
Our lakes getting
depleted, destroyed

An Indian Institute of Science (IISc) study on Ben-
galuru’s wetlands provides shocking insights
into the extensive damage and destruction

being done to the City’s lakes. Fifty-four per cent of Ben-
galuru’s water bodies are encroached upon for illegal
constructions, 66 per cent are sullied with sewage, 14
per cent surrounded and strangled by slums and 72
per cent have lost their catchment areas. Bengaluru’s
rapid and unplanned growth has eaten into its lakes. Be-
tween 1973 and 2013, concretisation of the City, which
surged by 925 per cent, was accompanied by a sharp de-
cline in its natural resources in this period and green
spaces and water bodies shrank by 78 and 79 per cent,
respectively. Although there are good environmental
laws in place, they have not been implemented. The
nexus between politicians, police, construction compa-
nies, etc has resulted in laws being flouted brazenly and
no action being taken against violators. This nexus en-
ablesunlawfulconstructionsgettingthestampoflegality.
Whatismore,therearefartoomanypara-stateagencies
dealing with the issue. Lack of co-ordination among
them, accompanied by absence of accountability, has fa-
cilitated the depletion of lakes. The study’s findings are a
damning indictment of the City’s governance.

Thankfully the situation is not
hopeless. It is not impossible to halt
the conversion of water bodies into
realestateortopreventthedumping
ofconstructiondebrisanduntreated
sewageintolakes.Itrequiresrobust
implementation of environmental
laws, application of the polluter
pays principle in dealing with con-
struction companies and polluting
industriesbesidesawardingofstrin-
gent punishment to encroachers as
wellassewageanddebrisdumpers.
Public awareness of environmental
issues is growing. Civic activism
could force authorities to prioritise
publicwell-beingoverunsustainable

development that thrives on destruction of water bodies
and green cover. IISc’s scientists say that Bengaluru’s pol-
luted lakes can be rejuvenated in 15 months by adopting
theintegratedwetlandsecosystemmodelratherthanset-
ting up sewage treatment plants that are not only more
expensive but also ineffective in dealing with all the con-
taminantspouringintothelakes.Theapproachtorejuve-
nating lakes must be determined not by vested interests
in the environment infrastructure business but by strate-
gies directed by scientists and environment experts.

Bengaluru’s numerous water bodies and green
cover were responsible for its cool climate. With their
rampant destruction, life here has become uncom-
fortable and unhealthy. This can be reversed by acting
immediately on encroachment and contamination of
its lakes. It requires summoning the political will to
breathe new life into our dying lakes.

Beware of shadow
of Emergency

An anniversary of the Emergency is the right occa-
sion to revisit and remember that dark event in
thecountry’shistoryandcheckwhetherthenation

is now strong enough to withstand another assault on it
now or in future. We congratulate ourselves on the
strength of our democratic tradition which only saw a
brief interregnum of authoritarian rule when most of
our neighbours and a good part of the world have expe-
rienced dictatorships of different kinds and degrees for
long periods and are still doing so. It is certainly to our
creditthatthedemocraticcultureisstronginthecountry
and we take pride in it. After India got out of the Emer-
gencyera,wehavemadeeffortstopreventitsrecurrence.
Constitutional, systemicandinstitutionalarrangements
are stronger now. It is far more difficult to suppress the
media now, because the nature of media has changed.
Controllingsocialmediaisnotaseasyas itwastocontrol
conventional media in 1975. But again, it should not be
forgotten that there are authoritarian governments in
many countries in the time of social media.

BJP veteran L K Advani’s recent warning that the
“forces that can crush democracy, notwithstanding

constitutionalandlegalsafeguards,
are stronger,” has again drawn at-
tention to such vulnerability.
Whether Advani was making a
veiled criticism of the present gov-
ernment leadership or not, such
warnings should not be dismissed
out of hand. There is centralisation
of power and personality cult
which is anathema to democracy.
When sections of people feel alien-
ated and persecuted, when there
are calls to exile dissenters and
whenthegovernmentandpolitical
leaders want to free the country of
opposition, democracy does not
thrive.Emergencyneednotvisitus
again in the name and style in 1975

but whenever freedom is constrained in some way or
the other, there is a shadow of Emergency there.

It is also true that the nation’s collective mind has
not grappled with the experience of Emergency, as
perceptively pointed out by Advani, who cited that it
has not been a theme for Bollywood. The Congress has
also not made a serious and sincere admission that
Emergency was wrong. It should also be remembered
that Indira Gandhi on her own decided to end Emer-
gency. Inspiteofall this, it isunlikelythattherewillagain
be another Emergency. The will and determination of
the people to protect their freedom is the best safeguard
against it, and there is the need for constant vigil for
that. The anniversary should be a reminder of that. The ‘precious rock’ paradox

By Sahana Prasad

Everyone crowded around her, ad-
miring the diamonds encased in
goldandadorningherprettyneck.

