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gencies told to

ensure supply of
potable water

Lok Adalat conducted for discussing the issue
of contaminated water supply

Staff Reporter
BANGALORE: In perhaps the
first effort of its kind in the
country, the Karnataka State
Legal Services Authority
(KSLSA) has begun the proc-
ess of bringing under an um-
brellaseveral civic agenciesin
Bangalore to tackle the men-
ace of water pollution and
contaminated water supply.
The authority, which con-
ducted an exclusive Lok Ada-
lat for discussing the issue of
contaminated water supply
and pollution of water bodies,
on Tuesday, cajoled the Ban-
galore Mahanagara Palike
(BMP), the Bangalore Water
Supply and Sewerage Board
(BWSSB), the Bangalore De-
velopment Authority (BDA),
the Karnataka State Pollution
Control Board (KSPCB) and
the Bangalore Metropolitan
Region Development Author-
ity (BMRDA) to take expedi-
tious steps to ensure potable
water supply to the residents
of Bellandur and some sur-
rounding villages.
Ramachandra Reddy, ares-
ident of Bellandui, had filed a
public interest litigation
(PIL) petition in 1998 in the
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Karnataka High Court seek-
ing a direction to the author-
ities to halt the flow of sewage
into the lake.

During an earlier sitting,
environmentalist AN. Yel-
lappa Reddy was asked by the
Lok Adalat to inspect the Bel-
landur lake and file a report.
In his report, Mr. Reddy had
stated that the BWSSBE was
discharging untreated water
into the lake.

In another report, the
BWSSB, which had also been
asked to inspect the Vrushab-
havati Valley from Mallasan-
dra to Byremangala tank, had
said the valley was full of sitt.

The KSPCBR, in its report,
had said the water in and
around the valleys is contam-
inated and being consumed
by the villagers

When the matter came up
for heaiing, Justice Manju-

nath asked the agencies to
come up with a short-term
plan to provide safe and clean
drinking water to residents of
Bellandui.

Mr. Yellappa Reddy said
small-scale industries were
discharging untreated pollu-
tants and they contained high
levels of cadmium and chro-
mium, affecting the nervous
and cardiac system.’

The BMP Commissioner,
K. Jairaj, said a scheme wais
being implemented to mod-
ernise the stoim water
drains, remove silt and sep-
arate sewage from storm wa-
ter networks ‘

He said there'is indiscrindi-
nate dumping of waste and
debris by the residents in
storm water drains and this is
causing pollution of the water
bodies. BDA Commissioner
Shankarlinge Gowda said wa-
ter could be supplied to Bel-
landur under the accelerated
water supply scheme by
drawing water from unpotiut-
ed sources nearby '

Justice Manjunath asked.
the KSPCBto submit within a
month its repoit and ad-

journed hearing to December

22,
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