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BENGALURU: Environment
experts and government of-
ficials on Saturday deliber-
ated on the state of Bellan-
dur and Varthur lakes.

The occasion was ‘DH Spot-
light’ on ‘Bringing Bellandur
andVarthurLakesBacktoLife’
at East Cultural Association in
Indiranagar.

Minister for Bengaluru De-
velopment and Town Planning
K J George said Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah had always been
concerned about the lakes not
justinBengalurubutalsoacross
the state and had convened
meetings at Vikasa Soudha.

“A committee led by addi-
tional chief secretary in Urban
DevelopmentDepartment Ma-
hendra Jain was formed to re-
vive Bellandur and Varthur
lakes, which decided to carry
out weeding and aeration. An
implementation committee
headed by the BDA commis-
sioner has been constituted,”
said George.

He said the two sewage
treatment plants (STP) set up
inBellandurwillbeoperational
by July and four more will be
installedinthecomingmonths.

“Wecannotimprovethelake
overnight. It may take at least
two to three years,” said the
minister.

He refuted reports that the
fire in Bellandur lake earlier in
January was due to a chemical
reaction. “If the fire was be-
cause of a chemical reaction,
then the entire lake would have
been burning. The fact is that
there was a small patch of dry
grass, which caught fire.”

He junked the notion that
the government acted because

of the NGT order. “We always
wanted to revive the lake. We
took the responsibility of pro-
tecting lakes and formed the
Karnataka Lake Conservation
and Development Authority
(KLCDA).

‘Other lakes matter, too’
KSPCB chairperson Laksh-
man said the concern should
not be limited to Bellandur and
Varthur lakes but also other
lakeslikeByramangala.Hesaid
the city was paying the price of
rapid urbanisation and that
precautions should have been

taken long back.
BDA engineer member P N

Nayak explained about the var-
ious measures taken by the
BDA to restore the lake. He
said at least 3,000 tonnes of
weeds have been removed and
the remaining will be removed
soon. Three more harvesters
and a floating crane would be
roped in soon.

Dr Ritesh Kumar, conserva-
tion programme manager in
Wetland International South
Asia, said the lake and wetland
conservationisamatterofcon-
cern and emphasised on an in-

tegrated development plan.

Critical voices
IISc professor Dr T V Ra-
machandra criticised the gov-
ernment for waking up late.
“Let us step out of the era of
excuses. We often talk of inad-
equacies of infrastructure, but
why do we reach a stage where
things get out of hand?”

Ramachandra said the city
receives enough rain to meet
70% of its water requirement
but the need is to conserve it.
Heruedthatdumpingofdebris
was rampant in Bellandur and

Panel formed to revive city’s dying
waterbodies, says K J George

Justweeding
Bellandurlake
willnothelp:
Saldanha
BENGALURU, DHNS: Environ-
ment Support Group convener
LeoSaldanhasaidtheNGTwas
passing orders for quick-fix so-
lutions as officials have failed to
communicate the extent of the
crisis in Bellandur lake.

“Closing down industries
alone will not save Bellandur
lake. Solid waste is dumped in
stormwater drains. How can
we expect the sewage treat-
ment plants to work when the
water they handle has so much
of solid waste?” he asked.

Saldanha said clearing
weeds does more harm than
good. “Don’t look at hyacinth
as a disease. Hyacinth draws
the excess nutrition in water. It
basically treats sewage water.
If you remove all weeds, then
you are letting raw sewage into
water,” he said.

“I appeal to the NGT to con-
sider the Justice N K Patil re-
portwhichsuggestedliningthe
840 km of storm water drains
with trees, bamboos and grass
shrubs. These will absorb all
the waste, allowing only clean
water to pass,” he said.

He said every programme of
the government agencies in
saving lakes showed how in-
competent officials have been
in understanding the ecosys-
tems. But such quick-fix solu-
tions will not help in the long
run. This is a systemic failure
and it needs a systematic re-
sponse,” he said.

THINKING MINDS: Usha Rajagopalan, Puttenahalli lake activist; Lakshman, KSPCB chairman; K J George, Bengaluru Develop-
ment Minister; T V Ramachandra, Coordinator, Energy and Wetlands Research Group, IISc; P N Nayak, Member Engineer, BDA,
and Leo Saldanha, Coordinator, ESG, and Ritesh Kumar, Head, Wetlands International, South Asia. DH PHOTO

BENGALURU: The third edi-
tion of ‘Deccan Herald Spot-
light’on Saturday saw the au-
dience vying for a chance to
fire questions at members of
the panel.

Odette Katrak, an activist
from Bellandur, asked BDA
Member Engineer P N Nayak
how does the agency plan to
clean lakes without a proper
solid waste management sys-
tem. While Nayak said the
BDA was working as per the
suggestions of the expert
committee, Leo Saldanha in-
tervened to note that ward
committees should be given
powers and held accountable
for maintenance of solid wa-
ter drains.

