
Lack of political will pulling down city’s heritage
Commission that was proposed to prepare a list of heritage places in Bangalore metropolitan region yet to take off

DNA Correspondent 
● BANGALORE

The much-vaunted Heritage
Commission could have
looked after the heritage of
Bangalore city. But only if
someone was willing. If the
very proposal still remains in
limbo today, it has been sole-
ly because of the lack of polit-
ical will of the powers-that-be.

The Agenda for Bengaluru
Infrastructure and Develop-
ment (ABIDe) Task Force, in its
Plan Bengaluru 2020, had rec-
ommended the setting up of
a Heritage Commission that
would oversee heritage con-
servation efforts for all loca-
tions in the Bangalore metro-
politan region that are not
within the jurisdiction of the
Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI) or the Karnataka archae-

ology department. 
Sanjay Sridhar, co-author of

the ABIDe report that was
published last year, remarks,
“For conserving our heritage -
- be it in terms of the monu-
ments that we have, the area
around these monuments, the
lakes of our city, or even the
cultural practices of the peo-
ple who live here -- someone
has to take up the responsi-
bility (of taking care for them).
Apart from ASI and the state
archaeological department,
someone else too has to pro-
tect and preserve the heritage
of our city.”

At present, no one even

knows what has happened to
the city’s heritage, he rues.
“Does anyone even know that
Nrupathunga Road used to be
called Cenotaph road? It had
been named so after the ceno-
taph that used to be at the Cor-
poration Circle and was later
destroyed. Tipu’s armoury,
right behind Bangalore Med-
ical College, is not even pro-
tected by ASI or the archaeo-
logical department.” 

One of the functions of the
Heritage Commission would
have been to prepare a list of
heritage places in the city. Ac-
cording to the study, the BHC
would develop and maintain

a register of heritage sites in
the metropolitan region, to be
called the Bengaluru Heritage
Register.  The development of
all locations included in the
register would have to be ap-
proved by the commission.
The BHC would also identify
methods of protection and
conservation that can be ap-
plied to the sites. 

“When people are not re-
minded of heritage sites, their
association with the sites
come to a standstill; this leads
to further apathy in maintain-
ing the site, and in time we
lose both the heritage value as
well as the site itself,” adds
Sridhar. 

For the same reason, the
state's political leadership
probably needs to be remind-
ed of the state's architectural
heritage as well.

Tipu Sultan’s 200-year-old armoury in Kalasipalayam is one of Bangalore’s major heritage landmarks 
—A Veeramani

Does anyone even know that
Nrupathunga Road used to be called
Cenotaph Road?

—Sanjay Sridhar, co-author of ABIDe study

CRUMBLING
HERITAGE

PART 2

Correction

In the report titled ‘Holding fort
in a swamp of callousness’ in
DNA’s Monday edition, HV
Nanjundaiah was inadvertently
referred to as having built the
suburb of Malleswaram. He was,
in fact, the first person to settle
in the area.

Though riding without helmet and using mobile phone while riding are punishable offenses, a young biker rides his bike on 
the Outer Ring Road putting the traffic rules in corner   —Mohan Kumar BN

RULES? NEVER HEARD OF THEM

IISc aims to
cut carbon
footprint
Aishhwariya Subramanian
● BANGALORE

In a bid to reduce carbon
emission in Bangalore, re-
searchers from Indian Insti-
tute of Science (IISc), will be
collaborating with scientists
from China in a workshop on
April 13 and 14 at IISc.

The ‘Low Carbon Cities:
2012 Bangalore Workshop’
will focus on devising alter-
native methodologies in con-
trolling greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions and urban
planning. And interestingly
the researchers will compare
the Bangalore’s GHG emis-
sions with that of Xian in
China. “We chose Bangalore
to do this study because it is
one of the emerging cities in
the country and we collabo-
rated with researchers from
China because Xian is simi-
lar to Bangalore in terms of
size and growth. We will
compare the carbon emis-
sions of both cities and how
to mitigate those numbers,”
says Dr Ramachandra TV, En-
ergy & Wetlands Research
Group, Centre for Ecological
Sciences, IISc.

The speakers from China at-
tending the workshop are: Sun
Sheng Han ofFaculty ofArchi-
tecture, Building and Planning,
The University of Melbourne,
Australia; Yuanqing Wang of
Chang’an Unervisity in Xi’an,
China and Bo Qin of Renmin
university in China.

Ramachandra himself will
be presenting a paper on the
carbon footprint of Banga-

lore. “We will discuss various
issues like how consumption
of electricity has changed
over the years in the city due
to carbon emissions, and
how the landscape of the city
itself has changed,” he said.
Everything from waste mis-
management to transporta-
tion chaos will also be delved
into, he elaborated.

These discussions will
help the researchers in com-
ing up with new improved
models that will help reduce
the carbon footprint of not
only Bangalore, but other
cities in the country as well,
Ramachandra said.

