s Bangalore,'
" dams,-16 weirs and 21 kim:

- cut; the throat: of Western
" Ghats.. The rivers flowing

- nourish - the -groundwater,
besides: providinga finest .

' .-Kannada andHassan i
- The  present scheme con-
templated’ is proposed 0o
be developed in three sta-
' ges: with: first phase: com:
prising* two, “dams across. -
: and | Be-
- ttakumari tribtitaries.
Addmg to'that the. enttre_--

Nov: 21 Four-

lotig ‘tutinels “are all set to |

across’ the Westeriy Ghats

breeding ground of -3, 500
odd fauna and rare flora. -
The Karnataka Power Corp—

‘oration. Limited ., (KPCL) is.

p!anmng to 1mplement the
‘Gundia I—Iydro Electric Pro-
Ject lIocated: in three: dis-
tricts- -Coorg, Dakshma

Horigadahalla -

project. will include :
like Yethiniahole, - Kenhol
Hongadahalla, - 1"Betta
kimayi,
Lingathhole;:

Kadumane- :

Mooka nama

-Theertha Swamiji, the-chief ;

forest lanid.

Kumaradhara," -
: backwdters, ‘
. “The prOJect contemplates
Speaking to reporters eTé

ubmerged in- the proposed dam

on Monday; deapra'sann'a. ;

stroy; thousands of acres of

g . dried:
Also: tnore Ihan 18 vﬂlages
would be submerged in the :
forest -

harnessing the water of Be- -

ttakumarl and Gmhole -
vérs . hoth. tnbutanes of .

~guilar ‘river ‘coiwse . will be:

sutrounding - villages  and
‘wildlife of Bisle- Pushpagm

pendents ‘of Kumaradhara_
tiver will be affectedm. Th- -:

| L’s scheme to rip apart esternGhats

- Expness News Semnce

bhi falls which attracts vrs:tors in iarge numbers:_wﬂ!. be o

——Express photo

pontifi of Sii Kukke' Subra- *: Kumaradhara river: . from across the world and. -
. manya’ Mutt-said the pro-" The: water of these rivers " the. flow: of. sacred - river .
posed ‘project: would - de- - 'will be diverted and the re-

~affected,'"he said;
Subramanya ‘- and. .
Samiti- . president. -

which  “are - de-::

garding the project...

| inKarnataka and

ousands of: Ipllgnms v131t-_..
Subramanya - temple- town

Why thls
areais
:mportant: -

IWestern ghats is plac— '
edunder.‘Bio-di-.- "
verstty Hot Spots’ -
- MThe proposed dam

. site falls in thie sérene
forésts of Western
‘Ghats which spreads -f
- across six states cover- |
“ing 1,59,000 square o
‘kmsofarea U
' W The Westérn Ghats
covers 44,000 sq kms

:Agumbe in the state re- [
_ceives highest rainfall |’
“inTndia {7,500 mm}

‘1 There are.38 dlstlnct
“tribal commumtles b
'_dwellmg here '

Kumaradhara would be;'

_Malenadu }anapara Horata'
HA:
““Kishore al!eged ‘that" the
KPCL: was- not dlsclosmg
- theaccurate mfonnatmn ’.re-

‘tunnels; transinission lines, "
- power, house, foads. ‘and.
:townshlps Wthh are’ ey
“pected to dent the forést co- -

“ed;" he said,

‘Informatlon régardmg ' :

ver further are’ not dlsclos-'_._;




