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Study Recommendations 

Decentralised rainwater harvesting through lakes

Rejuvenation of existing lakes through desiltation
and integrated watershed treatment and
management

Effective soil and water conservation through
watershed management by planting native saplings
and grass in the catchment, while ensuring at least
30-40% native green cover in each lake catchment

Phasing out monoculture plantation of exotic species
like eucalyptus

Incentives to farmers growing crops in semi-arid region

Restrictions on water-intensive corps in the region

Yettinahole: NGT issues 
notice to government

Mangaluru: The National Green
Tribunal (NGT) has ordered

notices to the state government
and the Forest Department over

diverting 13.93 hectares of forest
land for Yettinahole river

diversion project. The bench
ordered notices during the

admission of activist K N
Somashekar’s appeal on Tuesday.

Somashekar had filed an appeal
challenging the diversion of the

forest land. The bench observed
that the respondents will be held

responsible if trees in the forest
area are cut illegally.

Kolar, Chikkaballapur together have 130 tmcft of water: IISc
A M I T  S  U P A D H Y E  @  B e n g a l u r u

WHEN wetland experts from the In-
dian Institute of Science (IISc) 
raised their concerns over the Yet-
tinahole water diversion project,
several farmers from Kolar region 
had protested. They had said that 
scientists do not know the ground 
realities and are not considering the 
deficient rainfall that the region has 
been witnessing for the last few 
years.

Just a few months after the pro-
tests, the IISc team took up an exten-
sive water table study in Kolar re-
g i o n ( c o ve r i n g Ko l a r a n d 
Chikkaballapur districts) and the 
study findings are an eyeopener. As-

sessment of water yield (rain, lakes, 
etc) shows that a total of 129.7 tmcft 
of water per year is available in 
Kolar region (Kolar district - 63.8 tm-
cft, Chikballapur district - 65.9 tm-
cft), which highlights that there is 
sufficient water available in the re-
gion, provided water harvesting 
strategies are adopted. 

The study says Kolar recives an 
average of 690 mm rainfall annually
(figures are based on the analysis of
116-year data -- 1901-2015) obtained
from Indian Meteorological Depart-
ment. The trend has remained simi-
lar for many years. 

“All that is required is sensible
planning of natural resources. Land
use analyses show that the forest 

cover in the district is 6.5 per cent 
and waste land is about 38 per cent. 
The extent of wasteland in the dis-
trict highlights the mismanagement 
of land resources in the region,” 
said Professor T V Ramachandra, 
head of Energy and Wetland Re-
search Group, IISc.

“The government should initiate 
a consultative mechanism through 
brainstorming sessions involving 
all stake holders -- unbiased subject 
experts, critics, public (likely to be 
affected) and officials. This has to be 
done before approving any large-
scale projects, which is likely to 
threaten people’s livelihood with the 
serious economic and environmen-
tal implications. The so-called pub-

lic meetings before the projects are 
of no use. Why should `1,200 crore 
be spent to divert a river from the 
Ghats to feed areas that are located 
miles away?” he said.

“Recent proposals by overenthusi-
astic consultant-engineer-contractor 
nexus have come out with claims of
500 tmcft in Netravati river while
the actual water yield in Netravati is 
lower than 238 tmcft. The proposal 
aims to waste public money and has 
completely ignored low-cost sustain-
able options. We need interventions
that are environmentally sound, 
technically feasible and also eco-
nomically attractive compared to 
the proposed large-scale projects
such as river diversion,” he said.

Team finds mismanagement of water sources and forest areas in Kolar region; suggests consultative mechanism to tackle water issues

Parents, school assns 
oppose proposed fee
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ 

B e n g a l u r u

THE draft of the proposed fee 
structure for schools, submitted 
by the Department of Public In-
struction to the High Court, is 
now facing opposition from sev-
eral stakeholders including par-
ents, students’ organisations 
a n d  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l
managements.

The parents and students’ or-
ganisations say that the policy 
will increase fees drastically. 
They say that the government 
has done this to favour school
managements. But, on the other
hand, private school manage-
ments say that the fee draft is 
unrealistic.

D Shashi Kumar, General 
Secretary of the association, 
said, “The government is regu-
lating the fee without under-
standing and assessing the 
present situation. The draft 
rules are against the order of
the Supreme Court dated Feb-
ruary 26, 2004, in the special
leave petition (Civil) No 
265/67/1997 (TMA Pai and oth-
ers v/s Government of Karna-
taka and others).”

“In the draft, the government 
says that for the admission of
students to unaided institu-
tions, and to factor in the differ-
ential in different geographical 
locations, it has arrived at 50 
per cent (fee increase) for town 
municipals, 60 per cent for city 
municipals, 75 per cent for cor-
porations and 100 per cent for
BBMP. But, how did the depart-
ment arrive at different per-
centages when most expendi-
tures remain the same across 
the state? Hence, we have an ob-
jection to the huge difference in
fees between schools in town 
municipal and BBMP limits,”
explained Shashi Kumar.

