
Politicians demanding
free IPL passes 

The deputy mayor and cor-
porators demanding free
passes for IPL match is high-
ly unethical. They were
elected to run the city well.
Further, their threat to tax
more or will not clear
garbage amounts to black-
mail. It is their duty to keep
the city and all public places
clean regardless of the
events. If higher tax is justi-
fiable, why have not levied it
earlier and why do they link
it to their personal advan-
tages? If this trend goes
unchecked now, they will
become a menace for every
future event in the city.
— DV Raghavan, Bangalore 

IPL  tickets: Open
corruption by BBMP 

KSCA need not fear BBMP
corporators who think they
deserve special treatment.
They have acted in a ruth-
less manner by demanding
thousands of free tickets.
KSCA is not obligated to give
out free tickets to corpora-
tors. Demanding bulk tickets
is nothing but open corrup-
tion.
— VS Ganeshan, Bangalore

Should we simply give
up on this nation?
India’s cricket bodies are
among the richest not only
in India but in the world.
Government has been con-
ferring bounties and fiscal

concessions on them for
years now. Local bodies have
not been lagging in their
munificence by various
waivers. Indian Premier
League, the cash cow of BCCI
and other state affiliates, is
now in the line of fire of the
BBMP and few powerful of
the state government. It is
not for any altruistic reasons
but simply for getting some
free passes. While the plan-
ning commission is working
hard to fix the minimum
amount required for one to
survive between `28 and
`32, the minimum ticket for
a two-hour game is any-
where between `500 and
`700. Should we simply give
up on this nation?
—NK Raveendran, Bangalore

VK Singh is hell-bent on
creating controversies 
The present army chief has
stirred a hornet's nest by ex-
pressing reservations about
India's defence preparedness.
General VK Singh seems to
be hell-bent on creating con-
troversies before retiring. The
Ministry of Defence has sum-
moned the three service
chiefs to get first-hand infor-

mation on the country's de-
fence preparedness. This is
laughable since our Union
defence minister and his
team should know all these
details beforehand. AK An-
thony appears to be moving
about with a peculiar skull
cap and his trademark white
shirt and mundu even while
attending official military
meetings. The prime minister
must either tell Anthony to
appear in an appropriate
dress or shift him to another
department.

—MVN Raj, Bangalore

Cops must not be
politicians' puppets
Several police officers are be-
ing controlled by politicians.

This means they have to but-
ter up the politicians for pro-
motions and transfers. Many
politicians threaten duty-
bound police officers and de-
moralise them so that they
become slaves of these lead-
ers. Since there are several
dedicated police officers,
they should now demand for
police reforms. Only an inde-
pendent police administra-
tion should be responsible
for transfers and promotions.
This alone will bring back
power, dignity and better ef-
ficiency for the department.
—T Vidyadhar, Bangalore

Vijender Singh to see
more victories
Ace India pugilist, Vijender
Singh, proved he still has a

lot of fight left in him by
reaching the semi-finals of
the Asian Olympic Qualifiers-
a feat which has put him on
the plane for the London
Olympics. After looking clue-
less and out of sorts in last
year's World Championship
where he fell at the first hur-
dle, the 26-year-old has
bounced back strongly to as-
sert his class and silence his
detractors. For those follow-
ing his matches, it was ap-
parent that all the extra yards
he had put in following the
setback has done him a
world of good. The feat is a
rare distinction for Singh and
makes him the first Indian
boxer to post three consecu-
tive Olympic appearances. 
—NJ Ravi Chander, Bangalore
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Attack on
media: Court
adjours hearing
The high court on
Tuesday has adjourned
the PIL seeking to
initiate disciplinary
proceedings against
the media and the
police for the alleged
attacks on the
advocates by April 9 to
Wednesday. The
division bench headed
by chief justice
Vikramajit Sen has
adjourned the PIL
seeking to initiate
disciplinary
proceedings against
the media and 
the police for 
the alleged attacks 
to Wednesday for 
the further
continuation of the
arguments. 

PG 5PG 4
IIM COURSE WILL
CREATE POLITICALLY
CORRECT WOMEN

Dear Reader, are you facing a chronic problem
in your area? Do you feel frustrated
because nothing has been done
about it so far? All is not lost.
Please write to us at 
fixitdna@gmail.com and do
send us your phone number.
Our reporters will make sure
your grievance is highlighted to
draw the attention of the 
authorities concerned. 

