By Amirav Ransan

New Delhi, Nov-27: The Centre
~plans to set up ‘a national en-
vitonment court and four more at
the regional level, comprising
judicial and scientific experts, in
the next one vear to speed up
disposal of disputes relating to de-
filing of environment and forets.
And uniike the tribunals, which
were to be set up following Paili-
ament’s approval of the National
Environment Trjbunal - “Act * of
1995, the new courts will have the

‘bower to ddjudicate on the dis- -

pues  Previously, approved ti-

bunals only had. jurisdiction fo:

award compensation and relief
for damage to persons, property
and the environment :

* “Initially, four Regional En-

vironment Tribunals. are propos-
ed tobe set up, one each’for the
Northemn, Southern, Eastern &
Northeastern, and Central & We-

stern regions,” says the proposed
~Environment. . Tribunal - Bil”.
which has been sent for Cabinet -

approval so that it can be brotght
- In during the ongoing session of
Parliament T

settle environment

At present, neither the high
courts nor the Supreme  Court
have exclusive jurisdiction on en-
vitonmental issues and, hence,
their disposal of such cases gets
delayed. The courts also do not
have independent statutory pahel
of scientists to help and advise
them on regular basis. To that
end, the Bill proposes that each of
the tibunals be equipped with
eight technical mernbers from
each aspect of physical and earth
sciences with expertise assured by

- selecting those who have 15 vears

of relevant experience in the field
The Law - Commission, in- its
186th Report, had recommended

" such courts in each state, with jud-

icial and scienitific experts for de-
aling with environmental is-
putes. - . - :
The - report submitted in
September 2003 had resulted in

: .Gove'mmentv\fithholdingimplem—

entation of the 1995 Act™
On enactment of the 2006 Bil,

the authiorities set up to examine
‘a limited issue would be wound -
up and their fiinctions transferred -
totheuibunals There are present. -

ty 16 sich adhoc panels, including

cases

envitenment protection panels
for the National Capital Region,
Taj Trapeziym, National Coastal

. Zone, Doon Valley, Mahabale-

shwar Panchgani and Dahanu
Talika.

The tribunals would adjudicate
disputes relating to “all civil cases”
where a substantive question of
environmental protection includ-
ing enforcement of legal rights re-
lating to environment is involv-
ed”. No other court or authority
will have the jurisdiction to en-
tertain any appiication; claim or
action that can be dealt by the tri-
bunals . }

Any non-compliance with any
directions or order of the tribunal
would be an’ offence punishable
with fine which may extend up to
Rs 10 crore;, -

If non-compliance continues,
the courts can attach the off-

-ender’s .prdp_erty and direct its

sale for proceeds after thee
months have elapsed Appeals to
the tribunals’ decisions can be
made to the nationat tribunal and
the Supreme Court, respectively

‘within 30 days of the judgement,
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~ sdysthe proposed Biil




