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Amendment to Urban development bill irks
environmentalists

BENGALURU: THE Karnataka Urban Development Authorities (amendment) Bill,

2016, passed without any discussion in the Assembly, is now facing opposition

outside the legislature. Apart from demands from environmentalists to strike

down the amendment, a petition has also been started on change.org.

However, Infrastructure Development Department, said the amendment was

necessary to ensure fair competition between government layouts and private

builders.

As per the recent amendment, any layout developed by an Urban Development

Authority (UDA) will have to set aside 10 per cent of the layout area for parks and

5 per cent for civic amenities. Existing rules had made it mandatory to set aside

15 per cent and 10 per cent for parks and civic amenities, respectively.

A department of�cial said that the rules were eased for private developers

several years ago. “While UDAs had to set aside 25 per cent of the total area,

private developers were setting aside only 15 per cent, allowing them to have

more sites in the layout. This gave them an undue advantage, making it harder

for UDAs to enter into agreements with land owners. Therefore, the amendment

was brought to ensure a level playing ground,” the of�cial said.

Upward revision

The amendment will be a blow to the depleting green cover in the city, said Dr T

V Ramachandra of Centre for Ecological Sciences, Indian Institute of Science.

If the argument of the government is to ensure a level playing �eld, then they

should have mandated even private developers to set aside 25 per cent of the

total area for the said purposes. “Such measures, which propose to reduce lung

spaces, is suicidal,” he said.

Describing the Bill as ‘senseless’ and ‘opportunistic’, he said the purpose of it was

to serve the interests of builders.

Petition gets 4,000 signatures

As the Bill continued to generate negative reactions on social media, a petition

was launched on change.org, which has attracted close to 4,000 signatures in a

day.

The petition by the ‘Save BLR’ group, urged Chief Minister and Infrastructure

Development Minister to cancel the Bill as it only helped “land sharks and

irresponsible builders, with zero bene�t to the city or its citizens.”

MORE NEWS

Moto G Plus, 4th
Gen (Black, 32 GB)

(14869)

Rs. 14,999.00
(details + delivery)

NATION

'Had forces known it was Burhan, he would
have been spared'

NATION

RaGa reminds PM of poll days, claims it's
now Arhar, not Har Har Modi

WORLD

Priest's killer had boasted of carnage in a
church

WORLD

Genies and Google trends: Strange tales
from post-coup Turkey

SPORT

AFC Cup �rst test as Roca looks to instill
Barca spirit

OLYMPICS

No headway in drama, Narsingh's wait gets
longer

OPINION

Finding one's way up the career ladder

OPINION

When the blue goes out of the rainbow

Like 0

Home Top News Nation World States Cities Business Opinion Cricket Sport Entertainment Magazine The Sunday Standard E-paper

00:00

Amendment to Urban development bill irks environmentalists - The New... http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/karnataka/Amendment-to-Urb...

1 of 3 29-07-2016 AM 10:08



Movies

Heath Ledger was
responsible of his
own death: Father

Travel

Government to
further reform
e-visa regime:
Tourism Secy

Food

4 Quick Tricks
Banish Boring
Summer Salads

Books

The Greatest
Bengali Stories Ever
Told: The long and
short of literary
legends

Looking for a life partner? Register FREE on BharatMatrimony.

0

Four Una Dalit victims admitted to
hospital again

• •

 — I thought that some belated

VIPs were visiting the hospital and

wanted to have a photo-op with …

Sunny Leone's childhood dream of
meeting The Great Khali comes true

• •

 — Is Khali flying coach?

How did he fit in?

Kicked job, pursued research in IIT
after Kalam's poser on 'home-work'

• •

 — Congrats Dr A Krishnan.

Kripya sampark mein rahein CTARA evam

ruTAG at IIT Powai ! Apko …

After Rahul's 'Arhar' Modi, Jaitley hits
back, questions UPA's inflation figures

• •

 — Whatever may be

the government figures, food item prices

still high in the market. This is in spite …

THE NEW INDIAN EXPRESS

0 Comments The New Indian Express Login1

 Share Sort by Newest

Start the discussion…

Subscribe Add Disqus to your site Add Disqus Addd Privacy�

Disclaimer: We respect your thoughts and views! But we need to be judicious while moderating your comments. All

the comments will be moderated by the NIE editorial. Abstain from posting comments that are obscene, defamatory

or inflammatory, and do not indulge in personal attacks. Try to avoid outside hyperlinks inside the comment. Help

us delete comments that do not follow these guidelines.

Recent Activity

Be the first of your friends to like this

Learn More

 Recommend

Gmail for Work

Look more professional with

custom Gmail from Google
Start free trial

×

Amendment to Urban development bill irks environmentalists - The New... http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/karnataka/Amendment-to-Urb...

2 of 3 29-07-2016 AM 10:08



Top News Nation World States Cities Business Columns Sport Cricket Entertainment

Dinamani Kannada Prabha Sakhi Cinema Express Malayalam Vaarika

Archives About Us Careers Contact Us Privacy Policy Terms of Use Advertise With Us

Copyright © 2016, The New Indian Express. All rights reserved.

×

Amendment to Urban development bill irks environmentalists - The New... http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/karnataka/Amendment-to-Urb...

3 of 3 29-07-2016 AM 10:08


