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) KAKINADA: East Godavari zilla parishad chairman D Janardhana Rao has appealed to
City :  Bangalore people living at the seashore areas to protect mangrove forests.

Area: | Speaking at a national workshop on the 'People's participation in protecting the mangroves',
organised by the Swaminathan Research Foundation in Kakinada on Monday, he s aid the
mangrove forests were forming a natural protection to the seashore from cyclones and in
times of low depression in Bay of Bengal.
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For several decades people have been using the mangroves as firewood which would be
detrimental to their own safety, the chairman said. He pointed out that several areas on
seashore in East Godavari withstood the onslaught of 1996 cyclone because of the
mangroves.

District collector Jawahar Reddy said mangrove forests were spread in about 35,000
hectares in the district out of 55,000 hectares along the cost in the state. He said places like
Balusuthippa and Bhiravapalem were affected by cyclone because of the ero-sion of
mangrove forest in these areas. Stressing the importance of safeguarding the mangrove for
the security of seashore areas, he said alternative income generation schemes were being
implemented in the fishermen areas under Velugu project. Executive director of the
Foundation P C Kesavan said the population growth at the seashore areas need to be taken
RELATED ARTICLES into account to further enrich the mangrove to maintain ecological balance.
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