Envy, admiration and a sense of having
lostonsomethingwaswritoneachface.
“I should have bought one too; after all,
the sale was on for a very long time!”;
“My husband said I could buy anything,
but I bought that outdated silk saree, it
is thick and gaudy and makes me look
fat!”; “I should have traded all that an-
tique heavy gold jewellery and bought
these beauties instead!” Thoughts flew
back and forth in all the ladies’minds.

I, being the last entrant to the party
was treated to a full exhibition and the
story behind the purchase (each and
every thing a lady buys, especially
clothes, jewellery and accessories has a
talebehindit!). I ‘oohed’and‘aahed’and
rolledmyeyesinthemostaffectedman-
ner and exclaimed suitably. I happily
rolled off a few adjectives about the pre-
cious rock and its owner, all the time

wondering why my family didn’t allow
me to purchase diamonds.

As I made my way to the most inter-
estingplaceinthehall,namelythebuffet
table, someone poked me sharp in the
ribs.“Didyouseetheadulationandwon-
der? You can afford to buy one, can’t
you? You earn a handsome salary. I will
host a party for you so that these people
realise that we are no less than them,”
mysistergesturedattheextendedfamily
who were the reason for the diamond
and the party.

“But you too can afford them, my
dear,”I pointed out, “After all, your hus-
band owns quite a bit of property in
primelocationsandyouhaveafewhigh-
end cars! I am, after all, a salaried em-
ployeeandmyhusband,anuprightgov-
ernment servant.”

“What!”she shrieked as softly as pos-
sible, “No amount of cajoling will make
my hubby part with even a centimetre
of land. But you are your own master
andcanaffordtobuydiamonds,without
waitingforyourhusbandtogift it.Idon’t
get a pay cheque like you do”.

I refrained from answering that what
she got each month from her hubby
dearest was probably much more than
what I earned. The spread on the table
was more inviting than countering her

statement. As I piled my plate high and
well, I observed a few shocked expres-
sions on the faces of those around me.
Guiltily, I made my way through and sat
in a corner, savouring chips, samosas,
nankhatais et all.

I noticed, however, that most women
were making a show of eating and were
not really doing so. They had patheti-
cally low portions on their plate and
that too, mainly of salads which were
spread out on a centre table. As I rose
for a refill, I could almost feel a collec-
tive shudder going around the room.

Fully laden with rich food and thor-
oughly satiated, I went to bid a polite
goodbye to my hostess. She was still
showingoffhernecklaceandIobserved
in the bright light that her neck wasn’t
as pretty as it had appeared in the pale
light earlier. Her skin was pale too, as if
she was partially malnourished.

Cometothinkofit,thatwashowmost
women looked, thin and emaciated. I
seemed to be the only rotund person
with a well-fed look. As I made my way
out,pattingmyselfonthebackthatIeat
well and look good and I’m happy in my
own way, I heard a loud whisper “Look
at these employed ladies, they don’t get
toenjoywhattheyearn,alwaysslogging
and suffering due to lack of time!”.

DentonPM’s image
Sir, “Neither will I eat nor will I allow
others to eat”: these were Narendra
Modi’s words when he took oath as the
Prime Minister. But what we see now is
quite the contrary. The Lalitgate
episode has dented the reputation of
the BJP. While they were accusing the
Congress of supporting Robert Vadra,
look what has happened in their own
backyard? The PM’s silence on the
whole subject is questionable.
SUTHAN KP
Via e-mail

Moderationofvice
Sir, The loss of more than a 100 lives
due to illicit liquor in Mumbai is a shock-
ing tragedy, that shows the nexus betw-
een bootleggers and the law enforcing
authorities. It also highlights the need to
provide cheap affordable liquor to the
less privileged with a pictorial warning

on the bottle of the ill effects of liquor
abuse. Prohibition is not a solution as il-
licit liquor continues to flow. We should
be advocating moderation in liquor con-
sumption for those addicted to this vice.
D B N MURTHY
Bengaluru

Threat tomedia
Sir, Recently two journalists, Jogendra
Singh of UP and Sandeep Kothari of
MP, were burnt to death. For, they had
the courage to stand up against heinous
criminal misdeeds of the feudalistic
forces that control muscle, money, polit-
ical, social, cultural and all other residu-
al power in the society. In such a danger-
ous scenario, how can our media func-
tion independently? Who will take care
of them and their family in case of a dre-
aded eventuality as mentioned? This is
the paradox of our democratic system.
M T KUMAR
Delhi

