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Many bird species are said to be declining or are at risk, including in the
unique ecosystem of Sky Island

BENGALURU: A national survey report, 'State of India's
Birds-2020', prepared by 13 government and non-
government organisations, has painted a grim picture of
the avian population, especially of species endemic to the
Western Ghats.

The report, released in New Delhi on Friday, revealed that
rapid change in land-use pattern along the ghats,
including in Karnataka, is affecting avian habitat and is a
major cause behind 75% decline in the population of 12
species of birds endemic to the region.

Birdwatchers and ornithologists from across India,
including Bombay Natural History Society, Wildlife Institute
of India, and Zoological Survey of India, studied close to
1,000 species of birds and their trends. They said a large
number of species thought to be common and widespread
has moved to the 'high-conservation priority' category.
"The 12 Western Ghats endemics included in the analysis
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are almost 75% lower in their abundance index today than

before 2000, indicating a steep long-term decline. This is

worrying, because such declines are shown even among

many common species like crimson-backed sunbird and

yellow-browed bulbul," the report pointed out.

Species such as Malabar grey hornbill, Malabar barbet,

Malabar parakeet, Malabar woodshrike, white-bellied

treepie, Nilgiri flowerpecker, white-bellied blue flycatcher

and others have witnessed a decline.

Referring to species of 'Sky Island' (shola forests) - the

unique ecosystem in high altitudes of central and southern
Western Ghats - the report said, "The Sky Island
ecosystem faces a number of threats, placing many of the

species at risk."
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