RELIC FORESTS OF CENTRAL WESTERN GHATS:
KATHALEK AN SWAMP FOREST IN KARNATAKA
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W|th British domination of Western Ghats from. early 19“”

century communities lost control over forests including sacred §

groves, which got merged in secondary. forests: Brifish «and} ’

post-British periods saw timber harvests and even elear-felling!

and conversion of many sacred groves into tree monquItu res.

Among the many climax forest relics that we Iocated the proflle )
. of Kathalekan (Kathale dark; kan= sacred forest) is presented: §
‘. | This -relic forest is in Uttara Kannada District, of Central 5}
RN ‘?@; \Western Ghats in Karnataka. More primary forest relics with
f:‘;f, 2252 km fa ,C memites their rare biota requires to be rediscovered. L
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Open patches are grasslands, past shifting Myristica magnifica,
cultivation fallows yet to be closed under forest « Endangered swamp nutmeg tree
succession and darker areas are Myristica swamps (arll Cgvered seed
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