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Metro
DKSapologises
forpowercut
duringBudget
BENGALURU, DHNS: Energy
Minister D K Shivakumar said
unavailability of power to the
LegislativeAssemblyhallwhen
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
was presenting the budget on
Friday had caused embarrass-
ment to his department.

“I would like to tender an
apology to the people of the
State and the nation,” he said.

Speaking to reporters at a
party programme on Saturday
inBengaluru, theministersaid,
“The incident has really em-
barrassed me. I have directed
the officials of my department
to conduct an enquiry. I do not
have any report in writing. I
have received information only
over the phone. Action could
be taken only after the officers
give a report in writing.”

Shivakumar said that on Fri-
day welding work was going on
onthethirdflooroftheVidhana
Soudha when the budget pro-
posals were being presented.
Duringtheweldingwork,sparks
were noticed. And, someone
switched off the power supply,
he said. Replying to a question,
the minister said he had been
maintainingcordialrelationship
with his department officials.

FIR against Ugrappa

»The HSR Layout police
have registered an FIR

against V S Ugrappa, chair-
man of the expert committee
on prevention of sexual vio-
lence and abuse of women
and children, for reportedly
having two voter identity
cards in his name.

A senior police officer said
that an FIR was registered
against Ugrappa under Sec-
tion 31 of the Representation
of the People Act, following di-
rections by the 6th Additional
Metropolitan Magistrate
Court. It is said that he has two
voter identity cards in his
name, one registered in Pava-
gad in Tumakuru and another
in Bengaluru district con-
stituency. “We will scrutinise
the official records and take
further action,”he added.

A month ago, N R Ramesh,
former Yediyur councillor had
filed a complaint with the
Election Commission seeking
to disqualify Ugrappa from
voting since he had two voter
ID cards and exercised his
franchise in both the con-
stituencies. The matter was
referred to the court, which
directed the police to register
an FIR, the police said.

MYSURU, DHNS: The Univer-
sity of Mysore (UoM) will
bestow an honorary doctor-
ate on Wipro Technologies
Chairman Azim Premji (in
pic) during the institution’s
centenary lecture at Craw-
ford Hall here on March 22.

Addressing media persons
on Saturday, Vice Chancellor
K S Rangappa said, chairman
of the Accountability Panel of
Jammu and Kashmir B A
Khan will confer the doctorate
degree on Premji during the
lecture series number six.

“Premji will deliver a lecture
on ‘Improving School Educa-
tion in India’ on the occasion,
whilethedignitarieswillrelease
special postal covers with the
UoM emblem and logo of the
centenaryyear,”Rangappasaid.
Premji established the Azim
PremjiFoundationin2001with
a vision to significantly con-
tribute to achieve quality uni-
versaleducationandtoworkto-
wards rural development.

He has contributed $2 bil-
lion to improve school educa-

tion in India.
He was the
first person
to donate
such a huge
amount to
education,
R a n g a p p a
added.

VP to visit UoM
Vice President of India, Hamid
Ansari, will be the chief guest
for the valedictory function of
the UoM centenary celebra-
tion scheduled to be held in
July. Rangappa said the vice
president had agreed to take
part in the function and the
date was yet to confirmed. He
may visit either on July 23 or
30, the VC said.

Social Science meet
The UoM will host a five-day
national Social Science confer-
ence from December 19 to 23.
Nobel laureateswillparticipate
in the event and the list of
speakers is yet to be finalised,
the VC said.

UoM to confer honorary
doctorate on Wipro chief
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BENGALURU, DHNS: Partici-
pants at a seminar organ-
ised by the All India Save
Education Committee (AIS-
EC) denounced what they
called attempts by govern-
ments to interfere in educa-
tional institutions’ affairs.

Speaking at the “Save Uni-
versity, Save Democracy”sem-
inar attended by a number of
academicians, education ex-
perts, authors and students,
Prof JS Patil, former vice-chan-
cellor of Karnataka Law Uni-
versity shared his experiences
as a MPhil student at JNU. He
said,“Istandwitnesstothefree
atmosphere of ideological de-

bates and student movements
in JNU.Lecturers andstudents
cherish an atmosphere of free-
dom of thought and speech.
We should resist the destruc-
tion of democratic atmosphere
in JNU, other central universi-
ties and condemn the authori-
tarian interference of the gov-
ernment in the internal affairs
of universities.”

