RELIC FORESTS OF CENTRAL WESTERN GHATS:
KATHALEK AN SWAMP FOREST IN KARNATAKA
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2 ,, The Imeage‘f of- Western Ghats vegetatlon goes to the
% Cjﬂndwanaland The entry ofifirst farmers 3500. yeaks ago" g“ iy
g marked onset of forest: clearances*’fjelow 1000 m for shlftlngwm o
cultivation: Long falows and thih population favoured. return g%
of the evergreens: mingled with degiduous timber trees like teak \
and rosewood TJje early farmers also sparfd strétches of the =™ "7':
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Damp, shaded arid floor covered |?a%ou‘f“dy Iltt\r‘*the sacred
f rests_ produced. blaﬁk ‘pepper, amomsand cinhamon,

a0ed P with Caesatfsgr" Rome, AVehice; . Arabia and- Chlna
brlnglng prosperlt§7to Penlnsulér India. Trees were not eut,,. i
but” nen-timbker products colléction was not taboo., Sacred
forests were repositories of rare plants and anlmals ' '
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With British domination of Western Ghats from: early 19“"i
century communities lost control over forests including sacred §
groves, which got merged in secondary- forests. British . ‘and |
post-British periods saw timber harvests and even clear- felllng |
| and conversion of many sacred groves.nto tree monécultures
Among the many climax forest relics that we Iocated the proflle )
. of*Kathalekan (Kathale—dark kan= sacred forest) is presented. &
' This relic forest is in Uttara Kannada District, of Central @fg
¥ & 3& Western Ghats In Karnataka. More primary forest relics with
':‘,I, 2252 km Pe ,C oTe thelr rare biota requires to be rediscovered. - b
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Open patches are grasslands, past shifting Myristica magnifica,
cultivation fallows yet to be closed under forest | Endangered swamp nutmeg tree
succession and darker areas are Myristica swamps (arll Covered seed
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