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«/FP Chief calls for immediate
support to maintain peace and
stability in West and Central
Africa
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ROME/COTONOU, BENIN - The ripple effects of Sudan’s war are
impacting hunger and migration across West and Central Africa,
rapidly depleting scarce resources, further stressing the already
underfunded humanitarian response, and exacerbating inter-
communal tensions. The spillover will be devastating for peace and
stability in a region already facing climate extremes, insecurity, and
economic decline, warned the United Nations World Food Programme
(WFP) Executive Director Cindy McCain as she concludes a visit to Chad,
Togo, and Benin.
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is also gripped by its own rising food insecurity.

“The global community faces a decision point,” said McCain. “We act now and stop
Chad from becoming another victim of this crisis that has gripped the region or wait
and act when it's too late.”

The Executive Director travelled together with the United Nations Deputy Secretary-
General Amina Mohammed to the border with Sudan, where some 330,000 people -
the vast majority of whom are women and children - have already crossed to escape
violence. They visited WFP's teams who are working around the clock to respond to
the emergency as it unfolds.

“The people | spoke with on the Chad-Sudan border told me absolutely heartbreaking
stories of their dangerous journey, and of loved ones they lost along the way,”
McCain said. “Too many are injured and malnourished. This is the price innocent
people pay for war; what these people have been through is unacceptable, and the
world must step up and help them.”

Needs are soaring in Chad, but funding is not keeping pace. WFP urgently requires
$157 million to reach those in need and to stabilize the deteriorating situation. WFP
plans to reach 2 million refugees and vulnerable Chadians with emergency assistance
but cannot even assist half of them due to insufficient funds.

McCain also visited Abeche to see WFP's resilience projects that are transforming
communities by laying the groundwork for sustainable food systems and self-
sufficiency.

The Executive Director continued to Togo, where she met the President, and Benin,
where she met the Vice President and Government Ministers, to discuss areas of
collaboration, such as School Feeding and the transformational impact this can have
on children and communities. They also discussed the wider impacts and risks of
crisis in the Sahel, and how WFP, together with national governments, can act early to
foster stability.

“I am impressed by the leadership and commitment of the Government of Benin in
promoting a holistic development of children through a government led and owned
national school feeding programme,” McCain said. “This is a clear example of how
WFP and national governments can work together to achieve human capital
development and the overall well-being of future generations.”

Amidst the rising of violence in the Sahel, WFP stands ready and committed to
supporting national governments in emergency preparedness and response.
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The United Nations World Food Programme is the world's largest humanitarian
organization, saving lives in emergencies and using food assistance to build a
pathway to peace, stability and prosperity for people recovering from conflict,
disasters and the impact of climate change.

Follow us on Twitter @wfp_media
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For more information please contact (email address:
firstname.lastname@wfp.org):

Djaounsede Madjiangar, WFP/Dakar,
Mob. +221 776394271

Annabel Symington, WFP/Rome,
Mob. +44 7746 397099

Martin Rentsch, WFP/Berlin,
Mob +49 16099 26 17 30

Steve Taravella, WFP/ Washington,
Mob. +1 202 770 5993

RELATED LINKS

Photos available here

Related news releases

4 of 8

10/4/2023, 7:26 PM



