
 

Given the will, the toxic waters of Bellandur Lake can still be cleaned 

of pollutants and rendered friendly for aquatic life. By M.A. Siraj 

 

Fire in a lake can be expected only on the celluloid screen or in a fantasy. But Bengalureans 
were witness to the spectacle twice in the short span of two months. Nothing could be a more 
poignant commentary on the state of environment of a city than the toxic sludge of a 
prominent lake catching fire.  



Froth, fume and fire in Bellandur Lake caught the headlines in the international media. The lake 
refuses to retreat from headlines. In one sense, it represents the tragic state of affairs of the 
city’s management. Reports emanating from experts say that the population boom and 
consequent leap of the city into the world’s major technology hubs, has led to extreme 
degradation of the ecosystem inasmuch as some do not feel any qualm in predicting a doom for 
the city by the year 2025. It is only after the massive public outcry that the city fathers have 
launched the deweeding campaign and are seen to be taking some measures to cleanse the 
highly polluted lake.  
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