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Why India must protect the Western Ghats from getting lost
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The Kasturirangan report on the
between development and enviror:

Sadly, the union government has
recommendations of the Kasturir:

t minister M Veerappa Moily put on hold all implementation of the

This is worrying, because India is=# ateprarre vvioad 1ol
Ghats — pushes us closer to a tipping point.

Hydrogen bomb test claim: Is taming North Korea a losing struggle?
This will cause not just the loss of species and the degradation of unique biodiversity hotspots — the Ghats for, instance, have shrunk by 25% over the

past decades — but will also affect rainfpdl pattesns, iy lﬂﬁMlSWgtFBSHEMM(& aé@tﬁﬁ"s‘"t‘?ahégf(ﬂl’i'ﬂ es of the country.
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Already, in the devastation that Uttar SIREITR TR 1n ST A ors Over it T 0 e

environment — which might seem like 3g L{‘@ESFIP& S(Eoﬂgwg apr gp{a}{g&s fnd ﬁleg]ﬁgo
residents and families. And yes, to 10%31@8%%&?%@ 95 behind Pathankot attack: ex-CIA operative

The Kasturirangan panel has sougflt ]to balance those two concerns, watering down the environmental regulation regime proposed by the Western Ghats
Ecology Experts Panel’s Gadgil report i 2. a year earlier.
gu gao’n

stems and ecological balance — as is happening in the Western

‘What the Kasturirangan report propose ore realistic model — one that would not, by any means, protect all of the Western Ghats, or even all
that is left unspoilt there, but that couf’d some of the damage that unchecked development stands to cause.

It is a formula that could work, if the 8n€hm%@ﬁbministry stands firm behind it.
o dehradun

The Kasturirangan report seeks to brifg j#doB7% of the Western Ghats under the Ecologically Sensitive Area (ESA) zones — down from the 64%

suggested by the Gadgil report. If enfBrdké@l_;mis would protect thousands of endemic species.
o kolkata

It seeks to protect water sources that eurheaklvofged all of peninsular India, and green swathes that help control temperature and climate across southern
India. o patna
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This area includes protected areas and Uli$CO World Natural Heritage Sites, and excludes nearly all of the Ghats’ inhabited areas. Most of these
areas are already protected by no

i member of the Madhav Gadgil panel. "But this will only be
b and scientific manner."

"There needs to be a healthy coex|
possible when we can discuss the

The report was met with howls o started by local leaders and politicians with vested interests. Once

the people had begun to panic, thq
In a crucial election year, the Cen I|and running out of time.

‘Govts working with narrow, v

~¢-1:
Madhav Gadgil, a former membet { estern Ghats Ecology Expert Panel and gave recommendations for
the protection of the pristine ecos}, _.,A“,"L _:{' E 0 LW S port. Now he says he feels betrayed that the government has not
done anything to protect one of the world’s finest ecosystems. Excerpts from an interview with Chetan Chauhan.

‘Metro Man’ does not agree with SC’s premium coach idea for Delhi
Why does India need to protect the Western Ghats?

tion fings may cross Rs 1 cr by Jan 15.
auds Delhi;s odd-gven rollqut

vers like the Krishna
stem Ghats lt }1as important
Lot im

The Western Ghats are very 1mp0rtan? ts A
and Godavarl Most of the plant and am 0 1

Why are governments not interestel i e
e opinion

I think all governments, state and Cerﬁr%c]é&b%rkmg with narrow vested interests. There is clear evidence that they are
trying to protect the interest of buildefs, %ﬂé&gﬂﬁnd mine owners and that their decisions are being controlled by them.
The governments have refused to be 1%5%55&&!@150 the people, who have a Constitutional right to decide what kind of
environment they want to live in. ~ © 2logs

o authors
The state governments say that '
No recommendation made by any ~
framework of the Constitution. W

s will stall development in the region. What is your view on this?

% “ntal laws such as the Environment Protection Act, or the overall
ied in the right spirit, and the view of local bodies heard.

Do you think the government is

The government is not working foi
it is curbing the democratic right:
of the Western Ghats Ecology Ex
was not accepted by the governmc

specific environmental protection regulations in the Western Ghats,
g the projects that will enter this rich, bio-diverse area. As chairman
the people’s democratic right to question, a recommendation that

Nachiappan, 46, a farmer in the Nilgiri biosphere, bought a 5-litre can of green paint last month, after hearing a rumour that all houses in the Ghats’
eco-sensitive zones would have tofktqraBryé inikecpaaditioth ¢herksdmnesh3dtihho ob alie Kestleirangan report.

He i§ now planning to 1.*etu1“n t.he paint afftefson from Kerala: There can be no dissent against Army, State PHOTO BY GEO
hearing that the report is not likely to §e A5 elders show the way. youth are key to reversing climate change
implemented anyway. o Northeapt must brace themselves and develop a disaster preparedness plan

o Studying trends in terror operations the key to an effective response

Not far away, another farmer, Muthu%el &anlirless is crucial and we can’t wash our hands off it
sold three of his cows after heat;m t&a& Torest

officials would soon have to impose aoc%'llf&%et
on the number of grazing animals per football
household.

o tennis
other sp i

In reality, the report had recommaggad
restrictions on quarrying, deforest]
and large-scale cattle-grazing.

