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Illiteracy still a global problem with 750
million who can't read and write

BY DAILY SABAH WITH IHA SEP 12, 2018 12:00 AM

While the rate of literacy has significantly increased in the last
50 years, experts say that 750 million people are still illiterate

around the world.

According to data released by UNESCO, 750 million people,

two-thirds of which are women, are illiterate around the world.

Although there has been a significant increase in literacy rates
over the last 50 years, the high number of illiterate people has

drawn the attention of the international community.
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Forty-five percent of the illiterate people live in South Asia, and
27 percent in sub-Saharan Africa. While 10 percent are in East
and Southeastern Asia, 9 percent live in North Africa and West

Asia.

Along with this information, researchers found that the biggest
increase in the rate of literacy was in East and South Asia, and
North and West Africa. When literates around the world are
examined in terms of sex, interestingly the number of literate
women is less than literate men. According to data collected
over the past few years, the rate of young illiterate women is 59
percent, meaning the number of literate women when

compared to literate men in a country averages one to five.

In line with the information received from the Turkish
Statistical Institute (TurkStat), the rate of illiterate people over 6
years old in Turkey is 3.5 percent. According to data from 2016,

some 2,482,432 people are illiterate across the country.

However, thanks to the literacy movement inaugurated by first
lady Emine Erdogan earlier this year, citizens, especially
women, who were unable to receive formal educations earlier in
life are now getting a second chance. With the campaign still
underway, it is believed that the number of illiterate people in

Turkey has declined drastically in the past year.
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