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Make development environment-inclusive’

Preservation of pollution-free atmosphere impor

] Special Correspondent

i BANGALORE: Nobel lawreate
* Amartya Sen said on Saturday
that the need of the hour was
to integrate environmental
concerns with a broad view of
development

Delivering a talk on “Envi-
ronment and Poverty: Two
worlds or one?” at the valedic-
tory of an international con-
ference organised by the Tata
Energy Institute, Veolio En-
vironment Institute and the
Institute for Sustainable De-
velopment and International
Relationships (IDDRI), he
suggested that development
has to be
environment-inclusive,

He disapproved the com-

mon belief that development
and environmental protec-
tion cannot go together. AL
the superficial level it might
appear that economic devel-
opment is responsible for en-
vironmental  degradation.
Similarly, the development
enthusiasts were accusing
environmental activists of
being “anti-development”
But this confrontational view
was fundamentally errone-
ous.

But development cannot
be divorced from ecological
and environmental concerns
as both are inter-related. Fo-
cussing on the quality of life
could help generate a neces-
sary understanding of not on-
ly development. but also of
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the nature of the
environment.
Since we have reason to

value the freedom to lead a

pollution-free life, the pres-
ervation of a pollution-free
atmosphere must be an im-
portant part of the objectives

tant, says Amartya Sen

of development, he said

He admitted that it was a
fact that the process. of eco-
nomic and social develop-
ment could, many a time, also
have destiuctive consequenc-
es .

But such unfavourable ef-
fects should be identified and
resisted besides strengthen-
ing the positive and construe-
tive contributions of
development.

Later speaking to report-
ers, Prof. Sen referred to the
growth of IT industry in Ban-
galore Though the IT indus-
try too  account for
environmental pollution, the
degree of pollution was lesser
compared to conventional in-
dustries, he said.

‘Sen: politically

motivated 2

B S Satish Kumar

BANGALORE: Nobel Laureate
Amartya. Sen on Saturday
obliquely defended the West
Berngal Government. decision
to give agricultural land to Ta-
ta Motors for setting up a car
plant in Singur.

He told The Hindu on the
sidelines of a lecture that he
delivered here that “the bene-
fits will be more,” with the
implementation of such pro-
jects,

He termed the opposition
to handing over agricultural
land for the project “politi-
cally motivated ”

Resorting to hunger stiike
was not the way of dealing
with economic development,
he said. “I am not surprisedby
this They are in the Opposi-
tion and they have to do this.”




