water project on course

This project is taking shape

and Cauvery water
is on its way to all the seven.
CMCs and one TMC.

R Jayvaprakash reports

t won't be long before
the seven city munici-
pal councils (CMCs) and
one town municipal
council (TMC) will have
access to water supply and a
drainage system. The Banga-
lore Water Supply and Sewer-
age Board's (BWSSB) answer
to the lack of these basic fa-
cilities in the outskirts of the
city through the nearly Rs 802
crore Greater Bangalore Wa-

ter Supply and Sanitation
Project (GBWASP) is pro-
gressing full swing.

Says Prahalad Rao, Public
Relation Officer, BWSSBE, "the
whole project is divided into
three phases where water
supply will be taken up in the
Phase I, sewerage component
in Phase II and road restora-
tion and laying in Phase 11
Earlier, a survey for provid-
ing connections was carried

out by the BWSSB in 2002
Since a lot of development
has taken place in CMCs like
K R Puram, Mahadevapura,

Bommanahalli, Rajarajesh-
warinagar and Byatarayana-
pura, the report became out-
dated and fresh study cover-
ing the eight urban local bod-
ies covering over 250 km was
carried out. The study re-
vealed that around 40 percent
of wban areas were left out
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onwards®

The project in
a nutshell. ..

& Water supply to KR Pu-
ram, Mahadevapura,
Bommanahalli, Rajara-
jeshwarinagar, By-
atarayanapura, Dasaia-

. halli, Yelahanka and

. Kengeri by end of Janu-

cary 2007 .

& Drainage work o be tak-
en up after water aug-
mentation in Jan-Feb

... 2007 o C

~ & World Bank to fund 80-

"85 percent of package
for roads, drainage

& Augmentation of the
100 MLD Cauvery water
from the main feeder

from the scheme An addi-|
tional estimate was prepared :
and re-tendered".

The water supply work:
costing Rs 410 crores is being :
carried out by the East Coast !
Constructions and L&T The
GBWASP was meant te pro-!
vide 135 miltion litres per day |
{MLD) to the CMCs/TMC and !
initial figures of providing!
1 2 1akh connections are now !
being revised to around iwo !
lakh connections With this!
additionat demand, the!
BWSSB has no option but to!

source 100 MLD of water |
through Cauvery Satge IV i
Phase I A tender for aug-i
mentation of the Cauveryi

water from the main feeder |

has been floated. With all the |
these developments water |
for all the two lakh connec-
tions will be provided by end :
of January 2007, while water |
for the 1 2 lakh connections :
will be through by December :
end. It may be noted here that :

supply to some of the CMCs |
has already been commis-:
sioned. !

On the funding for the wa- |
ter supply component, Praha- |
lad said, "Rs 119 44 crores is |
being raised through user ;
contribution, Rs 74 crores
through state grants, Rs 100 |
crores through market bor-:
rowings, and Rs 56 ciores'!
through a mega city loan:
from Karnataka Urban Infra-
structure Development Cor-

poration (KUIDFC)". ]
The Board plans fo lay the:
underground drainage at a'!

cost of Rs 303 crores in the:
second phase for which work |
will commence in December ;

and road restoration work |
will be taken up after that at

a cost of Rs 89 crores The!
World Bank is expected to'!
put in 80-85 percent of the!
funds for drainage works:
restoration. |
BWSSE has signed the final :
documents in September this !
year with the World Bank.
The sanitary works phase !
will take at least two years
fiom the time of approval. }
The BWSSB PRO said that it {:
has submitted the designs |

and road




100th ride down

New roads promise to make commuting on
Hosur Road easier

e

The junction where BMICP’s peripheral road meets Hosur Road

K Sunil Prasad

mhe dedicated zone
ifor IT. the Electron-
ic City, is in the
news since a couple
£ of vyears, for a
wrong reason. The traffic en
route to Electronic City ie
Hosur Road is chaotic Ask
any commuter on this route
on the status of traffic, and he
fumes Today, it takes almost
one and half hours to reach
Electronic City from the Silk
Board junction in peak hours.
However, all is not bad. The
under-construction road on
stilts, PWD's project to develop
an arterial road and Nandi In-
frastructure Corridor Enter-
prise's (NICE) peripheral road
are progressing, promising
much relief for commuters on
this stretch. As the four-lane
Hosur Road is the only ap-
proachroad to Electronic City,
traffic from all over the city
converges at the Silk Board
junction to move ahead.
These projects will reduce
‘the pressure on Hosur Road
once through The elevated
road will take fraffic moving
towards Electronic City from
the Silk Board junction The
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ripheral road will connect
Mysore Road, Ksmakapura
Road and Bannerghatta Road
with Electronic City

