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British in order to convert grasslands and shola forests

into a more aesthetically pleasing and commercially

profitable landscape.

The International Union for Conservation of Nature,

commonly known as IUCN, defines invasive alien
species as those that are introduced, either
accidentally or intentionally, in areas outside their
natural geographic range and then establish
themselves in natural or semi-natural ecosystems —

often beginning to threaten native biodiversity.

In the century between the 1820s and the 1930s,
British colonizers introduced to the Western Ghats

more than 40 new, invasive, and exotic trees, without

any research or understanding of the different types of
plants, ecosystems, or soils prevalent in the region. By
independence, the Indian economy had become
reliant on the exotic species, and their cultivation was
encouraged. But in the 1990s, as the Indian economy

grew stronger and awareness grew of the pitfalls of
converting natural ecosystems into non-native
plantations, forest departments stopped harvesting
these species. Since then, their growth has been
unchecked and purely invasive.

Most of these exotic tree species prevent the growth of
local flora by making the soil acidic and altering the
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similar threat, as their habitat loss leads them to

venture into human territories, prompting conflicts
with humans. The Nilgiri Tahr is yet another species

venturing increasingly into towns in order to forage for
food, as its food sources shrink with the spread of the
trees.

Related on The Swaddle:

Habitat Loss, Climate Change Endangers 3 Wildcat
Species Unique to South Asia

Published in the Journal of Environmental

Management, the study on invasive, exotic species

pushing endemic species to the brink of extinction was
conducted by researchers from the Indian Institute of
Science Education and Research in Andhra Pradesh
and the Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the
Environment, Karnataka.

The researchers also highlighted the lack of attention
given to the menace of invasive species in the Western
Ghats. “In India, [these grasslands] have even been
classified as wastelands in forest management plans
since they are unlikely to generate revenue, contrary to
the timber (even if exotic) found in forests. ...
Grasslands are not wastelands. Though they are not

hainA niittA 1ica wa ara hanafitinA in Athar wave

The latest in health, gender & culture in India -- and why it matters. Delivered to your inbox
weekly.

SIGN UP

3of7 10/1/2023, 5:10 PM



Invasive, Exotic Tree Species Are Threatening the Animals of the West... https://theswaddle.com/invasive-exotic-tree-species-are-threatening-the...

invasive. “The standing trees on the first blush might
give the impression of a healthy forest, but they
actually deliver the sad story of aging and dying. The
weaker they become, the greater the spreading of
invasive species. The crisis is impending and looming,
notwithstanding the efforts put forth by the State till
now,” the judgement noted.

Recognizing the pressing need to remedy the
situation, the High Court also constituted an expert
committee to suggest measures to remove the exotic
species and rehabilitate the forests. “The Shola
vegetation has become relict in Ooty Nilgiris and may
vanish soon as a result of exotics and tea plantations,”

the subsequent report by the expert committee in
September 2019 said. It recommended mass mapping
of invasive species in each forest division of the
Nilgiris, followed by their removal, for “ecological
restoration of weed-free landscapes.”

Related on The Swaddle:

India’s Pollution Regulators Are Ineffective Due to a

Lack of Expertise, Resources: Report

However, while acknowledging the damage the
invasive species have caused to the local biodiversity,
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wattle to satisfy the prevailing high demand of
firewood,” Farshid Ahrestani, Ph.D., a wildlife and
quantitative ecologist, wrote in Conservation India.

The present study recognizes these dilemmas and its
researchers suggest identifying grassland restoration
sites using satellite images before embarking on
careful removal of young and isolated exotic trees —
instead of removing dense stands of mature exotic
trees.

“For [some] invasive species ... removing mature trees
is often ineffective. An approach that targets the
removal of young exotic trees would be more effective.
Similarly, restoring grasslands where isolated but
mature trees exist in grassland patches could be an

easy way to restrict further dispersal,” the study notes.
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