Atruegem
Sir, This refers to “Sister Nirmala pass-
es away at 81”(DH, June 24). The sud-
den demise of Sister Nirmala who suc-
ceeded Nobel laureate Mother Teresa
as the superior general of the Mission-
aries of Charity has plunged the desti-
tutes of Kolkata into gloom. A lifetime
of service to the poor and under-
privileged is always a tall order but Sis-
ter Nirmala lived up to it with unending
love, care and compassion. A Padma
Vibhushan in 2009 was a fitting recog-
nition of her efforts towards humanity.
N J RAVI CHANDER
Bengaluru

Sir, This refers to “Voice of dissent in BJP over Lalitgate”
(DH, June 24). Though one year of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi-led government’s corruption-free record was no mean
achievement, the controversy surrounding the involvement
of External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj and Chief Minis-
ter of Rajasthan Vasundhara Raje in the Lalitgate scam has
dented not only the personal image of Modi but has driven
the government into a corner.

While it is true that the Congress, which is targeting Modi,

cannot claim any moral superiority given its scam-tainted
decade, in popular perception, Lalitgate may have done seri-
ous damage to the BJP’s electoral prospect in the Bihar As-
sembly elections in October. The problem is compounded
because dissenting voices are increasing in the BJP. It will be
a test for both Modi and his electoral strategist Amit Shah on
how they can reverse this trend of public opinion.
H R BAPU SATYANARAYANA
Mysuru

RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE

I ‘oohed’ and ‘aahed’ as Iwas
treated to the storybehind
thediamondnecklace.

Themain thrust of
decentralisation is to
bringgovernance
nearer topeople to
enhance itsquality.
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IN PERSPECTIVE

Improving quality of
urban governance

By George Cheriyan and
Amar Deep Singh

Urbanisation is an indica-
torofeconomicdevelop-
ment. However, today,

big cities are under severe
strain, particularly in terms of
makingaccesstoinfrastructure
and services to the increasing
population.

The Urban Local Bodies
(ULBs) play an important role
in the planning and develop-
ment of urban areas. The 74th
Constitution Amendment Act
(CAA)of1992providesforasig-
nificant devolution of functions
and powers to the local bodies
through decentralisation and
people’s participation in local
self-governance. However, un-
like the 73rd CAA, the 74th
CAA, aimed at the creation of
local bodies in the rural areas,
has not taken off.

The main thrust of decentr-
alisation is to bring governance
nearer to the people in order
to enhance its quality. Civic
engagementisoneofthecritical
norms of good urban gover-
nance. This could be achieved
by promoting democracy
through free and fair elections,
providing space for civil society
participation, promoting civic
sensethroughmechanismslike
city watch groups, citizens ac-
tions groups etc. People would
takepartintheissuesthataffect
them directly, thereby having a
say in the decision-making.

Theconceptofwardcommit-
tees as per 74th CAA is a novel
addition in examples of people-
centric governance. The ward
committeescreatetheplatform
for citizen’s participation from
below the municipal level, thus
bringingtheelectoratecloserto
their representatives. It is ex-
pectedtoincreaseeffectiveness
of public policy by providing
feedback to policy makers and
extractaccountabilityofelected
representatives and local offi-
cials, by providing a space for
citizens to critically evaluate
their performance.

Despitetheclarityanddetails
that the 74th CAA provides
about the constitution of the
ward committees, majority of
the states have neither consti-
tuted the ward committees nor
arefunctionalorhaveinterpret-
ed the provisions differently.
Oneofthereasonsforpoorper-
formance of the ULBs is this
complete disconnect with the
citizens.

Kerala has been considered
apotentialmodelforcitizenpar-
ticipation through ward com-
mitteeswhichprovidedanelab-
orate legal and institutional
framework for functioning of
ward committees, designed to
be highly participatory, provid-
ingproximityofpeopletoelect-
ed representatives. Ward com-
mitteesinKeralahavetasksthat
includepreparingandsupervis-
ing ward level development
schemes and identifying bene-
ficiaries of welfare schemes

among others.
As part of a process to better

understand the status of ward
committeesincitieswhereitex-
isted, we recently visited Ben-
galuru and made a quick check
on the ground about the status
ofwardcommittees.Otherthan
meeting with the officials of
BruhatBangaloreMahanagara
Palike(BBMP),whichisnowdis-
solved,wemetwithcorporators
and members of the ward com-
mittees in selected wards.