A recent traffic survey car-

ried out to study the traffic den- -

sity on Hosur Road reveals a
whopping 1 20 Iakh passenger
car units
(PCUyonanor-
mal day As
many as 10,000
trucks and 10,000 buses pass
through Bommanahalli every
day

Peripheral Road

It's a six-lane access-con-
trolled super-way all the way
beiween Tumkur Road and
Hosur Road The work on the
75-metre wide 41-km Periph-
eral Road connecting Banga-
lore-Pune Road (INH 4), Mag-
adi Road, Mysore Road,
Kanakapura Road, Banner-
gatta Road and Hosur Road

(NH 7) is on. And the imple-

menting authorities state
that almost 85 percent of the
road work is over except a
railway over bridge .near
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offtoad almost 50 percent of
traffic from Hosur Road as
people commuting to Elee-
tronic City from south and
west of Bangalore can use it.
The peripheral road doesn't
have any stoppages, and is of
six lanes with service roads
- all the way

The - distance

between

Mysore Road
and Hosur Road via The Ban-
galore-Mysore Infrastruc-
ture Corridor Praject
{BMICP) peripheralroad isa
mere 20 km,

Speaking on the project,
NICE Managing Director
Ashok Keny says, "the pe-
ripheral road between
Mysore Road and Hosur
Road is crucial as it easily
takes the burden off Hosur
Road. Apart from reducing
the distance, the traffic vol-

ume will be distributed. This .

will benefit people commut-

ing through the Silk Board-
junction, and from the south .

and west parts of the city, to
the Electronic City. There is
a hitch which has halted the

opening of the road. The.
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us because the government
wanis us build a bridge over
the lake rather than taking
the road along the lake The
government should sort out
the issue and give us land as
soon as possible as it bene-

fits thousands of com-
muters" Once this stretch is
opened, the traffic scene on
Hosur Road will never be
bad again

Elevated road

The work on the ambitious
nine-km elevated road from
Hosur Road to Electronic
City is being carried out
round-the-clock, This project
will make commuting to the
knowledge hub a pleasure.
Currently, the stilts are heing
put up on Hosur Read and
the project will be completed
within a4 maximum time
span of 24 months. It will
cost Rs 450 crores. This will
be a four-lane 'superstruc-
ture' - one of its kind It will
start from Hosur Road at the
Silk Board junction and go
straight into the heart of
Electronic City For the bene-
fit given to them, the IT firms
in Electronic City will bear
33 percent of the construc-
tion costs, while the remain-
ing will be shared hetween
the Centre, the National
Highways Authority of India
(NHAI) and the State Gov-
efnment. ’

The project will also in-
clude four subways for the
heavy pedestrian traffic to
cross at Bommanahalli,
Garvebhavipalya, Kudlu and
Singasandra junctions. Ho-
sur Road will not be dug up
for the construction of the
subways A ‘box-pushing'
technology where the sub-
way is tunneled in from the
sides will be adopted

Arterial roads
The Karnataka FPublic

- Works Department (KPWD)

is carrving out a massive and
comprehensive plan to devel-
op some of the crucial arteri-
al roads in the peripheral ar-
eas of the city One sector
that is going to benefit from
the project is Hoswr Road
Under the project, three cor-
ridors of roads - east, south,
and west will he developed.
And Hosur Road sector falls
under east.

Theeastern corridor will
involve a cost of Rs 27.45
crores and cover upto 45 km
and fourroads. This corridor
road starts from NH 7 (Hosur
Road) and joins NH 4 via Sar-
japur, Bommasandra,
Varthur, Whitefield,. and
Kadugodi: The existing road
netwotk comprises: single-
lane; intermediate-lane and

‘{wo-lane roads, and they are

to be widened to two-lane for
the entire stretch. This proj-
ect will ensure connectivity
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