He said VCs were being ap-
pointed by corrupt means, en-
dangering democracy. “Such
being the case, how can we ex-
pect that universities to uphold
the aspirations of free educa-
tion, democratic education,
and quality of education? The

senate,syndicateandacademic
council were in place to protect
the democratic functioning of
universities, but in 2000, with
a change in bill, the senate was
dissolvedandthesyndicateand
academic councils were left
powerless, thusofficiallykilling
the democratic atmosphere
within universities,” he said.
Highlighting the “deplorable”
condition of state universities,
he said that only 3 to 4% of the
state budget was for state uni-
versities and they are heavily
dependent on state govern-
ment for funds. Central univer-
sities, autonomous and private
universities on the other hand

are havens for the moneyed
few, he said.

Author Shashi Deshpande
highlighted the importance of
students having a right to an
ideology of their own. “The
purpose of education is to cre-
ate a student who can think on
his own. There can be no hu-
man progress without dis-
agreement and dissent. Hence
that freedom cannot be sacri-
ficed. We want men and
women who can think, not
mediocre yes men. To rebel is
a part of being young. The
rebels of today are the material
with which the nation will be
built,” she said.

Experts denounce govt ‘meddling’
in affairs of educational institutions

MANGALURU: Dakshina
Kannada district in-charge
Minister B Ramanatha Rai
has said the row over print-
ing deputy commissioner A
B Ibrahim’s name in the in-
vitation of the car festival
should not be given a com-
munal colour.

Speaking to reporters here
on Saturday, Rai said Ibrahim
held an official position as the
deputy commissioner of a dis-
trict and he should be treated
so.

A controversy has erupted
after the invitation for the car
festival of Sri Mahalngeshwara

temple of Puttur had the name
of Ibrahim printed on it, with
Hindutva groups demanding
removal of his name from the
invitation.Thegroups hadcon-
tended that they had no objec-
tion if the invite had just stated
deputy commissioner, without
mentioning his name.

The Hindu activists had
threatened to call for a Puttur
bandh if Ibrahim’s name was
not removed from the invite.
The Puttur unit secretary of
Vishwa Hindu Parishad has
filed a writ petition in the High
Court over the issue.

The car festival is scheduled

to be held from April 10 to 19.
Rai said that it was not right to
stoke communal feelings and
disturb communal harmony in
society.

The deputy commissioner
himself had, earlier, called the
matter a non-issue, saying
there had been no lapse in
mentioning his name in the
invite.

“As per the Hindu Endow-
ment Act, non-Hindus should
not take part in religious ritu-
als. But there is no specific rule
regarding invitations,” he had
said.
DH News Service

Minister decries invite row

Bosky Khanna

BENGALURU: The Ulsoor
Lake, where scores of dead
fish surfaced recently, is
highly polluted because of
sewage and unscientific pis-
ciculture, the pollution con-
trol board’s analysis reveals.
Releasing a report to vari-
ous stakeholders, the Kar-
nataka State Pollution Con-
trol Board (KSPCB), also
made certain recommenda-
tions, including setting up of
a sewage treatment plant.

According to the report, dis-
solved oxygen (DO) level was
0.3 milligrams a litre (mg/l)
against the prescribed 4mg/l
near the Madras Engineering
Group (MEG) Centre. The lev-
el of biological dissolved oxy-
gen was 48 mg/l. The total col-
iform bacteria also exceeded
the limit because of sewage en-
tering the lake.

The report notes that
though sewage was diverted
into sewers, it was seeping in
fromthedamagedstormwater
drains. It also shows that local
fish density in the lake had in-
creased. The contractor, dur-
ing pisciculture released
1,75,000 fingerlings into the
lake against the permitted
80,000 in 40 hectares of the
lake. This also led to drop in
DO levels.