Subba Rao, who came
from Hyderabad to attend
the programme, suggested
that the civic agencies work
with co-ordination. “Our
cities are becoming time
bombs. We are getting
trapped in this system. Today
many Bengalureans are
forced to drink water from
polluted lakes,” he said, em-

Audience vie to be
heard, fire a volley
of questions

DH Spotlight: Experts, officials discuss solutions for Bellandur, Varthur lakes

Varthur lakes despite pa-
trolling and monitoring
through CCTV cameras.

Usha Rajagopalan, trustee
inPuttenahalliNeighbourhood
Lake Improvement Trust, told
the audience about her exper-
iments to protect the Puttena-
halli lake. She said she lacked
expertise like others on the
panel but her perseverance re-
sulted in revival of the Putte-
nahalli lake. She said reviving
Bellandur and Varthur lakes
could be possible if a serious
attempt is made.
DH News Service

phasising on synergy be-
tween agencies.

Alli Rani, a schoolteacher
from Varthur, recalled how a
mesh fence around Varthur
lake fell on a bus carrying
many children, including her
daughter, trapping them for
hours. “It was a horrible mo-
ment for us. I want to know
what the government has
done to prevent such inci-
dents,” she asked Bengaluru
Development Minister K J
George.

George replied that the in-
cident was unfortunate but
noted that the government
had left lake conservation ac-
tivities to experts. “We are
not experts. Fencing and oth-
er activities are decided by
technical experts. We will
take note of this,” he said.

Muralidhar Rao of Praja-
RAAG said that about 350
metres of SWD near the Golf
Course had been covered,
causing flash floods during
the rainy season. “Knowing
the importance of the SWDs,
how did the civic agencies
permit such construction?”
he asked.
DH News Service

SUBBA RAO: Our
cities are becoming
time bombs... Many
Bengalureans are
forced to drink water
from polluted lakes.
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Activist calls
for scientific
solid waste
management

Odette Katrak, an activist
from Bellandur

You, too, can
chip in
‘Reclaim and protect our
lakes’ initiative has sought
citizens’participation to
end encroachment and
dumping in lakes.
Citizens can send a copy of
their complaints on viola-
tions to unitedbengalu-
ru17@gmail.com.
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■ Dumping of debris and
garbage near three lakes.
■ Fight between political par-
ties about the ownership of
the bus stop near the Hora-
mavu Agara lake.
■ Flow of sewage continues
unabated at Challakere lake
■ According to BBMP, 15
acres, 6 guntas encroached at
Challakere lake.
■ Horamavu Jayantinagar
lake has turned into a septic
tank.
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The findings

Citizen activists led by freedom fighter H S Doreswamy take
part in lake initiative.

GENERAL
Akhila Bharatiya Grahak Panchay-
at: Inaugural ceremony, chief guest -
M N Venkatachalaiah, behind Maradi
Subbaiah Choultry, Hanumanth Na-
gar, 11 am.
Sapna Book House: Book launch -
“37+ Grace Marks” by Vishal Anand,
Sapna Book House, Residency Road,
near Brigade Road Junction, 4.30 pm.
Geological Society of India: Foun-
dation Day, talk on “Drought Scenario
and Its Monitoring System in India”
by G S Srinivasa Reddy, Kavitha
Apartment, 12th Cross, Basappa Lay-
out, Gavipuram, 11 am.
Karnataka Rajya Uppara Sangha:
“Bhagirathi Jayanyotsava,” felicita-
tion of selected people from commu-
nity by H D Kumaraswamy, SJRC Col-
lege, Anand Rao Circle, 10.30 am.
Centre of Indian Trade Unions:
Seminar on “Challenges for Labour
Movement in Present Context,” inau-
guration by Mallika Ghanti, Vice-
Chancellor, Kannada University, Prof
Abdul Aziz, NLSIU, Secretariat Em-
ployees’ Club, 11 pm.

CULTURAL
Malleswaram Sangeetha Sabha

Trust: Grand Karnatik Classical Music
- vocal concert by Manasi Prasad (vo-
cals) and group, Sri Rama Mandiram,
Malleswaram, 6.30 pm.
Sri Vasavi Yuva Jana Sangha:
Vasavi Gana Kogile - 2017, musical
evening, prize distribution for young
and upcoming singers, chief guest
noted singer B K Sumithra at NMKRV
College, 5 pm.
Vijayanagara Sangeetha Sabha
Trust: Karnataka Sangeetha Gayana
by M G Venkataraghavan and team at
Vijayanagara Maruthi Mandira Hall,
5.45 pm.
Samartha Sahitya Mattu Samskruti
Pratishthana: Inauguration and con-
ferring of awards by Sri Shivanubha-
va Charamurthy Shivamrudra Ma-
haswamy Pontiff, Beli Mutt, chief
guest - Hari Hara Priya at Kannada
Sahitya Parishat, Chamarajpet, 1 pm.
Vaishnavi Sangeetha Sabha Trust:
3rd anniversary programme, chief
guests - Vidushi M S Sheila and Vid-
wan Amuru Anantha Krishna Sharma,
Pattabhirama Seva Mandala, 13th
Main Road, 4th ‘T’ Block Jayanagar,
5.30 pm.
The Indian Institute of World Cul-