On Wednesday, the Associat-
ed Managements of Primary 
and Secondary Schools in Kar-

nataka (KAMS) had organised
a meeting with the school man-
agements to express their opin-
ions on the draft fee proposal. 
Representatives from at least 
1,900 private school manage-
ments were present at the meet-
ing. Mariswamy Reddy, man-
agement representative from
Sathya High School, Ballari, 
said, “There should be no differ-
entiation between rural and ur-
ban areas while calculating the 
fees. We are all low budget
schools and we charge `7,000 
per year for students.”

P M Sathyanarayana of Lal 
Bahadur Shastri Memorial
School, Bengaluru South, said,
“The state government has pre-
pared the draft fee only to con-
sole the court and there is noth-
i n g p r a c t i c a l ab o u t i t . 
Managements need liberty.”

KAMS has decided to submit 
its set of objections to the gov-
ernment demanding to convene 
a meeting to voice their
concerns.

Protest held

Activists of the Students
Federation of India (SFI)
staged a protest in front of
the office of the
Department of Public
Instruction and many other
organisations joined the
stir. They demanded the
government not to let
school managements fix
the fee as that will be a
burden on parents from
economically poor
background.

A parent said, “As this new
policy is going to reduce the
expenditure for RTE kids,
the schools will put that
financial burden on other
kids. The government
should hear the parents’
concerns too.”

Crop loss in 110 taluks 
is a whopping `12k cr
E N S  @  B e n g a l u r u

THE state government has esti-
mated that crop losses in 110 
drought-hit taluks is `12,145.79 
crore. Based on a formula, the
state will seek `3,373.85 crore as 
relief from the Centre. The dis-
tricts of Bidar, Yadgir and
Kalaburagi also faced losses 
due to excessive rain and floods.
The amount of crop loss deter-
mined is `2,485 crore. The De-
partment of Agriculture and
Revenue will submit a memo-
randum to the Union govern-
ment in this regard to seek a 
compensation amount of
`386.44 crore. The Centre will
also be requested to provide as-
sistance for the establishment
of cow shelters, fodder banks 
and providing drinking water.

Market intervention 
for onions

The government is mulling over
a market intervention plan for
onions as the rate of the vegeta-
ble has dropped dramatically. A 
good yield has resulted in dras-

tic fall in the price of onions. 
Also, around 3.5 lakh acres
where onions were cultivated is 
said to have suffered a loss. The
state government and the Cen-
tre usually have an equal share 
in the support price and the 
state government is now ask-
ing for a support price of `11 
per kg.

Free treatment at new 
hospital in Udupi

The Cabinet has approved the 
decision to give 3.88 acres in
Udupi on lease to Dubai-based 
industrialist B R Shetty for the 
construction of a hospital for
women and children, and a cen-
tre of excellence. The 30-year
lease will see the razing down
of an existing government hos-
pital on the premises and the 
constriction of a new 200 bed 
hospital for women and chil-
dren and another 400 bed hospi-
tal in the centre of excellence. 

BRS Health Research Limited
has stated that the treatment at 
the women and children hospi-
tal will be free.

Rain damages 17 pc of 
red gram crops

Kalaburagi: About 17 per cent of
the red gram (tur dal)

cultivated in the district has
been damaged due to excess

rainfall this year, according to a
joint survey conducted by

different departments. As per
the report, of the 5,89,064

hectares cultivated in the
district in 2016, crops in 89,616

hectares (15.21 percent) have
been damaged due to heavy

rain. Red gram was cultivated in
3,97,025 hectares and crops in

67,650 hectares (17.34 per cent)
have been damaged. Sources
said despite floods this year,

there is an expectation of good
yield of red gram. ENS

Grower stages protest 
with bags of onion

Dharwad: Onion farmers in the
district are not even getting
transportation costs for their
produce. On Wednesday, when
Mallikarjungouda, a farmer from
Shirur of Navalgund taluk, took
his produce to the Navalgund
market, he was shocked to know
that onion was purchased for
`150 per quintal. He directly
went to Dharwad and staged a
protest in front of the DC’s office
with bags of onions. This is not
an isolated case. A fortnight ago
Agriculture Minister Krishna
Byre Gowda he had assured of
coming to the rescue of onion
growers. But no action has been
taken till now. ENS

EXPRESS READ

Five killed as KSRTC bus,
truck collide head-on
E X P R E S S N E W S S E R V I C E 

@ M y s u r u

FIVE people were killed and at 
least 10 injured after a KSRTC
bus and a rice-laden truck col-
lided head-on on the Mysuru-
Bantwal Highway at Madhugiri 
Koppalu village near here around 
6 am on Wednesday.

