in
1986 had decided to
hand over the lake bed
of Linganahalli, which
belonged to the Minor
Irrigation department,
to BDA for layout
formation. This
decision was taken and
executed through an
executive order.
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n Government plans to regularise layouts on ‘dead
lakes’, through legislation

n Report talks of disused lakes, saying they should be
turned into tree parks
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Conflicting interpretation


