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Bellandur Lake goes
up in flames yet again

12 fire tenders battle blaze late into the night

BENGALURU: Bellandur
lake, whose restoration the
National Green Tribunal is
sternly monitoring, erupted
inflames again on Friday.

The fire raged all day, keep-
ing firemen busy well into the
night. This is the fourth ma-
jor fire at the lake. The last, in
2017, had broken out near the
Bellandur bridge.

The lake is notorious for its
toxic froth and fire eruptions.
Its conditions had prompted
the National Green Tribunal to
takeup asuomotu case against
the government in 2016.

On Friday, officials claimed
someone had setfireto thedry
grass around the lake.

“It all started on the Yem-
alur side, near the defence
land. Since the wind is strong,
the blaze spread quickly,” a
fireman said.

Police and emergency ser-
vices took the help of around
5,000 personnel from the ad-
joining ASC Centre and Col-
lege to combat the fire. Twelve
fire tenders were pressed into
service.

“We were unable to getinto
the water to fight the fire, but
managed to bring things un-
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A huge fire broke out at the Bellandur Lake in Bengaluru on Friday. The blaze raged all day,
keeping firemen busy well into the night. bH PHOTO/S K DINESH

der control by 9.45 pm. Weare
working with defence person-
nel to ensure the fire does not
spreadtoresidential areas,” an
official said.

As we go to the press at
10 pm, firefighters were still
struggling to douse the flames
in areas around Iblur, Challa-
ghatta, Ejipura and Sun City.
The fire was partially under
control.

DH News Service
Related report, Page 3C

Biggest-ever
blaze at lake?

BDA Commissioner Rakesh
Singh admitted the fire was
massive. Mahendra Jain, ad-
ditional chief secretary, urban
development, described it
asthe biggest fire ever at the
lake. Earlier eruptions had
covered two acres, but this
time it spread to 25 acres.

Many hurdles

H Fire vehicles
couldn’t reach the
flames

H Fire first seen at
9.30am

H Firefighting con-
tinues into the night

H Lake also notorious
for frothing