Here’s a
tomb of

monumental
apathy 

Nobody knows the
cultural significance of
the Kadlekai Parishe or
groundnut fair that is held
every year. These are all
part of our heritage and
need to be preserved.

—Ashwin Mahesh, 
CEO, Mapunity

PG 4

11 killed
in Raichur

road
accident

Aishhwariya Subramanian 
● BANGALORE

It's the time of the year jew-
ellers eagerly wait for. Akshaya
Tritiya, considered to be the
most auspicious day to pur-
chase gold, will fall on April
24 and the jewellers in the city
are gearing for the big day.

While the price of gold con-
tinues to climb, traders are ex-
pecting the day to be as event-
ful as the ones in the previous
years.

“The price of gold will be
considerably higher on Ak-
shaya Tritiya than what it was
last year; but there is a lot of
sentimental value attached to
the day. People want to buy
gold on this auspicious day and
bookings have already started,”
says TA Sharavana, president,
Karnataka Jewellers’ Associa-
tion. He says most jewellers
will see nearly a month's worth
of sale in the few days preced-
ing the festival.

“Akshaya Tritiya starts at 6
pm on 23 and will end at 8 pm
the next day. Right from 21, you
can expect jewellers to be busy.
People should see this as an in-
vestment. Currently 10 grams
of gold cost you around

`29,000 but by the end of the
year, it will be worth `35,000.
Gold offers better returns than
anything else; jewellers should
capitalise on this,” he adds.

However, some jewellers

feel that the price will not rise
as predicted. 

“It will be a good haul and
the sales are likely to go up 10
to 15 times. But the price will
be more or less what it is right

now,” says Vinod Hayagriv,
managing director, C Krishni-
ah Chetty & Sons. He also
echoes the sentiment that peo-
ple will flock to buy gold on 24.
“Big stores like ours have spe-
cial offers and schemes. Also,
there are better designs; so
whatever the price is, people
will buy,” he adds.

Shaik Allanbaksh, the own-
er of Gold Palace Jewellers in
Commercial Street, agrees. 

“While it is auspicious for
Hindus to buy gold during this
occasion, people from other re-
ligions too buy gold on Ak-
shaya Tritiya as it is considered
a lucky day,” he says.

But there are those who be-
lieve that the jewellery indus-
try is not beleaguered by rising
price but by the change in con-
sumers' attitude.

“Young people, especially
those in cities like Bangalore,
want instant gratification. So,
instead of investing in gold,
they would rather go on a hol-
iday, or buy an iPad. Jewellers
have to lure people to invest
in gold,” says Sumesh Wad-
hera, managing director, The
Art of Jewellery, who also or-
ganised a jewellery exhibition
in the city recently.

Aishhwariya Subramanian 
● BANGALORE

If researchers at the Indian In-
stitute of Science (IISc) are to
be believed, Bangalore is one
most poorly managed cities in
the country with a huge car-
bon footprint (CF). IISc re-
searchers Dr TV Ramachan-
dra, Bharath H Aithal, Salvi
Takur and Shwetmala, who
are amid a two-year project
funded by Asia-Pacific Net-
work for Climate Change, say
the area under vegetation in
the city declined from 71% in
1973 to 12% in 2012.

“Bangalore leads the pack of
cities with higher CF. It is one
of the most mismanaged cities
and only 3.4% of the Banga-
loreans is environmentally lit-
erate,” says Ramachandra of
Energy & Wetlands Research
Group, Centre for Ecological
Sciences (CES). 

The city’s architecture,
which is not eco-friendly, too
adds to CF. “There has been an
increase in the number of
high-rise buildings with glass
facades which trap heat. This
means more use of electricity
for fans and air conditioners,
which drives up CO2 emis-
sion,” he says. 

The study, which focuses on
measuring the city's CF, shows
that high-rise buildings ac-
count for 59% of the carbon
emission.

Ramachandra says there is
gross mismanagement of sol-
id waste in the city. The study
shows 72-75% of the city's ur-
ban solid waste (USW) is es-
sentially organic waste. “There
is a lack of coordination in
managing waste and the treat-
ment system is not effective,”
he says, pointing out that the
dumping of USW poses severe
environmental problems.

