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Amidst debate over damages to the Western Ghats across Karnataka, the controversial railway project
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If the committee accords its approval to the project, in violation of several rules, it will result in the
diversion of 595.64 hectares of dense forest across Uttara Kannada, which has relatively the highest
forest cover in Karnataka.

The project, despite the reservations by the Karnataka Forest Department (KFD), had obtained
clearance from the regional empowered committee of MoEF.

Several agencies, including the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) that oversees tiger
conservation in India, had opposed the project citing fragmentation of elephants’ migration path and
obstructing the connectivity of tiger reserves along the Western Ghats.

According to documents made available to DH under RTI, the railway project has violated several
rules.

“The project has not obtained any approval by the state board for wildlife despite the fact that
standing committee of National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) insists on the recommendations by the
state board for wildlife.

Further, as per the Wildlife Protection Act 1972, there is no scope for any project proponent to appeal
against the opinion of any statutory authority. But in this case, despite the NTCA’s objection, the
agency has been asked to carry out inspection yet again and thus violating the provisions of the Act,”
explained Giridhar Kulkarni, who has carried out various conservational works in the project area.
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meeting. This amounts to a clear violation of the guidelines and judgment by the SC,” yet another
activist
pointed out.

Documents with DH revealed that the railway project is repeatedly rejected by multiple agencies and
committees comprising PCCF Karnataka, MoEF Regional Office (Bengaluru), Forest Advisory
committee, MoEF New Delhi, Central Empowered Committee and NTCA. “We have already witnessed
two major ecological disasters in Kodagu and Kerala due to deforestation, increased tourism and
infrastructure activities. Approving this railway line would also unleash the similar effects in the
pristine Ghat region of

Uttara Kannada,” Giridhar pointed.

The project cuts through deciduous and evergreen forests in Karwar, Yellapur and Dharwad division
affecting several wildlife sanctuaries and Kali Tiger Reserve in the region. The biodiversity impact
assessment of the project had also highlighted the negative impact on flora and fauna.

Western Ghats Hubballi Ankola

We use cookies to understand how you use our site and to improve user experience. This includes personalising content and

advertising. By continuing to use our site, you accept our use of cookies, revised Privacy Policy.

Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API PDFCROWD


https://www.deccanherald.com/tag/western-ghats
https://www.deccanherald.com/tag/hubballi
https://www.deccanherald.com/tag/ankola
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
https://www.deccanherald.com/author/niranjan-k-n
https://www.deccanherald.com/author/dh-news-service
https://www.deccanherald.com/privacy-policy
https://pdfcrowd.com/doc/api/?ref=pdf
https://pdfcrowd.com/?ref=pdf

COMMENTS:

. Share your thoughts about that

3 comments

Vinay Paramanand

| am sure there is a workaround for building a railway line connecting Hubli and coastal Karnataka. Sagar has a

railway station and there is a proposal to connect that line to the konkan line. Constructing railway path from
Hubli to Sagar would not cause as much damage as it would to Ankola. We need to think of alternatives by
keeping our environment first. This is for our future and our kids.

Reply 0 0

ganapati nayak

No need of this train which is going to damage forest.People in Uttara Kannada dist have concern for environment
but bayalusime people have no such concern,they may come to loot forest resources if train connects
Bayaluseeme and coastal karnataka.

Reply 0 0
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Falling Re: PM may review economy by weekend

ﬁ By-election to 3 K'taka council seats on Oct 3

Ao 2

Genes may decide how your heart responds to exercise

DH PICKS

| Nawaz Sharif released on parole for wife's funeral

| Delhi HC declines to interfere with fuel price issue
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| World sinks to 10-year happiness low: Survey

| NOTA favourite for rural; not urban voters

| Apple expected to unveil bigger, pricier iPhone

| 52killed in Telangana as bus falls into gorge

| Corruption costs 5% of global GDP, says UN chief

3" SOCIAL FEED

We use cookies to understand how you use our site and to improve user experience. This includes personalising content and

advertising. By continuing to use our site, you accept our use of cookies, revised Privacy Policy.

Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API PDFCROWD


https://www.deccanherald.com/international/world-sinks-10-year-happiness-692358.html
https://www.deccanherald.com/national/nota-favourite-rural-not-urban-692356.html
https://www.deccanherald.com/international/apple-expected-unveil-bigger-692355.html
https://www.deccanherald.com/national/23-died-telangana-bus-fell-692184.html
https://www.deccanherald.com/international/corruption-costs-usd-26-692178.html
https://twitter.com/deccanherald
https://www.deccanherald.com/privacy-policy
https://pdfcrowd.com/doc/api/?ref=pdf
https://pdfcrowd.com/?ref=pdf

TweetS by @DeccanHerald i ]

Deccan Herald Retweeted

DH Deccan Herald &
= @DeccanHerald
Replying to @DeccanHerald

Is Bengaluru fast becoming the respiratory disorder
capital of the world?

O Yes
O No
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Mock funeral, pulling Land use policy critical 'Don’t alter draft order
tractor... 9th Sep 2018 to reduce ESZ in W
10th Sep 2018 Ghats'...

4th Sep 2018
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Auto driver lifts his Join hands for forest Mahamasthakabhishek
house by 4 feet conservation, says DCF a at Dharmasthala in
54 mins ago 11th Sep 2018 Feb 2019

11th Sep 2018

What does your star sign say?

A
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