“This research has been
going on for one-and-a-half
years. We will generate mod-
els for policy makers based
on that. On the second day,
we will be taking the Chinese
researchers on a field trip to
the area with the most
amount of carbon emission
in the city,” he said. 

We chose
Bangalore to
conduct this

study because it is
an emerging 
city and we
collaborated with
researchers from
China because Xian
is similar to
Bangalore in terms
of size and growth.
—Ramachandra TV of Centre
for Ecological Sciences, IISc

WITH GROWTH IN THE TRANSPORT SECTOR, LEAD USAGE HAS GONE UP AT THE RATE OF ALMOST 10% IN THE COUNTRY AND THIS WILL SPELL DISASTER IN THE FUTURE

Soon, lead batteries may have to be registered: KSPCB
DNA Correspondent ● BANGALORE

Dealers selling batteries may soon
have to register with a nodal agency
to ensure safe disposal of lead-con-
taining batteries. This will also ensure
regulated usage and recollection of
batteries for safe disposal.

At a workshop, ‘Lead acid battery
management’, organ-
ised by Karnataka
State Pollution Control
Board (KSPCB) and Na-
tional Referral Centre
for Lead Poisoning, AS
Sadhashivaiah, chair-
man, KSPCB, said: “Of
the global lead mine
production of 4.54
lakh metric tonnes in
2000, India’s share
was 1%. The growth rate of lead usage,
however, has been increasing. With
growth in the transport sector, lead
usage has gone up at the rate of almost
10%.”

With frequent power outages, lead
acid batteries have become order of
the day. From hospitals to house-

holds, lead is used in all walks of life.
“It is in everyone’s interest to recycle
as much scrap material as possible,”
he added.

With increasing lead consumption,
the KSPCB has decided to act. “We
have decided that there should be
some sort of regulation to monitor
lead entering the environment.

Hence, we have decid-
ed to adopt a Tamil
Nadu model for mon-
itoring. Dealers will
have to register with
a nodal agency or with
KSPCB and show us
sales and returns of
the batteries, which
are currently being
thrown away or given
to local wastepaper

merchants,” Sadhashivaiah said.
The nodal agency will also ensure

that these batteries are given to au-
thorised recyclers. “We have 29 recy-
clers, with most of them based in
Bangalore.  We are trying to ensure
that at least 90% of batteries come
here,” he said.

Hookahs
seized from 
2 cafes; 7 held
DNA Correspondent 
● BANGALORE

Continuing the crackdown on hookah
parlours, South-East division of city po-
lice raided 35 hotels on Monday and
found that two hotels were serving
hookah to the customers, including mi-
nors. 

The police arrested seven persons and
seized hookah and paraphernalia from
Sufi Cafe and Cape Town Cafe at Kora-
mangala 5th Block. A senior police offi-
cer said that they were keeping an eye
on the 35 hotels that were raided for a
long time. He said the police were tak-
ing a note of the age of the customers
visiting these places. Ten hookahs and
10 flavoured tobacco packets were
seized from Sufi Cafe, located in the
building of Hotel Empire. Five hookahs
and 10 flavoured tobacco packets were
seized from Cape Town Cafe, at NBC Ho-
tel. The arrested include the suppliers
of the hookahs and the managers of the
two joints.

They have been booked under India
Tobacco Control Act, BBMP Act and Kar-
nataka Police Act. Koramangala police in-
spector S Sudheera said the owner of Sufi
Cafe, Mohd Karim, was absconding and
the police were on the lookout for him.
He said the owner of Cape Town Cafe
lives in Kerala and the police had made
arrangements to take him into custody.‘Energy-efficient buildings needed’

Minister Shobha calls for identification of buildings that consume electricity recklessly
DNA Correspondent ● BANGALORE

Minister for energy, Shobha
Karandlaje, on Monday urged Kar-
nataka Renewable Energy Devel-
opment Limited (KREDL) to iden-
tify buildings that consume more
energy, and talk to their owners to
convince them to shift to more ef-
ficient systems.

She was speaking at a one-day
workshop by KREDL to discuss the
implementation of energy conser-
vation building code (ECBC).

She stated that the state gov-
ernment was losing a lot of pow-
er. “According to our records, near-
ly 2000 MW is lost. We believe it
is possible to save up to 16 mil-
lion units (MU) in a day by en-
couraging energy efficient build-
ings,” she said.

“Today, irrigation pumpsets for
farmers are not metered for vari-
ous political reasons. We must, at

least, focus on changing to energy-
efficient pumpsets in districts since
they consume maximum power,”
she added.

“The government must show
commitment and lead the way.
Data collection (on energy conser-
vation) in public buildings can then

be used to prove the methods to
the private sector,” Ajay Mathur, di-
rector general of Bureau of Energy
Efficiency (BEE).