On March 6 and 7, scores of
dead fish were found floating
on the lake. The KSPCB col-
lectedwatersamplesonMarch
7 and 8 and convened a meet-

Sewage, excess fishpolluted
UlsoorLake, says report
Pollutionboardproposes treatmentplant,monitoringpisciculture

Thousands of fish died in Ulsoor lake recently because
of high pollution of the water body. DH FILE PHOTO

ing with stake holders.
KSPCB chairman Laksh-

man told Deccan Herald that
the report was been submitted
to the government and other
departments including Banga-
lore Water Supply and Sewage
Board (BWSSB), Bruhat Ben-

galuru Mahanagara Palike,
Fisheries Department, Lake
Development Authority, MEG
& Centre and fishermen’s as-
sociation.

“We have given them a list
of recommendations and
called for their immediate im-

plementation,”Lakhsmansaid.
KSPCB, which has given Rs
100 crore to BWSSB for estab-
lishing sewage treatment
plants at Bellandur and
VarthurLakecatchmentareas,
has asked it to reserve Rs 4
crore for setting up an STP of

2 MLD capacity within 12
months at Ulsoor Lake. “We
have also directed them to ex-
amine, plan and prepare a de-
tailed project report before
commencing work,” Laksh-
man added.
DH News Service
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Fisheries department should monitor activities
of the contractor after leasing the lake for
pisciculture.

BWSSB should set up an STP upstream of the lake
and ensure only treated water enters the lake. MEG
should spare half an acre of land for this.

BBMP should reconstruct the wetland before the
monsoon. For this bund, a well-designed screen
should be set up to arrest entry of floating debris.

BBMP should provide diffused micro-bubblers at the
sedimentation tank and should also provide foun-
tains in the main water body.

BBMP should provide online pH and DO meters at
appropriate locations in consultation with KSPCB.

Fisheries department should periodically monitor
hydrobiological and physiochemical levels at the
lake. This should be done in all lakes wherever pisci-
culture is undertaken.

Fisheries department should also establish a
nursery within the lake to facilitate pisciculture.

Before next pisciculture contract is awarded,
fisheries department should regulate inlet of
fingerlings.

Fisheries cooperative society must keep lake clean.

MEG should ensure effluents generated from
canteen and toilets are discharged only into
underground BWSSB drains.

MEG should deploy two power boats in the
lake for at least two hours a day.

For good health

Participants at the yoga camp organised by the Patanjali Yoga Samithi at the Palace Grounds on
Saturday. DH PHOTO

Profsuspended
oversexual
harassment
charges
TUMAKURU: Syndicate Coun-
cil of Tumkur University on
Saturday suspended an assis-
tant professor of English de-
partmentoftheUniversityArts
College, who is accused of sex-
ually abusing the students.

The decision was taken at
the special Syndicate meeting
convened to discuss the
charges levelled against assis-
tant professor Rajashekar. The
Council’s decision was based
on the preliminary report sub-
mitted by the varsity’s Women
Grievances Redressal cell
headed by Noor Afza. The
Council has decided to get the
incidentprobedbyaone-mem-
bercommitteeof retiredjudge,
said a release issued by the reg-
istrar of the university.

Details gathered
The women redressal cell on
Fridaysummonedtheassistant
professor and took his state-
ments. The cell also gathered
the details about the episode
fromthestudentsandteaching
and non-teaching staff and for-
mer principal of University
Arts College, Hariprasad.

The sexual harassment of
students by the assistant pro-
fessor came to light on March
15 when a group of students
held a protest outside the au-
ditorium where the varsity or-
ganised an event to mark In-
ternational Women’s Day.

On Thursday, an expert
committee on prevention of
sexual violence on women and
children headed by MLC V S
Ugrappa visited the varsity and
gathered details about the
episode from the vice chancel-
lor and the women redressal
cell.
DH News Service

BENGALURU: Private bus
operators have decided to
approach Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah requesting him
to rollback the steep in-
crease in tax per seat im-
posed on private carriage
vehicles in the budget.

Karnataka Tourist Bus Fed-
eration vice president K T Ra-
jashekhara said that soon a
meeting of the owners of the
private carriagevehicleswillbe
convened to discuss the tax is-
sue.

According to him, the exist-
ingtaxitself isburdensomeand
the further hike in the tax will
only pour more misery on the
operators. He feels that buses
cannot be operated by paying
hefty taxes.