Using Facebook, e-groups
Though it was as a result of
court directive in January 2013
to form ward committees in all
the 198 wards and put online
contact details of all ward com-
mittee members to enable citi-
zens to reach out to their re-
spective wards and apprise
themofgrievances, inallwards
the ward committees were in-
deedformed.Thoughinitialap-
prehensions were there, the
corporators acknowledged the
benefit of the same.

H A Srinivasa, then corpora-
tor of Hagaduru, said, “I, 100
per cent welcome the constitu-
tion of ward committees, be-
cause the members are very
pro-active in the development
planning of the ward and bring
issues from all parts of the
wards on a daily basis.” Mem-
bers of the ward committees,
whom we met said they play an
active role in the work related
to garbage collection, roads,
drainage, street lights, parks,
lakesetc.andshareinformation
using Facebook and e-groups.

In order to create a space for
citizen’s engagement, as visu-
alisedinthe74thCAA,theCon-
sumer Unity & Trust Society
(CUTS) initiated a pilot inter-
vention titled “Improving serv-
ice delivery by local urban gov-
ernment in the city of Jaipur
throughenhancedcivicengage-
ment”– MyCity, in Jaipur city in
August2012inpartnershipwith
The Asia Foundation (TAF). In
three years, the intervention
covered a total of 40 wards.

These interventions crafted
space for citizen engagement
and resulted in changes on the
ground in the selected wards.
The ‘Citizen Report Cards’and
‘Public Services Index’ of the
targeted wards showed a sub-
stantial improvement in the
quality of delivery of services,
wherever the citizen engage-
ment mechanisms were put in
place and Citizen Action
Groups (CAG) were formed.
The recently held meeting of
the ‘Rajasthan Mayor’s Learn-
ing Platform’ under MyCity in
Jaipur, fully endorsed the need
to create space for citizen par-
ticipation and formation of
ward committees.

Today, MyCity is well recog-
nised by all stakeholders as a
platform for civic engagement
in the city of Jaipur and there is
a competition among and de-
mand from councillors to get
their wards covered under
MyCity. If we have to improve
the quality of urban gover-
nance, space for active civic en-
gagement is a must and need
to implement the 74th CAA, in
letter and spirit.
(CheriyanisDirectorandSingh
isProjectCoordinator(MyCity)
of CUTS International, Jaipur)

OUR PAGES OF HISTORY

50 Years ago: June 25, 1965

SquaringaCircle

New Delhi, June 24. (PTI)
Meeting all the Plan proposals
of states is like squaring a cir-
cle, observed Asoka Mehta,
Deputy Chairman of the Plan-
ning Commission.

During a discussion on the

Parliament session
inCity sought
Bangalore, June 24.
Deputy Prime Minister Devi
Lal today felt that a Parliament
session should be held in Ban-
galore every year.

Participating in a “meet-the-

draft Fourth Plan of a State,
Mehta pointed out that every
State wanted larger provisions
and more development proj-
ects. “But with limited re-
sources I am put in a tight po-
sition”, he said and quoted a
couplet meaning, I am asked
to square a circle”.

25 Years ago: June 25, 1990

press”programme, Devi Lal
said: “Bangalore is a beautiful
city. It has a good climate too. A
Parliament session should be
held here once a year.”

His 90-minute encounter
with the local press was in Hin-
di, which one of his followers
rendered into English.
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“Bengaluru’s
lakes can be
rejuvenated in
15 months.”
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“Centralisation
of power is
anathema to
democracy.”

SPEAK OUT

“Theworldwouldnotacceptthe
world’s largestdemocracy(India)
becomingdictatorialtoday.”

Arun Jaitley
Finance Minister

Thespiritofdemocracyisnotamechanical
thing.Itrequireschangeofheart. Mahatma Gandhi

Comment
E S T A B L I S H E D 1 9 4 8

Iam sorry to revert to the Emergency
yetagain,overtwosuccessiveweeks.
R K Dhawan, Indira Gandhi’s confi-

dante, has disclosed that Sonia Gandhi
had no qualms about the Emergency.
This is contrary to what I had heard
when the Emergency was imposed. It
wasreportedthatbothherhusbandRa-
jiv Gandhi and she were thinking to re-
turn to Italy to bring up their children
in a “free atmosphere.”

Dhawan’s observation about Sonia
makes all the more obligatory for her
to explain her stand on the Emergency.
Even after 40 years, the dynasty is not
coming out clear on switching off the
lights of democracy. The dynasty alone
is responsible for what had happened.
Indira Gandhi was indicted by the Alla-
habad High Court in a poll petition and
unseated her for misusing the official
machinery.