ture: Memorial Endowment Pro-
gramme, Carnatic Classical Vocal
Concert, J K Yoga Kirthana (vocals)
and group, B P Wadia Road, Basa-
vanagudi, 6 pm.
Vivekananda Vidyarthi Nilaya:
Seed Ball Preparation, Sakala N
Sarath Kumar, Jain Temple Street, V V
Puram, 10 am.

RELIGIOUS
Sri Sathya Sai Ashram: “One with
Sai,” programme on Bhakti
Sangeetha, Sai Ramesh Hall, Brinda-
van, Kadugodi, 4 pm.
Sai Gitanjali: 20th anniversary of Sai
Gitanjali, Sri Sathya Sai Seva
Kshethra, JP Nagar, 2nd Phase, 5.15
pm.
Akhila Bharata Madhwa Maha
Mandala: Seminar on “Sarvamoola
Grantha - Srimad Bhagavata Tatparya
Nirnaya Parichayatmaka Chintane”
by Dr H Satyanarayanacharya, Poor-
naprajna Vidyapeetha, Katriguppa
Main Road, 4 pm.
Sri Shiridi Sai Samaj: Inauguration
of Sri Shirdi Sai Vidya Mandir by K B
Munivenkata Reddy, 1st Main,
Someshwarapura, Halasuru, 10:30
am.

In city today

Rainfall 34.9mm

Humidity 93 pc

Sunrise 5.52 am

Sunset 6.42 pm

Moonrise 8.19 am

Moonset 9.27 pm
(Relevant data recorded at 8.30 pm.

Source: IMD)

City weather

FORECAST: Partlycloudysky.
TEMPERATURES

Maximum 30 C

Minimum 20 C

Subramanyapura lake started frothing following pre-monsoon showers on Friday evening.
DH PHOTO

BENGALURU, DHNS: The 82-
year-old Rotary Club of Ban-
galore has a large canvas of
social service projects. The
club held 'Exemplars 2017',
an awards night to recog-
nise heroes of Namma Ben-
galuru and Karnataka, who
have contributed to society.

"We are all working for the
same mission, to create a bet-
ter society and world at large.
Recognising, supporting and
acknowledging their work is
like furthering our own cause,"
said Rotarian Ranga Rao, pres-
ident of the organisation.

"If we provide them with a
platform for recognition, we
would influence many others
to follow them," said Pradeep
Rao from the club.

The evening, at ITC Garde-
nia, was graced by Infosys
Foundation chairperson Sud-
ha Murty and guests of honour
and judges, comprising theatre
person Arundhati Nag; chief
general manager, SBI, Fa-
rooque and managing director,
UTC, Chris Rao.

Seven categories
Awards were given in seven
categories. Youth Icon, Pride
of Workmanship, Outstanding
NGO, Environment Conserva-
tion, Startup Success, Corpo-
rate Citizen and the highest
award, Citizen Extraordinaire,
for someone who has put Kar-
nataka on the world map.

The Youth Icon award went
to Niranjan Mukundan who,

despite his physical disability
and surgeries, went on to be-
come a national level swim-
mer. He is the current junior
world champion and also a
record holder with 10 medals
in a single edition of the World
Games. "This award is a great
motivation for me and an en-
couragement to do even bet-
ter," said Niranjan.

The Pride of Workmanship
award was won by artist Badal
Nanjundaswamy while the
Outstanding NGO award
went to Socare which sup-
ports stigmatised children

and those of convicts.
"The award is a tribute to

the late Mr Mani who founded
this NGO. We are taking care
of 157 children at the moment
and it gives us a lot of joy to see
these individuals settle down
in their lives," said R
Venkatanathan of Socare.

In the field of Environment
Conservation, Mardi Ecosys-
tems Pvt Ltd was awarded for
urban conservation and waste
management. In the startup
space, it was Easy M2M Tech-
nologies Pvt Ltd which creates
watches with security apps for

the elderly and the disabled.
The Corporate Citizen

award went to Sansera Foun-
dation for their work in lake
restoration, schools and dialy-
sis treatment. T V Ramachan-
dra, Centre for Ecological
Studies, IISc, was conferred
the Citizen Extraordinaire
award. Ramachandra has writ-
ten around 615 international
papers and 17 books.