Private bus operators told
Deccan Herald that the hike
would be taxing on those who
operate inter-state service as
they have to pay multiple taxes.

According to Rajashekhara,
an operator has to pay a mini-
mum of Rs 6 lakh per quarter

as taxes for inter-state service,
and this amount will increase
if the bus passes through three
states.

The government has to con-
sider the request to roll back
the taxes, he said.

In a letter to Siddaramaiah
onSaturday,Rajashekharasaid
“The taxes, as of today, are bur-
densome and unbearable. Any
enhancement over and above
theexisting taxescannot been-
tirely borne by the operators,
and a portion of the same has

to be necessarily passed on to
the passengers thereby in-
creasing the burden on the
common man/traveller”

He said that the private bus
operators would increase the
fare from April, if the govern-
ment did not agree to roll back
or decrease the tax imposed on
the private carriage bus.

In his budget 2016-17 pre-
sented on Friday, the CM in-
creased the taxes per seat of
private transport buses.
DH News Service

BENGALURU, DHNS: Opposi-
tion BJP leader in the BBMP
Council Padmanabha Reddy
has alleged that the Palike is
losing Rs 36.5 crore a month
due to largescale corruption
in garbage disposal.

AddressingreportersonSat-
urday, Reddy said payments
are being made through de-
tailed contingent bills without
floating tenders. He wondered
what kind of contingency is in-
volved in solid waste manage-
ment that the Palike is raising
detailed contingent bills in-
steadofgivingoutworkoncon-
tracts. He said the Palike pays
extrawhendetailedcontingent
bills are raised.

“Had tenders been floated,
the loss would have been less,”

saidReddy,givingabreak-upof
zone-wise expenditure on solid
wastemanagementthroughde-
tailed contingent bills. Reddy
said that adding wages paid to
2,000 pourakarmikas will fur-
ther escalate the expenditure
on solid waste management.

Reddy gave figures claiming
that only 2,500 tonnes of waste
generated everyday goes to
landfills and garbage process-
ing units. He wondered where
the remaining 1,500 tonnes of
waste goes when the City gen-
erates 4,000 tonnes of waste a
day. He added that the eco-
nomics of garbage shows that
the Palike spends Rs 10 per kg
of waste everyday, which ex-
poses largescale irregularities
in this business.

Transporters to hike fares if govt fails to rollback tax

‘Garbagescamcosting
PalikeRs37cramonth’

Palike workers and volunteers remove dead fish from
Devarabeesanahalli lake on Saturday. DH PHOTO

BENGALURU, DHNS: The
workers of the Bruhat Ben-
galuru Mahanagara Palike
and volunteers on Saturday
cleared the dead fish that
surfaced at Devarabeesana-
halli (DB Halli) lake at Sar-
japura three days ago.

Hundreds of dead fish were
removed from the water body
by the Palike workers, Wipro
employees and members of
‘Friends of Lakes’, a group that
works for the rejuvenation of
lakes in and around the City.
Weeds and plastic were also
cleared along with fish, during
the three-hour drive. Ram
Prasad, convenor and founder
of FOB, said the dissolved oxy-
gen content in the water had
come down leading to the
death of aquatic creatures.

“The role of citizens is as im-
portant as that of the civic
agencies in saving the lake,”he
opined.VijayNishant,anurban
conservationist, saidthestench

emanating from the lake had
reduced after the dead fish
were cleared. “The flow of
sewage into the water body is
mainly responsible for the
death of fish,” he said.

Anofficial fromtheKarnata-
ka State Pollution Control
Board, who visited the spot to
take stock of the situation, told
DeccanHerald thatareportwill
bepreparedbasedonthewater
samplecollected.“Theimprop-
er functioning of a sewage
treatment plant set up on the
lake premises seems to have
triggered the death of fish in
the lake. The report would out-
line the exact cause,”he added.

KSPCBofficialssaidthatano-
ticewouldbeissuedtotheguilty
- the BBMP, BWSSB, apart-
ments or private companies - if
therewasanyviolationofWater
(Prevention and Control of Pol-
lution) Act, 1974.They saidthat
the report on Ulsoor lake inci-
dent would be ready soon.

Dead fish removed
from DB Halli lake


