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‘D/evélopment has to be

envimnment—inclusive’

Express News SERVICE

Bangalore, Dec 16: Dis-
missing the notion that
economic development
and environrnental pre-
servation had tobeon a
path of confrontation,
Nobel Laureate Amaitya
Sen said that economic
development could not
be divorced from ecologic-
al concerns.

He was delivering the
valedictory address on
‘Environment and Pove-
rty: Two Worlds or One'
at the Futute En-
vironmental Trends Con-
ference on ‘Energy, En-
vironment and Developm-
ent-Analysing Opportunit-
ies for Reducing Poverty’

in the city on Saturday.

Calling development
the ‘expansion of person-
al freedom’ he said that it
was not merely increase
of income or in-
dustrialisation or techno-
logical advance; but also
how development can in-
fluence and affect the
lives and freedom of
people involved

He said “'Seeing de-
velopment as enhancemn-
ent of human freedom
involves diverse con-
cerns, but incorporating
expansion of social oppo-
rtunities ard quality of
life, which are integrally
dependent on ecology
and environmental pre-
servation, must be among

the central concerns in
development thinking.”
Many human activities
that accompany the pro-
cess of development may
have destructive consequ-
ences ‘Development is
an empowering process
and this power can be
used to preserve and en-
rich the environment and
not just to decimate it.”
He also spoke about the
political inactivity in deal-
ing with issues like global
warming and maintained
that some societal action
or institutional interven-
tion was required to deal
with the biases of ‘self-
centred economic incent-
ives that characterise the
pure matket economy’.

Nobel Layreate Prof Amartya Sen releasing literature on ‘Green India 2047
rRenewed: Looking Back to Change Track’ at the ‘3rd Future Environmental
Trends Conference on Energy, Environment and Development’ organised
by TERI in Bangalore on Saturday. Also seen are Chairman, TERI Governing
Council A Ramachandran and Director General Dr R K Pachaurl.