Rotary District Governor H
R Ananth and chief of RV In-
stitutions Panduranga Setty
were also present at the award
ceremony.

Rotary honours unsung heroes of
city, state for their contributions

(Front row from left) Awardees Priyaranjan and Rinku Ranjan, artist Baadal Nanjun-
daswamy, Paralympic swimmer Niranjan Mukundan, Anand of Sanser Foundation;
R Venkanathan, secretary, Socare Ind; T V Ramachandra, scientist, and M A Srinath, vice pres-
ident, Mardi Eco Systems Pvt Ltd. (Top row from left) Chris Rao, vice president, Rotary Club;
Farooque Shahab, CGM of SBI; Pradeep Rao, convenor; Ranga Rao, president, Rotary Club; H R
Ananth, governor, Rotary Club, and Arundhati Nag, theatre personality, are seen at Exem-
plars-2017, Heroes of Namma Bengaluru awards organised by Rotary Club of Bangalore at
ITC Gardenia on Saturday. DH PHOTO

BENGALURU: As part of ‘Re-
claim and protect our lakes’
programme of United Ben-
galuru, members of lake
groups, elected representa-
tives and government offi-
cials along with experts, in-
spected Horamavu Agara
lake, Challakere lake and
Horamavu Jayantinagar
lake on Saturday.

They assessed the extent of
deterioration, encroachment
and dumping of domestic and
industrial effluents in the
lakes.

President, Citizens’ Action
Forum, D S Rajshekar said,
“During our lake visits, we
found that in Horamavu
Agara lake, there is a lot of il-
legal dumping with sewage
water entering the lake in spite
of many court orders. We have
given a month’s time to the
government authorities and
elected representatives to at-
tend to these problems. We
have also filed a police com-
plaint at Hennur police station
on illegal dumping at Hora-

mavu lake by unknown peo-
ple.”

Dharna plan
Freedom fighter H S
Doreswamy, who was present,
said that they would visit the
lakes again next month and if
they find no improvement in
the waterbodies, then they
would sit in dharna.

The team urged citizens to

file complaints against viola-
tions. They distributed pam-
phlets to citizens with details
on existing orders, contact
numbers of government offi-
cials and police stations.

‘Reclaim and protect our
lakes’was launched two weeks
ago and last week, the team
visited Puttenahalli, Allalasan-
dra, Yelahanka and Jakkur
lakes.
DH News Service

United Bengaluru members find
lakes in Horamavu highly polluted

Vishwa Hindu Parishad, Bengaluru:
Celebrating 350th birth anniversary
of Great Guru Govind Singh, speech
by Praveen Thogadia, Sri Yogeesh-
warananada School, Sri Ramakrishna
Mutt Road, near Metro Station, Hala-
suru, 10 am.

BENGALURU: Reduced to a
reservoir of sewage due to
indiscriminate dumping of
sewage and waste from the
apartments, residential lay-
outs and slums in the vicini-
ty, Subramanyapura lake
too started frothing after
the pre-monsoon showers
on Friday night.

The residents in the vicinity
woke up to a shocker on Satur-
day morning when they saw a
pile of froth at the waste weir
of Subramanyapura lake.

Pradeep Rudrapatna, a resi-
dent, said, “The lake was in a
good condition and the people
used to swim there till 2009.
But due to rampant encroach-
ment and indiscriminate
dumping of sewage, the lake
gradually lost its character.”

Another resident, Rama-
murthy,said,Subramanyapura
lakeisspreadoversixacresand
six guntas. A slum has come up
on the gomala land abutting
the lake. Also, the unregulated
sewage flow into the lake from
thenearbyapartmentsandres-
idential layouts and the ram-
pant dumping of waste have
only made matter worse. The
lake has to be revived at the
earliest.”

Water samples
Regional Environment Officer
of Karnataka State Pollution
Control Board (KSPCB), Anil
Kumar, visited the lake and col-
lected water samples. He said
the problem can be overcome
only if BWSSB lays the sewage
diversion pipeline. “Frothing
would not have happened had
the BWSSB completed the
project,” said Kumar.

The KSPCBofficer also said
that the Karnataka Slum De-
velopment Board is construct-
ingresidentialquartersaround
the lake. Till the project is com-
pleted, the slums will remain
and therejuvenationwork can-
not be completed.

Chief Executive Officer of
Karnataka Lake Conservation
and Development Authority, G
Vidyasagar, said he has taken

a note of it and has issued a
show-cause notice to the
BBMP engineer. Further ac-
tion will be taken against those
dumping sewage into the lake,
he added.

KSPCB chairman Laksh-
man said he has directed Anil
Kumar to gather all the infor-
mation and submit a detailed
report on it.
DH News Service

Now, Subramanyapura lake froths


