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Bangalore, also known as the ‘Garden city’ of India, was dotted with numerous lakes. Kempe Gowda, the
founder of Bangalore and his successors built more than hundred lakes and tanks in the city which are now
slowly fading out from the heart of the city due to rapid urbanisation and discharge of e�uents in the water
bodies.

The lakes were built by damming the natural valley system with constructive bunds. The local communities
used them for drinking, irrigation and other daily purposes. The lakes also catered to a range of �ora and
fauna, helped to recharge the surrounding groundwater, prevented �ooding and maintained the ecological
balance of the city.

Number of lakes left

Till 1960, there were 280 lakes in the city. The concrete jungle failed to accommodate Bangalore’s lifeline as
the number has decreased substantially. ‘Wetlands: Treasures of Bangalore (Abused, Polluted, Encroached
and Vanishing)’, a study headed by IISc’s Professor TV Ramachandra shows the current scenario of
Bangalore’s lakes.

They surveyed 105 lakes in the city and found that only four lakes are in good condition. 90% of the lakes are
polluted with sewage. Of these, 25 were covered by water hyacinth — an indicator of the sewage �ow —
throughout the year. The lakes are also covered with solid and liquid wastes with very little water.

The study also found that the water in the lakes was not �t for consumption. Only one Mylasandra lake has
water �t for consumption. Almost 98% of the lakes were encroached by land ma�a. Another �nding shows
just 29% of the lakes were suitable for breeding �sh.

They also found that the lakes in Koramangala-Challaghatta valley were more polluted than the lakes in
Hebbal valley.

Fish health hampered

The immediate effect of pollution is on the �sh. Electronic Green Journal, UCLA Library conducted a study
on Bangalore’s lakes to understand �sh mortality rate. Fish deaths were reported in Sankey, Lalbaugh, Jakkur
and Munnekolala lakes in 1995.

They conducted extensive research on Sankey tank and found that the sudden large-scale death of carps in
Sankey tank was because of the sudden drop in dissolved oxygen in the water. The drop in oxygen was
because of the inlet of sewage in the tank which led to the asphyxiation.

Before Sankey Tank, �sh deaths were reported in Lalbagh too. In March and May 2016, lakhs of �sh deaths
were reported in Ulsoor lake. O�cials said that because of the rise in temperature the deaths were a
common occurrence. Ulsoor also witnesses heavy dumping of both biodegradable and non-biodegradable
waste. This resulted in the reduction of dissolved oxygen in the water which killed the �sh.

TV Ramachandra conducted a study on the �sh deaths and determined that other than sewage, rearing of
exotic African Cat�sh was another reason for the deaths. Although breeding of exotic �sh is banned by the
government, the practice goes unchecked in many lakes in the city.

Must Reads

Tesla Unveils Humanoid Robot In

Mind-Blowing Video: Yoga & Object

Sorting Skills Amaze Viewers

X App Incorporates 'Formerly Twitter'

Tagline In App Store Listing

Which Android Phones Will No

Longer Support WhatsApp Starting

October 24?

Govt Announces $20 Billion Boost In

Local IT Parts Sourcing & Implements

All section

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Lake_-_Lal_Bagh,_Bangalore..JPG
https://thelogicalindian.com/author/poorbita-bagchi
https://thelogicalindian.com/author/poorbita-bagchi
https://thelogicalindian.com/author/poorbita-bagchi
https://thelogicalindian.com/author/poorbita-bagchi
https://thelogicalindian.com/author/poorbita-bagchi
https://thelogicalindian.com/environment
https://thelogicalindian.com/trending/teslas-remarkable-humanoid-robot-wows-with-yoga-and-object-sorting-skills-41284
https://thelogicalindian.com/trending/teslas-remarkable-humanoid-robot-wows-with-yoga-and-object-sorting-skills-41284
https://thelogicalindian.com/trending/teslas-remarkable-humanoid-robot-wows-with-yoga-and-object-sorting-skills-41284
https://thelogicalindian.com/technology/x-apps-formerly-twitter-tagline-whats-behind-this-surprising-move-41283
https://thelogicalindian.com/technology/x-apps-formerly-twitter-tagline-whats-behind-this-surprising-move-41283
https://thelogicalindian.com/trending/whatsapps-october-24-update-android-phones-losing-support-is-your-device-affected-41282
https://thelogicalindian.com/trending/whatsapps-october-24-update-android-phones-losing-support-is-your-device-affected-41282
https://thelogicalindian.com/trending/whatsapps-october-24-update-android-phones-losing-support-is-your-device-affected-41282
https://thelogicalindian.com/trending/government-allocates-20-billion-for-local-it-sourcing-41281
https://thelogicalindian.com/trending/government-allocates-20-billion-for-local-it-sourcing-41281


10/1/23, 4:28 PM Bengaluru's Dying Lakes; 90% Polluted, 98% Encroached, Only 4 In Good Condition

https://thelogicalindian.com/environment/dying-lakes-of-bengaluru/ 2/3

Suggest Correction

Expert speaks

Sridhar Pabbisetty, CEO of Namma Bengaluru Foundation, shared his concerns with The Logical Indian. He
says, “There were 837 lakes in Bangalore once upon a time. Now because of rapid urbanisation, most of
them have been encroached upon. Many urban areas are getting �ooded. Chennai woke up to a watery grave
in 2015 and Bengaluru did not learn any lesson from that.”