Mathur added that while com-
mercial space in the country was
growing at a rate of 9% a year, the
rate at which energy was being
consumed by them was growing
at 13% in a year. “Air conditioning
is the biggest contributor to this
huge energy consumption,” he
said.

The ECBC is a set of guidelines
for the construction of an energy-
efficient building and this would
help cut down on power con-
sumption. The BEE, said Mathur,
believes in training all stakehold-
ers involved in the implementation
like architects, engineers and even
the masons.

“We will hold a training pro-
gramme for them at the end of this
month,” he said.

Energy minister Shobha Karandlaje at the workshop on implementation of energy
conservation building code, on Monday —A Veeramani

Deepthi MR speaks to Dr
Venkatesh Thuppil, principal ad-
visor, Quality Council of India, and
National Referral Centre for Lead
Poisoning in India and professor,
department of Bio-Chemistry and
Bio-Physics, St John’s Medical 
College.

What is lead poisoning?
Lead poisoning is also called
‘plumbism’. This is because of the
ill-effect of lead and lead-con-
taining materials on various or-
gans. Lead has no beneficial ef-
fects and children and women are
most vulnerable. The World
Health Organisation (WHO) esti-
mates that 1.2 crore people are
overexposed to lead and 99% of
the most serious cases are in the
developing world.

How does it affect people?
Lead gets absorbed through lungs,
intestine and skin. It gets accu-

mulated in red blood cells (RBCs)
and other organs. Lead enters the
foetus from the mothers’ blood.
Once it gets accumulated in the
brain, it cannot be removed. Lead
is also stored in bones for a long
period. Lead especially affects the
nervous system and kidneys. In
children, lead decreases IQ and
in adults, causes kidney-, muscle-
and nerve-related disorders.

What kind of products have
lead?
Lead is present in products used
for everyday life. We cannot live
without lead. It was used in paints
until 1970. In petrol, it is used as
tetraethyl lead. It is commonly
found in ceiling dust at home.
People working in industries us-
ing lead in any form are exposed
to it. It is found in solder and ce-
ramic glaze. At home, it is found
in TV sets, computer monitors,
cosmetics like lipsticks, nail pol-

ish and even in bindis.

Is paint used in swings and
jungle jims harmful?
Yes, more than 93% of paints man-
ufactured in India is lead-based.
The Bureau of Indian Standards
(BIS) has fixed an upper limit of
lead in paints at 1,000 ppm. How-
ever, in developed countries, lead
content is below 600 ppm. In the
US, lead content in domestic
paints is below 90 ppm. With re-
cent efforts in India by Quality

Council of India, major paint man-
ufacturers are bringing down the
lead content.

How does lead affect children?
What are the symptoms of lead
poisoning?
Lowering of IQ, short attention
spans, anaemia are some of the
effects. Elevated lead can cause
hearing and reading disabilities
and high concentration (around
100 micrograms per 100 ml of
blood) can cause death of a child.
As of March 2000, more than 
50% of children below 12 years 
of age in 2000 had blood lead lev-
els above 10 milligram per decil-
itre. 

Have you identified the paint
colours that have high levels of
toxicity?
Yes, yellow paint and many
coloured pigments have high lead
content. Even kumkum and sin-

door have abnormal levels of lead
in them. Many crayons and paint-
ed pencils cause lead poisoning in
children.

Among colours, how do you
define higher or lower levels 
of toxicity?
It is difficult to classify unless we
test them. At the National Refer-
ral Centre for Lead Poisoning, we
have highly-sensitive equipment,
XRF, to measure lead and other
toxic heavy metals such as mer-
cury, cadmium and arsenic.

How does one avoid lead in their
day-to-day life?
We need awareness programmes,
monitoring of blood lead levels,
preventing usage of lead-based
products and enacting legislation
to control pollution due to lead.
The most important step is to pre-
vent use of painted idols in water
bodies.

‘MOST PAINT PRODUCTS CAUSE LEAD POISONING’

It is in
everyone's
interest to

recycle as much
scrap material as
possible.

—AS Sadhashivaiah,
chairman, KSPCB

Q&A

Baby Neha in coma
Continued from page one

Meanwhile, Farooq, who was arrested on
Sunday has been remanded in judicial cus-
tody and is lodged in Parapanna Agra-
hara Central Jail.  He has been booked
under Indian Penal Code Sections 307 (at-
tempt to murder), 498(A) (dowry harass-
ment), and sections 3 and 4 of Dowry Ha-
rassment Act, besides section 24 of Juve-
nile Justice Act. A case has also been reg-
istered in CWC.

“Farooq married Reshma on December,
5, 2010, but allegedly started harassing her
for dowry a month later. But her father
who sold ice candy, could not afford to pay
dowry,” said Touseef.

Farooq, a mechanic, is a drug addict and
an alcoholic. He was separated from his first
wife. This was known to Reshma’s family
members who despite it agreed to marry
their daughter to him. It was only later that
they learnt that his first marriage had bro-
ken down as he used to harass her too.
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