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What articles did people read on Bangalore’s
lakes foaming?

As part of Fields of View’s Research in Play series, we had invited citizens to become
researchers for a week and pursue the question — ‘why are Bengaluru’s lakes foam-
ing?

We had three researchers — Angshuman Das from IIIT-B, Soundarajan R from APU,
and Karthik Natarajan, an independent designer and architect join us.

First, the team undertook desk research and went through different news and jour-

nal articles on Bangalore’s lakes. Following is a guest post analysing how many peo-
ple read what articles based on Facebook and Twitter data.

Authors of the post below: Angshuman Das, IIIT-B, Soundarajan, APU
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Graph 1: Including the citylabs article.
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Graph 2: Excluding the Citylabs article.
Top 3 articles read as per above data:

*http://www.citylab.com/weather/2015/10/an-indian-city-is-getting-inundated-
by-creeping-toxic-foam/409468/

In this article, problems faced by the pedestrians and cars due to heavy foaming like
traffic jams, foul smell, skin problems were presented. It mentioned that cleaning of
the lakes would be a very difficult task as there was a lot of pollution in that area.
The article also blamed the corrupted Government officials for not taking sufficient
measures to prevent frothing. Documentary photographer Mr. Ghosh presented
some clear photographs of froth formed in the Bellandur Lake.
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http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/Dirty-foam-bubbles-out-of-
Varthur-Lake/articleshow/47091168.cms

In this article, views of the local residents regarding the frothing of Varthur and Bel-
landur Lake were present. A member of citizen action group, Whitefield spoke about
the unbearable stench in that region due to foaming. Some residents consider en-
croachments in and around lakes as the main cause for pollution of the Lake. Most of
the residents also blamed the BWSSB for releasing untreated sewage in the Lakes .It
also briefly mentioned about poor quality of Lake water (presence of high quantity
of ammonia and phosphate, low dissolved oxygen).

3. http://www.ndtv.com/bangalore-news/toxic-foam-overflows-from-bengalurus-
varthur-lake-759273

In this article, views of angry local residents living near Varthur Lake were present.
Residents spoke about the filthy quality of Lake water, presence of urine and faecal
matter ,high levels of toxicity in the Lake water. Professor TV Ramachandra from
IISc Bangalore is worried about the increasing pollution in the Lake, presence of un-
treated sewage, carcinogenic nitrates which are causing the froth. While most of the
residents blamed the Govt. officials for being negligent, the state’s Pollution Control
chairperson Dr.Acharya replied that more sewage plants would be constructed
across the city to prevent disposal of untreated sewage into the Lakes.

For more information regarding the reasons for frothing of lakes, constituents of Bel-
landur Lake water and case study of Bellandur Lake over a period of 10 years, you
can refer to these research papers:

http://www.ijirset.com/upload/2014/march/67_Assessment.pdf

http://wgbis.ces.iisc.ernet.in/energy/water/paper/bellandur_wastewater.pdf

http://www.moef.nic.in/sites/default/files/nlcp/P%20-%20World%20Case%20Studies
/P-50.pdf
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Secrets of Bengaluru’s lakes

Kantereeva stadium was once upon a time, which is not so recent past, Sampangi
lake. The Cantonment and the Pete had a tug of war as to how the lake had to be
used. A part of it was allotted for recreation. And a part of it was important for some
people’s livelihoods. The same tug of war continues today - lakes continue to be seen
as either a space for recreation and aesthetic expression, rather than a space that has
a more fluid identity — an identity that the people who were once its stewards, and
now marginalized, struggle for.

Here are some photographs of the talk by Hita Unnikrishnan, a doctoral scholar at
ATREE, Bangalore, where she delved into the history of Bengaluru’s lakes combined
with her field studies, and showed us the myriad ways people have relationships
with lakes — from using the lakeside for livelihood (fishing, collection of greens, fod-
der collection, etc.) and other more uncommon uses (burial ground for monkeys, cer-
emonies, and rituals).

The talk was part of our Research in Play series.
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