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BENGALURU: The property
tax collection for 2016-17
virtually starts on April 4 in
the city as BBMP is synchro-
nising its system in view of
the huge rush that may fol-
low from the new fiscal
starting April 1.

Speaking to reporters, the
BBMP Commissioner G Ku-
mar Naik said, “Banks will not
work on April 1 (Friday), which
is the beginning of the new fi-
nancial year. Then there is the
weekend. Also, we are syn-
chronising our system. Hence,
the tax collection will start in
full swing on April 4.”

The BBMP will receive the
property tax in cash or
through demand draft at more
than 170 branches of Canara
Bank. The Palike has also al-
lowed tax remittance through
cheques, but the receipts will
be issued only after their real-
isation from the banks. Banga-
loreOne Centres will not col-
lect property taxes as of now.

Naik said, “Talks are going
on with BangaloreOne Centres
for synchronising their system
with BBMP. Once it is done,
people can pay their taxes at
these centres too.”

He said BBMP is encourag-
ing citizens to pay property tax
online and is expecting a rev-
enue of at least Rs 1,000 crore
online.

Zone change variations
The BBMP commissioner
once again justified the hike in
property tax. He said the Self
Assessment Scheme (SAS)
came into effect in 2008 and

the taxes were supposed to be
revised in 2011 as mandated by
the Karnataka Municipal Cor-
poration (KMC) Act (once in
three years), but it was not
done. Again in 2015, it was sup-
posed to be revised, but the
proposal was kept on hold due
to various reasons.

Naik said, “It had become
essential to increase taxes this
year. We have effected a mea-
gre 20 % for residential and
25 % for non-residential prop-
erties. The guidance value of
the properties in specific areas
are the basis for revising prop-
erty tax.”

There are six BBMP taxa-

tion zones namely A, B, C, D,
E and F and they have been re-
vised based on new guidance
values. Properties where the
guidance value is Rs 7,001 and
above have been placed in A
zone, properties with guidance
value between Rs 5,001 and Rs
7,000 are in B zone, those with
Rs 3,501 to Rs 5,000 are in C
zone, Rs 2,001 to Rs 3,500 in
D zone, Rs 1,001 to Rs 2,000
in E zone and Rs 1,000 and be-
low in F zone.

Some areas in lower zones
could see a jump of two to
three slabs due to revision in
guidance value, but they will
pay property tax as per the first

immediate slab, instead of sec-
ond or third upper slab. This
status will remain for three
years.

For example, an area in E
zone has now been placed in C
or B zone, because of the re-
vised guidance value. Howev-
er, the tax will be paid as per
the D zone and not C zone or
B zone. The taxes will be col-
lected on the basis of D zone
for the next three years. After
three years, automatically, the
taxpayers will pay tax as per
the revised zone, which is C or
B zone.

Property tax collection in
full swing fromApril 4
BangaloreOnecentres tocollect taxafter syncingsystemwithBBMP
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Helpline for property tax
The BBMP has set up a helpline 080-22660000 where four
Palike officials will be deployed to handle complaints or
queries of citizens with regard to property taxes.
The helpline will work from 6 am to 10 pm.
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BENGALURU,DHNS:Ameeting
convened by Tourism and In-
dustries Minister R V Desh-
pandetodiscussthecontroversy
surrounding the Venkatappa
Art Gallery (VAG) ‘adoption’
memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU), remained inconclu-
sive on Thursday.

Neither was he able to con-
vince the artist community
about the premise and the logic
behind the MoU, nor were the
artists able to convince the gov-
ernment to scrap the MoU.

The meeting was called fol-
lowing a heated debate in the
Legislative Assembly recently,
with the Opposition BJP and
some of the Congress MLAs at-
tackingthegovernmentfor‘pri-
vatising’the gallery.

At that time, Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah and Deshpande
had assured the House that a
meeting would be convened
where efforts would be made to
convince the MLAs opposing
the move, as well as the artists
oftheStatewhohavebeen con-
tinuallystagingprotestsinfront
of the gallery.

MLAs including Jagadish
Shettar, Suresh Kumar, Ash-
wathanarayana, Y S V Datta,
ArvindBelladandKannadaand
Culture Minister Umashree
were present at the meeting.