The Supreme Court gave a reprieve.
Dhawan’s remarks show that there was
noregret inthedynasty.However,Man-
mohan Singh tried to make up for the
dynasty’sdeliberatesilence. It isbutfair
that the sooner it apologises to the na-
tion, thebetter itwouldbeforthemand
the country.

Dhawan has, however, come a long
way from the deposition before the
Shah Commission, appointed by the
Janata government to go into the ex-
cesses of the emergency. He had de-
posed before the Commission that he
was not willing to say anything against
the dynasty and put the entire blame
on Siddharth Shankar Ray, then West
Bengal chief minister.

In the light of Dhawan’s revelations,
thecaseshouldbereopened.Morethan
that, there needs to be a probe on how
the institutions were diluted and the
powergotconcentratedinIndiraGand-
hi. BJP’s senior leader L K Advani’s
warning that the dark days can return,
becomes significant. He has not named

anybody but the obvious reference is to
PrimeMinisterNarendraModiwhohas
made all other institutions irrelevant
and has reposed faith in the PMO. In
other words, the PMO has become the
real power centre.

I do not think that the Emergency
will be re-imposed because the amend-
ments effected in the constitution by
theJanatagovernmentmakesit impos-
sible. Yet, conditions can be created
whichwillsuggesttheEmergencywith-
out a legal sanction.

The rule of Modi becomes ominous
in the sense that no cabinet minister
counts in the BJP government and the
joint consultation by the cabinet is only
onpaper.Allpoliticalpartiesshouldput
their heads together to stall any Emer-
gency-like rule before it actually comes
in to existence.

If therewasone-personruleofIndira
Gandhi a few decades ago, today it is
that of Narendra Modi. Most newspa-
persandtelevisionchannelshaveadapt-
ed themselves to his way of working, if
not thinking, as they had done during
Indira Gandhi’s period.

Againstthisbackground,themurder
of a journalist in Madhya Pradesh,
which is a better administered state in
the country, does not surprise me. The
reason was once again the same. The
journalist, Sandeep Kothari, dared to
cross the line which those, who repre-
senttheestablishment,havedrawn.Be-
yond that, the freedom of expression is
not tolerated because it challenges the
interest of entrenched elements.

Sand mafia
The 44-year-old Kothari disclosed
how the sand mafia was operating
with the assistance of the police. That
is the reason why they have said that
Kothari’s death was not connected with
journalism. The reading is, however,
more harrowing than what has come

to light. It is apparent that the police
was in league with the sand mafia’s
illegal doings.

Some activists had raised their voice
many months ago. But the authorities
took no action. The sand mafia went on
expanding the area from where they
filled trucks with sand throughout the
day. They were once operating at night.
But as they were able to ‘buy’more and
more functionaries they shed fear or
hesitation.

Kothari had gone missing from his
home in Katangi town of Balaghat dis-
trict in Madhya Pradesh on a Friday, a
couple of weeks ago. His family mem-
bershadlodgedamissingperson’scom-
plaint the next day. However, reports
saidthatthreeyouths,whowereclosely
linkedtothesandmafia,hadkidnapped
and killed Kothari over his refusal to
withdrawacourtcase.Thereportadded
that Kothari was out on bail for the last
two months in rape case.

During investigation, the police
rounded up the three youths from
Katangi on Sunday and they confessed
they had killed Kothari, set him on fire
and buried him in the forests in Nagpur
district. The police are yet to establish
whether Kothari was murdered and
then burned or if he was burned alive
and buried.

Sinceall thefactsaboutthecasehave
not come to light, it is difficult to appor-
tion the blame. But there is no denying
of Kothari’s killing and his journalistic
credentials. That the corporate sector
has become more influential and de-
manding than before is not something
which can be denied. It is intelligent
enough not to vitiate the fundamental
rights like freedom of expression. They
havenowroughnecksattheircommand
to fix up journalists.

Kothari was a victim. Burning him
alive shows how the establishment on
theonehandandthemafiasontheoth-
erareindulginginmoreheinouscruelty
to instil awe. This is what the political
parties are accepting. Because of petty
rivalries, they are allowing the demo-
cratic polity to be mutilated. That India
has compromised with the anti-demo-
cratic ways and the demands of one-
person rule has told upon the establish-
ments in Pakistan and Bangladesh.
These two countries cite the example
of India to suppress critics.

SUPPORTING EMERGENCY

Sonia needs to explain

BETWEEN THE LINES
KuldipNayar

Even after 40 years, the
Congress dynasty is not
coming out clear on switching
off the lights of democracy.
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