The deceased have been identi-
fied as bus driver Sadashiva (37)
of Huduganahalli village in K R 
Pet, conductor Devaraju (38) of
Harihar, lorry driver Anji of Kur-
nool district in Andhra Pradesh, 
cleaner Ramanji of Guntur dis-
trict in Andhra Pradesh and pas-
senger Ramappa.

The bus driver had joined the 
service only seven months back.

The injured belong to Virajpet
and Hunsur and one of them is 
identified as Ankit, an engineer-
ing student at SJCE in Mysuru.
Both is his legs are crushed in the
accident. Police said the accident 
occurred when the bus was over-

taking a car and poor visibility 
was one of the reasons for the
mishap. While the bus was pro-
ceeding towards Bengaluru from
Virajpet, the Andhara Pradesh 
registered lorry was heading to-
wards Hunsur.

Such was the impact of the ac-
cident that the truck crashed 
upto the second row of the pas-
senger seats of the bus killing the 
bus driver, lorry driver, its clean-
er and a passenger on the spot. 

The bus conductor who was sit-
ting on the seat beside the driver 
died on the way to hospital. Po-
lice and the public had a harrow-
ing time in removing the bodies. 

The injured have been admitted
to KR Hospital and private hospi-
tals of  city.

Police said the two vehicles 
were moving at 70-80 km per 
hour when the accident occurred. 
Before joining KSRTC as a driver, 
Sadashiva, attached to H D Kote 
depot, was driving trucks and 
tempos.

Traffic on the road was dis-
rupted for more than two hours
after the accident. The police di-
verted the traffic through nearby
villages. The villagers scrambled 
for rice bags that were strewn all 
over the accident spot before the
police arrived on the spot.

The mangled remains of the KSRTC bus and the lorry at Madhugiri  Koppalu in Hunsur taluk on Wednesday |  EXPRESS

TWO DIE AS CAR RAMS BIKE

Tumakuru: A man and his friend died in a mishap at Tiptur on Bengaluru-
Honnavara highway late Tuesday night. The deceased were identified as
Jagadish (32) and Eishwarya (21), a BSc student. They were on their way
to Tiptur from Arasikere when a car from Bengaluru rammed into their
bike. Jagadish was a married man and his relationship with the girl has to
be established, the police said. The car has been seized and the driver has
been booked for rash and negligent driving.

KSCPCR chief meets
rape survivor

Shivamogga : Karnataka State
Commission for Protection of Child

Rights member Dr Vanitha N Torave
said immediate and strict action

should be taken against those who
allegedly raped a minor girl in

Shivamogga. Vanitha issued a press
release after talking to the girl who is
under the supervision of Department

of Women and Child Development
here on Wednesday. She urged the

SP to ensure that all the culprits are
punished. “This is an unfortunate

incident wherein the victim had to
undergo harassment for more than a

month,” she said. Both the district
administration and the police should

take stringent action in this case,”
she said.

Motorbikes burnt as lorry comes in contact with live wire

Koppal: In a bid to avert a toll gate at Bevinahalli village near Koppal on
Wednesday, a truck driver allegedly resorted to a wrong turn, resulting in the truck
coming in contact with a live wire. The truck was laden with motorbikes and about
35 bikes were burnt in the mishap before the fire and emergency service personnel
could arrive at the spot. A case has been registered at Munirabad police station.

Missing constable nabbed

Chitradurga: The district police were successful
in nabbing constable Kaviraj from Tumakuru on
Wednesday. He had written a death note and
absconded from his village VV Pura in Hiriyur
taluk on Tuesday. The police nabbed him from a
room at private lodge in Tumakuru on
Wednesday. The police have booked several
cases under various sections of Indian Penal
Code against him. Meanwhile, the police have
also begun a departmental enquiry against the
constable.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E

 @  D h a r w a d

A local gram panchayat 
member fired “celebratory” 
shots from his gun in the 
presence of District Minis-
ter Vinay Kulkarni at pro-
gramme at Uppinbetageri 
on Tuesday night. The
scared crowd ran helter-
skelter on hearing the gun-
shots, but Kulkarni stood 
his ground on the stage.

The man, Siddaramu
Dandin, was promptly taken 
into custody and booked un-

der the Arms Act. The inci-
dent took place at the inau-
g u r a l f u n c t i o n o f a 
state-level competition for
college students at SGV 
PUC College at Uppinbe-
tageri on Tuesday night.
When the function was un-
derway, Dandin started fir-
ing bullets in the air around 
10.30 pm. Dandin report-
edly told police that the fir-
ing was for ‘celebrations’ 
and he had a gun licence. 

“It’s a traditional way to 
celebrate anything,” he re-
portedly told the police.

GP member fires celebratory 
shots in minister’s presence

34
The number of farmers who have committed suicide in
Mysuru, the home district of Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
this year. Compensation has been given to the kin of 18
farmers, said officials.