According to the study, mis-
management of the city’s wa-
ter resources, along with inad-
equate recycling, not only con-
tributes to CF but threaten res-
idents' well-being.

“Urbanisation leads to a re-
duction in the number of wa-
ter bodies. This especially af-
fects those  below poverty line
as they don’t have a place wash
their clothes. Besides, water
gets contaminated,” says 
Ramachandra. 

Sewage and wastewater are
mostly discharged into storm
water drains that link to 
waterbodies, contaminating
them and posing a threat 
to public health, the study
adds.

DNA Correspondent 
● BANGALORE

The state government on
Tuesday signed  a memoran-
dum of understanding with
Vedanta Foundation, a non-
government organisation to
improve the functioning of
2,635 anganwadis in Banga-
lore Rural, Bangalore Urban,
Chikballapur and Ramanagara
districts in Karnataka.

According to the MoU, the
Vedanta Foundation will help
the district administration of
the four districts in filling gaps
between needs and resources
in service components of Inte-
grated Child Development
Scheme, such as nutrition, pre-
schooling, capacity building of
workers and empowerment of
community. The scope of the
programme covers 1,139 An-
ganwadi Centres in Chickbal-
lapur, 1207 Anganwadi Cen-
tres in Bangalore Rural, 222
Anganwadi Centres in Banga-
lore Urban and 67 Anganwadi
Centres in Ramnagara. 

Over 1, 10,000 children be-
tween the age group of 3 and 6
years will benefit from the pro-
gramme. Ramesh B Zalki, prin-

cipal secretary to government,
Department of Women & Child
Development said: “The An-
ganwadi programme was de-
signed to tackle the problem of
malnutrition, infant mortality
and immunisation. Learning
while playing also helps chil-
dren inculcate values and bring
about a desire for education.
Vedanta Foundation's proven
expertise in supporting An-
ganwadis will further augment
Karnataka government's An-
ganwadi initiative.”

Ravi Krishnan, CEO, Vedan-
ta Foundation, said: “Our en-
deavour has been to support
the government in alleviating

malnutrition. Through our Bal
Shakti Programme, we aim to
provide children living at the
bottom of the pyramid proper
nutrition, healthcare and pre-
school education at their re-
spective Anganwadis.”

“I’ll conduct counselling for
pregnant women and their
family members. I will explain
to them the importance of a
girl child and the benefits of
the Bhagyalakshmi scheme.
We also give 1.5 kg rice and
100 g dal per month to each
pregnant woman," said Shiv-
amma NC, an anganwadi
teacher at Kaverinagar in Ban-
galore.

RISING PRICES UNLIKELY TO STOP PEOPLE FROM BUYING GOLD ON AKSHAYA TRITIYA

Jewellers hope to strike gold 
Govt signs MoU with Vedanta
to improve anganwadis

It will be a good haul and the sales 
are likely to go up 10 to 15 times. But 
the price will be more or less what it is

right now —Vinod Hayagriv, managing director,
C Krishniah Chetty & Sons

Green cover down
from 71% to 12%

One of the most
mismanaged cities,
only 3.4% of city
dwellers are
environmentally
literate

DNA Correspondent ● BANGALORE

The hiccups in supply of beer, espe-
cially draught beer, is over and the
brew is available in abundance, said
excise minister MP Renukacharya on
Tuesday.

Pubs in Bangalore and other parts
of the state had to go without business
for a few days after March 31 due to
the hike in price of liquor from April
1. Procedural delays in enforcing the
price hike has been sorted out and
supply of draught beer and other
liquors is normal, said Renukacharya. 

He expressed confidence of ex-
ceeding the excise revenue target of

`10,700 crore for the current financial
year. "I am confident of mobilising
more than `11,000 crore from
excise. The excise rev-
enue had seen a rise of
16.6% last year. The gov-
ernment is striving hard
to fill state's coffers,
while the leaders used
to work for filling their
own pockets during the
earlier Congress govern-
ment," Renukacharya
said.

He reiterated state
government's commit-
ment for taking up

drought relief works on a war footing.
"I had requested a grant of `5 crore

for each district to take up
drought relief works. Al-

ready `4.5 crore has been
released for each district.

