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s. 691 crore sanctioned

for four projects in city

| They are to be implemented through JNNURM

- Staff Reporter

. BANGALORE: Plans to improve
. Bangalore’s  infrastructure
. have finally got a major boost

. with the Union Government

; sanctioning Rs 691 crore for
; executing four major projects
: that are expected to stream-
line traffic and reduce flood-
ing during rain

These projects to be imple-
¢ mented through the Centre’s
i Jawaharlal Nehru National
Urban Renewal Mission
(JNNURM) include remod-
elling of storm water drains
along the four major valleys
and construction of under-
passes at Malleswaram, RV.
Teachers’ College junction
and Tagore Circle 'The Union
Utban Development Minis-
1y, which had earlier reject-
ed the BMPs City
Development Strategic Plan
(CDSP), approved it on Fri-
day at a meeting in New
Delhi

However, the tripartite
memorandum of agreement
(MoA) that was to be signed
between the Centre, Karnata-
ka Government and the BMP,
did not come through at the

meeting It }.hkély to be

signed on December 1. BMP
Commissioner K. Jairaj, who
ajong with Principal Secreta-
1ty: {(Urtban Development)}
Lakshmi Venkatachalam and
othet top officials made a pre-
sentation on the CDSP at the
meeting, told The Hinduover
telephone from Delhi that the
approval of these projects
was a “major achievement” to
the BMP.

“Of the Rs 691 crore that
has been approved, Rs. 648
crore is for remodelling the
Challaghatta, Hebbal, Kora-
mangala and Vrishabhavathi
valleys  The  remaining
amount is for constructing
the thiee underpasses The
funds are likely to be teleased
shoitly,” he said

While work on remodelling
of storm water drains had al-
ready started, that on the un-
derpasses would begin in
December, he said.

While the Union and State
governments would contrib-

ute 35 per cent and 15 per
cent respectively of the sanc-
tioned Rs 691 crore, the BMP
would have to contribute the
rest. .

JNNURM Mission Direc-
tor Raja Mohan, Union Joint
Secretary for Poverty Allevia-
tion Mohanty and Union Ui-
ban Development Secretary
Ramachandiran, who were
present at the meeting, ap-
preciated BMP’s various citi-
zen-fiiendly schemes

" They also expressed a de-
sire that these schemes, in-

cluding “Suvarna Khata,”
“Suvarna Parvanige” and
property  tax  collection,

should be taken up in other
cities, he added

Meeting

Administrator of BMP Di-
lip Rau, who assumed office
on Thursday, went round the
BMP head office .and the
modern Council Hall on Fri-
day After an intioductory

meeting with the joint com-
missioners and other offi-
cials, M1. Rau asked them to
make a presentation on the
ongoing projects on Saturday

MoU -
Delhi Special Correspond-
ent reports:

Speaking to a group of
presspersons, Mr.-Jairaj said
that a formal memorandum
of understanding would be
signed with the Union Minis-
try of Urban Development in
about a week for the imple-
mentation of the projects. Al
draft of the MoU was almost
ready. The Central Ministry
had sought some- ciarifica-
tions and they wounld be given
in the next few days.

He said a perspective plan
had been prepared to make
full use of Rs 12,000 croze
allocated under the
JNNURM over the next four
to five years.

A team of officials from the
Central Ministry would soon
go over to Bangalote at the
request of BMP to help local
officials finalise a detailed
project for a massive pro-
gramme of the housing for
the poox