Still, leaders declared that it was &
displace and victimise farmers.

Following an uproar from politici§i
community leaders ahead of a cru
year, Kerala chief minister Oom
the Congress party rushed to Del
prime minister, soon after the repd

released, saying his government y . " " @ " _ONTINUE TO CREEP FURTHER INTO THE

if farmers were "victimised".
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implement the recommendations of the Rglaistan pacer Mohammad Aamir granted visa for New Zealand tour

o Australia lift Frank Worrell trophy as Sydney Test ends in draw
"Come what may, we will not allow this(*lsayGRighap &mrﬁgiﬁsg(mmﬂmﬁa&mgmg_ﬁze Kle}gglm@{ﬁate where the inhabited portions of the
Western Ghats are populated mainly by Bbuistini ot shel hainésobadotegidal sewiosis.apharifafingry 2gnnot be thrown out of their homes."

. o Qatar Open: Djokovic, Nadal and Berdych ease into quarters )
In Tamil Nadu, the Western Ghate.ReeplgsBretection Forum has been among those leading protests. The Tamil Nadu government has also opposed

the recommendations of the report, sayipgdhgyriiaigs on the state’s authority and right to determine ecological governance.

o

bollywood
For activists like N Badusha, who hasobmlﬁgggag to protect the Ghats for four decades, the campaign of misinformation and manipulation is
troubling. o regional movies

"It is worrying that even the Kasturiraglgﬁ%me_@ﬁich is a far milder version of the earlier Gadgil report, has provoked this outrage," he says. "Those
with vested interests are spreading rumours of farmers being thrown out of their homes. In reality, the report sought to tackle, among other things, the
more than 300 illegal mining units in thfi 1n§§; areas of the Ghats along Kerala-Karnataka border, and the land and wood mafias active here. Sadly,
instead of taking them on, we are fatiags 37 Sl <~y iy

Meanwhile, for now, grazing and ' ,4; l a ats; homes will continue to be built.

Some of these settlements are now
see wild elephants curling their tre

few metres away, in areas such as Bandipur in Karnataka, you can
on leaves and lion-tailed macaques at their quarrelsome best.

Meanwhile, with both panel repo: ans for development here.

Up next: Hydro-electric power pr¢

_gthe Gundia river in Karnataka, both nestled within the Western
Ghats. :

By Ramesh Babu (With inputs fi

Gd8tO8r wind turbines and fancy hill stations in Maharashtra.

with Veerappa Moily, soon after the latter took
additional charge as union environmeat §8rfigted sdlD&@HBES angry look in Singam franchise impresses

o Netflix and chill: 5 shows to kick start your addiction
Instead, Chavan opposed the recommgnggfipnsafia SRR RARININS SUAFYA}A Nepma ROWSHAIPigeAsANd red-

category industries within sections of he (ihaig. KhgdsroBupe PN g it faGl ARG IQBAHRIOIT AHND Bt
government, with industries migisfgedigrayan Rane threatening to bar all forest officers from entering his home

district of Sindhudurg. o sex & relationships

. . o health & fitness . o
"The Kasturirangan report tried to strikeg balangs hefpigen the wishes of the government, ministers and

corporations, and yet even this report hag ¢aysgdighacklash,"” said an environmental scientist, requesting
anonymity. "In Maharashtra, politiciags gwhp pought land to develop them as hill stations and have identified
potential sites for tourism here are de@r%gﬁ that the report be quashed," he added.

more from lifc
In Maharashtra, the Ghats cover 55, 345 RS ACTOSS Ttricts. In its recommendatlons the Kasturirangan

report suggested that 17,340 sq . pike~~~ iy gl'y sensitive.

With the government intent on mg
say further development will see t
placing endangered species in furt

any cost, environmentalists
» across the country and

m A mining site within the Ghats in Goa.
arg taluka, a hotbed of iron- HT FILE PHOTOS

langered Asiatic elephant

Environmentalists are also concer
ore mining and an integral part of gy
and the critically endangered tige /il

"Projects in these corridors will d S man-animal conflict," says Stalin D, project director of
environmental NGO Vanashakti. i

In Goa, an area of 1,461 sq km ha

ce?
In Gujarat, home to just two protetted Sy proposed as eco-sensitive areas, there have been no
concerns raised by either the Narendra MOdl government, the opposition or the environmentalists in that state.
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Gujarat

WHAT'S
AT STAKE

1,64,280 sq km

The Western Ghats cover a
total area of 1,64,280 sq
km across six states:
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa,

mhﬁﬁfa%%ﬁ& rostfeKaldadtaninal akd Bindndia
Tamil Nadu.
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