Deputy commission-
ers of the districts
have been instruct-
ed to use the funds
immediately to dig
borewells, procure

fodder and open
cow protection cen-

tres," he said. 
Refusing to be drawn

into a controversy over

chief minister DV Sadananda Gowda
and his predecessor BS Yeddyurappa
touring the state separately to under-
stand the gravity of drought, he said
that both the leaders were very re-
sponsive in redressing the plight of the
people. Adequate funds have been re-
leased.

Referring to Congressige Banni,
Badalavane Thanni (Join Congress and
bring a change) campaign launched
by the Congress, Renukacharya said
the Congress' hopes of coming back to
power would be shattered again. 

“People will send Congress leaders
to their homes instead of bringing
them to power,” he added. 

DNA Correspondent
● BANGALORE

Motorists using Sirsi Circle fly-
over will have to wait longer
for completion of repair works.

The Bruhat Bangalore Ma-
hanagara Palike (BBMP) had
partially closed the flyover 15
days ago to carry out replace-
ment of expansion joints. The
repair work came to a grinding
halt on Tuesday and authori-
ties say it will be completed
only after 80 days.

BT Ramesh, engineer-in-
chief, BBMP, said the `2 crore
work was stopped to facilitate
the inspection of the flyover. 

“We’ve decided to inspect
the flyover once again on
Wednesday to take major de-
cisions. Many engineers are ex-
pected to inspect the flyover.
We may need more than 80
days to complete the repair
works at four portions of the
flyover,’’ he said.

With the portion of the fly-
over near the ramp towards
Royan Circle closed, motorists
going towards Sirsi Circle from
Narasimha Raja Road and KR

Market Circle cannot proceed
beyond the down ramp. They
have to go towards Briand
Square, proceed on Sultan
Road, take a right turn at Roy-
an Circle towards Chamarajpet
1st Main, and join Mysore
Road near Bangalore Body
Builders’ Junction. Unscientif-
ic humps dot the flyover. The
authorities have not bothered
even to paint the humps with
zebra lines or put up a caution
board near the humps to alert
motorists. 

It was alleged that BBMP en-
gineers had covered expansion
joints with steel plates and
poured asphalt over it instead
of replacing them.

Meantime, traffic police are
working extra time to regulate
the vehicles movement on
Chamarajpet 1st Main. 

“With the closure of the fly-
over beyond the ramp, the fre-
quency of vehicles on Chama-
rajpet 1st Main has increased
considerably. We have to reg-
ulate the movement of vehi-
cles up to 11 pm,’’ said P
Narasimha Reddy, police in-
spector (traffic), Chamarajpet.

Beer in full flow; Renuka sees rise in revenue

This torture will go on for 80 days
BBMP had partially closed Sirsi Circle flyover 15 days ago to carry out replacement of expansion joints

Motorists going towards Sirsi Circle from Narasimha Raja Road and KR Market Circle cannot proceed beyond
the ramp —DNA

We may need more than 80 days to complete the repair works
at four portions of the Sirsi Circle flyover.

—BT Ramesh, engineer-in-chief, BBMP

While the price of gold continues to climb, traders are expecting the
Akshaya Tritiya to be as eventful as in the previous years —DNA

Sunset 18:32 hrs
Sunrise 06.09 hrs
Moonrise 23:22 hrs
Moonset 10:07 hrs

Temperature

Maximum 35.4OC
Minimum 22.7OC
Humidity 83%

Forecast

Partly cloudy sky.Rain/
thundershowers would
occur in some areas
towards evening/night.

Almanac

Shri Vikram Samvat 2069,
Sake Era 1934, Sun
Uttrayan, Uttar Gole,
Basant Ritu, Vaishakh
Krishna Paksha Panchami
till 8.23 am Nakshatra
Jyeshtha till 12.26 pm
Yoga Variyan till 3.59 pm
Karan Taitil till 8.23 am
and after that Gar till 7.21
am and Vanij starts.

Rahu Kala 
12 pm to 1.30 pm

Yam Ganda 
7.30 am to 9 am

Best period
10.30 am to 12 pm and
4.30 pm to 6.30 pm
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