Bengaluru is growing and developing into a concrete jungle but at what cost? How do we ensure the
development is sustainable and does not hamper the quality of life? Sridhar says, “Zero tolerance policy
should be adopted by the concerned authorities to have a sustainable future for Bangalore.”

Last year during the demolition drive to clear encroachments from Storm Water Drains (SWDs), the BBMP
Mayor Manjunath Reddy said that both Gopalan Mall in Rajarajeshwari Nagar and Orion Mall would be
demolished. Yet, they still stand tall. “Unfortunately, the government failed to ful�l their responsibility. They
did not go after the high and mighty, including a colleague of their own cabinet. The o�cials responsible for
sanctioning the land �rstly should be prosecuted,” Sridhar said.

Talking about Bellandur foaming every year Sridhar says, “The blatant and rampant pollution in the largest
lake of Bangalore is wrong. The government allowing such rampant pollution to happen year after year is
blasphemous. It doesn’t take too much for the government to go after the industries. Something needs to be
done soon.”

The Logical Indian take

Bengaluru is the fastest growing metropolitan city in Asia. Clean air and water is a fundamental right of
every citizen, and that right is getting hampered because of unchecked development. The Logical Indian
urges all stakeholders – citizens, corporations and the government – to stop and think of solutions. The
‘Garden City’ should get its name back.

#PoweredByYou | We bring you news and stories that are worth your attention!
Stories that are relevant, reliable, contextual and unbiased. If you read us, watch us, and like what
we do, then show us some love! Good journalism is expensive to produce and we have come this
far only with your support. Keep encouraging independent media organisations and independent
journalists. We always want to remain answerable to you and not to anyone else.

₹ 390  ₹ 890  ₹ 1290

Contributors

Editor : Poorbita Bagchi Write Feedback

Bengaluru  Pollution  Bengaluru Lake  Namma Bengaluru Foundation  Bellandur froth  Bellandur Fire 

Sankey tank  Concrete Jungle  Save Bengaluru  Rapid Urbanisation 

Similar Posts

ENVIRONMENT

New Study By IITR Highlights
Alarming Link Between
Automobile Emissions & Air

ENVIRONMENT

Study Con�rms Menstrual Cups
Reduce Non-Biodegradable
Waste by 99%

ENVIRONMENT

World Meteorological Congress
Approves Global Greenhouse
Gas Watch

ENVIRONMENT

Recycled Plastic Is More Toxic
Than Original Parts, Can Lead
To Microplastic Pollution:

All section

https://thelogicalindian.com/contact-us/editorial?url=/environment/dying-lakes-of-bengaluru/
https://rzp.io/l/thelogicalindian390
https://rzp.io/l/thelogicalindian890
https://rzp.io/l/thelogicalindian1290
https://thelogicalindian.com/contact-us/technical
https://thelogicalindian.com/tags/Bengaluru
https://thelogicalindian.com/tags/Pollution
https://thelogicalindian.com/tags/Bengaluru-Lake
https://thelogicalindian.com/tags/Namma-Bengaluru-Foundation
https://thelogicalindian.com/tags/Bellandur-froth
https://thelogicalindian.com/tags/Bellandur-Fire
https://thelogicalindian.com/tags/Sankey-tank
https://thelogicalindian.com/tags/Concrete-Jungle
https://thelogicalindian.com/tags/Save-Bengaluru
https://thelogicalindian.com/tags/Rapid-Urbanisation
https://thelogicalindian.com/environment
https://thelogicalindian.com/environment/study-highlights-alarming-link-between-automobile-emissions-air-pollution-40882
https://thelogicalindian.com/environment
https://thelogicalindian.com/environment/study-highlights-alarming-link-between-automobile-emissions-air-pollution-40882
https://thelogicalindian.com/environment/study-highlights-alarming-link-between-automobile-emissions-air-pollution-40882
https://thelogicalindian.com/environment/study-highlights-alarming-link-between-automobile-emissions-air-pollution-40882
https://thelogicalindian.com/environment/study-confirms-menstrual-cups-reduce-non-biodegradable-waste-by-99-40869
https://thelogicalindian.com/environment
https://thelogicalindian.com/environment/study-confirms-menstrual-cups-reduce-non-biodegradable-waste-by-99-40869
https://thelogicalindian.com/environment/study-confirms-menstrual-cups-reduce-non-biodegradable-waste-by-99-40869
https://thelogicalindian.com/environment/study-confirms-menstrual-cups-reduce-non-biodegradable-waste-by-99-40869
https://thelogicalindian.com/environment/world-meteorological-congress-approves-global-greenhouse-gas-watch-40830
https://thelogicalindian.com/environment
https://thelogicalindian.com/environment/world-meteorological-congress-approves-global-greenhouse-gas-watch-40830
https://thelogicalindian.com/environment/world-meteorological-congress-approves-global-greenhouse-gas-watch-40830
https://thelogicalindian.com/environment/world-meteorological-congress-approves-global-greenhouse-gas-watch-40830
https://thelogicalindian.com/environment/recycled-plastic-is-more-toxic-than-original-parts-40826
https://thelogicalindian.com/environment
https://thelogicalindian.com/environment/recycled-plastic-is-more-toxic-than-original-parts-40826
https://thelogicalindian.com/environment/recycled-plastic-is-more-toxic-than-original-parts-40826
https://thelogicalindian.com/environment/recycled-plastic-is-more-toxic-than-original-parts-40826

