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40% of Muslim world's population unable to read or
write: Study
Wednesday February 11, 2015 11:28 PM, IINA

Jeddah: Illiteracy is stunningly rampant in the Muslim world. Nearly 40 percent - with varying
percentages in the member states of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), of the
Muslim world's population cannot read or write.

It means that there are hundreds of millions of illiterates in the OIC countries, mostly female,
according to a report prepared by the OIC.

The report, a copy of which is obtained by the International Islamic News Agency (IINA),
showed that adult literacy rate in the OIC countries is roughly 73 percent, lower than the
global adult literacy rate (82 percent), and the rate of other developing countries (85 percent),
based on 2013 statistics.

The illiteracy rate in the Muslim world ranges between 40 percent among males and 65
percent among females, with rural areas lagging behind urban areas by over 10 percent, said
the Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO).

This poses a threat to the development and prosperity of the society and negatively impact
on the ability to promote and build a strong growing economy and achieve the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs).

In the same context, it was expected that the number of illiterate adults in the world to slightly
drop from 774 million in 2011 to 743 million in 2015 (a large proportion of them in the Muslim
world), according to a report released by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO).

The report showed that five of the OIC Member States were included in the 2011 list of the
10 countries that together make 72 percent of the world's total number of illiterate adults, 160
million of them are residents of these five countries.

This is in addition to tens of millions of illiterate Muslims in OIC non-member countries,
included in the list.

According to the second OIC 10-year plan (2015-2025), the adult literacy rate is an indication
of the educational system effectiveness, since it measures the quality of education,
particularly the ability to read and write.

The report noted that despite the efforts deployed at both the government and civil society
levels, a small number of OIC countries were able to either wipe out illiteracy or reduce it to
lower rates.

According to UNESCO data, the number of illiterates in the Arab countries – all of them OIC
members – dropped from 52 to 48 million people during the period from 2005 to 2011,
recording the fastest growth rates in literacy among adults since 1990.

South and West Asia ranked second in terms of high rates of adult literacy, having the
number of illiterate adults remained unchanged just over 400 million people, while in the sub-
Saharan Africa, the illiteracy rate among adults has increased by 37 percent since 1990,
reaching 182 million people in 2011.

In the area of gender parity, the report indicated that 30 countries, involving OIC members,
out of 61 countries for which data are available, are expected to achieve gender parity in
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terms of adult literacy by 2015, despite the lack of any progress towards reducing the
proportion of illiterate women since 1990, which constitutes two-thirds of the total number of
illiterate adults.

Literacy indicators are still not encouraging, given the fact that there are still 57 million
children (many of them in the Muslim world) out of school worldwide, a matter which will
constitute a growing burden of illiteracy rates in the long run.

ISESCO Director General Dr. Abdulaziz al-Tuwaijri said in previous statements that "Illiteracy
still poses a real challenge to the Muslim communities and impedes Islamic world's
advancement in all aspects."

He pointed out that "Illiteracy in most OIC Member States has reached serious levels,
reflecting negatively on the efforts of the governments to achieve sustainable development".

"According to Islamic teachings, literacy is a legitimate duty, moral obligation, message of
civilization and social responsibility, which requires all segments of society, including
governments, organizations, civil associations, international and professional organizations
and trade unions, to contribute to the process of eradicating illiteracy," said al-Tuwaijri.

He stressed the need to "consider literacy as permanent priority and national commitment in
the Islamic countries, to be achieved within specific time limits through the mobilization of all
efforts and capabilities.

Share this page

More Headlines
India urges decision on TAPI project firm at Islamabad meet
Fatwas impact voters, EC should take stock: Kiran Bedi
Arvind Kejriwal discusses Delhi's statehood with Rajnath Singh
After aggressive campaign, Modi opts for silence
BJP seeks action after Tarn Taran clash, Badal sets up SIT
Comets are like deep-fried ice cream: Indian-origin scientist
Kiran Bedi not the only reason for BJP's Delhi defeat
Wrap smartphone around your wrist soon
Delhi results repudiation of BJP's 'polarising' politics: Pakistan daily
Modi 'brought down to earth': US media after BJP's Delhi debacle
Restrictions, shutdown affect life in Kashmir Valley
Neil Armstrong kept souvenirs from Apollo 11 in his home
Batla House shootout fake, says newly elected AAP MLA
Don't blame the sun for global warming
Earth's inner core has an inner core of its own
With AAP, Trilokpuri seeks 'communal-free' environment
BJP's Delhi debacle a personal defeat for Modi?
Facebook rings Reliance Communications for free data access

Advertisement

 Comments

Note: By posting your comments here you agree to the terms and conditions of www.ummid.com

comments powered by Disqus

Advertisement

| Quick links

About ummid.com
Contact us
Feedback

Subscribe to: RSS » Facebook » Twitter » Newsletter

News

National
International
Regional
Politics

Indian Catholic priests find growing role in the West

Advertisement

Views & Analysis

Indo-US nuclear agreement is going to remain a dead
letter

It also shows that Joint Statements, even at the highest
levels, are worth little more than the paper they are written
on, if not followed up by either or both sides, as has been
the case with the disarmament provisions of the November
2009 statement........ More
Also Read: US media skeptic about 'breakthrough' in

n-deal

Let's All Be Charlie's Angels!
Prophet Muhammad PBUH was an introvert, a loner, a shy
and quiet man since the beginning. His hurt at this name
calling made him return back home and lay down, with his
cloak wrapped around him. Prophet Muhammad PBUH was
an introvert, a loner, a shy and quiet man since the
beginning. His hurt at this name calling made him return
back home and lay down, with his cloak .... More

Is BJP nervous about Delhi polls?

Bihar's Capital should be shifted out of Patna

Investing in human resources will decide future, not
ritzy malls and hotels

Advertisement

Special Reports

Saudi King Salman had memorized entire Quran at the
age of 12

The first king to make circumambulation around the Ka'bah
without security, he left US president Obama alone to offer
Asr prayers
King Salman bin Abdulaziz, who is known for his
contributions made to memorization of the Holy Quran,
intonation and recitation, memorized the entire Quran while
he was only . ... More

Also Read: King Salman leaves Obama alone to offer

Asr prayers

Hafiz Saeed biggest enemy of country, IS have nothing
to do with Islam: Owaisi

Addressing a massive rally in Pune, the Lok Sabha member
from Hyderabad indirectly referred to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's statements offering Quran and laptops to
Muslims during his election rallies in Pune before the 2014
Lok Sabha polls.... More

Also Read: Muslims want reservation, not computers:

Owaisi says in Pune

Nagma who cleared CA in 1st attempt vows to adopt
two children

'India can be good model for post-Arab Spring Middle
East'

India's leather sector expected to reach $27 billion
turnover

40% of Muslim world's population unable to read or write: Study | u... https://www.ummid.com/news/2015/February/11.02.2015/literacy-in...

2 of 3 10/4/2023, 7:06 PM