Whencontactedbythisnews-
paper, visual artist Pushpamala
N hit back at the government
forbeing“vague”andfortaking
the side of Tasveer Foundation,
theagencywhichhassignedthe
MoU with the Archaeology de-
partment. “Despite our repeat-
ed demands to scrap the MoU,
the minister refused to budge.
It is apparent that he is on the
side of MAP (Tasveer Founda-
tion).Wehavesystematicallycri-
tiqued the MoU, which is irreg-
ular and clearly indicative of
privatisation. The government
has set a horrible precedent.
Fortunately, the Opposition
leaders too have opposed the
move.Onourend,wearegoing
to continue our campaign until
the MoU is withdrawn,” she
added.TheForumwillstagean-
other protest in front of the
gallery on April 10 by adopting
the ‘World Cafe’method.

Meeting fails to decide
on art gallery adoption

GENERAL
RTE Students and Parents Associa-
tion: Inauguration of RTE Act – a ritu-
al disquisition by Minister Kimmane
Rathnakar, A V Varadachar Memorial
Kalakshetra, Seshadripuram, behind
Nataraj Theatre, 11 am.
Rashtreeya Santh Kavi
Kanakadasa Study and Research
Centre: Inauguration of Seminar on
‘Kanakadasa Literatures, by Prof B
Thimmegowda, Vice Chancellor, Ben-
galurr Unviersity, Seminar Hall,
Jnanajyothi Bldg, Central College
premises, 10.30 am.
Biochemic Education Grant Com-
mission: Inauguration of Seminar on
Collaborative Innovation and Entre-
preneurial Approach on Bio Chemic
Development by Minister Jitendra
Singh, JSS Auditorium, 9.30 am.
Regional Ayurveda Research Insti-
tute: Laying Foundation Stone for
the Hospital, by Union Minister M
Venkaiah Naidu, Uttarahalli Man-
avarthekaval, 10 am.
Banjara Academy: Helping Hand
Talk “Think Outside the Box” by Dr.
Ali Khwaja, Academy premises, No.
84, near Lalbagh West Gate, RV Road,
Basavanagudi, 4 pm.
Sichrem: Free Human Rights Coun-
selling and Legal Advice for Victims
of Human Rights Violation, Call
25473922/ 25804072/3/ 94498
16942 between 3.30 and 5.30 pm
(Mon to Fri).
Awake: Inauguration of Ugadi Mela
by Ashwathnarayana, MLA, Govern-
ment Higher Primary School
Grounds, Opp Malleswaram Traffic

Police Station, near K C General Hos-
pital, 4 pm.
Silicon City Group of Institutions:
Annual Day Celebrations
“Parampara-2016” and Release of
College Magazine ‘Blossom’ by T S
Nagabharana, Film Director, Kamaljit
Singh, Regional Director, ICCR, Prof
Nagarajah Lee Hun Leong, Vice Chan-
cellor, VMIUC, Malaysia, H M Mukun-
da, Gnanesh C, Adilakshmi T, Kem-
paraj A, R Karuna Moorthy and H M
Chandrashekar, participate, College
Campus, Ravindra Layout, K R Puram,
5 pm.
CULTURAL
Dasyam Nrithyolsavam:
Bharathanatyam by Shahana and
Mohiniattam by Nisha Ranjith (both
disciple of Guru Parvathi Ravi Ghan-
tasala, Chennai) Seva Sadan auditori-
um, 14th cross, Malleshwaram, 5.45
pm.
National Degree College and Infor-
mation and Publicity Dept: Photog-
raphy Exhibition on Devaraja Urs
Life and Achievement, Gandhi-Nehru
Rangamandira, College premises,
Basavanagudi, 10.30 am to 4.30 pm.
Indian Institute of Cartoonists,
Kimse Yok Mu, Turkey and India-
logue Foundation: Cartoon Exhibi-
tion “REFUGEES”, Indian Cartoon
Gallery, Midford House, Midford Gar-
den, off M G Road, near Big Kids
Kemp, Trinity Circle, 10 am to 6 pm.
Girija Publishers and Karnataka
Chitrakala Parishath: Exhibition of
Paintings and Pista Shell (Paper Arts)
by L Girijaraj, Art Complex, Basement
Gallery-1, Kumara Krupa Road, 10

am to 6.30 pm.
Karnataka Chitrakala Parishath:
Exhibition of Paintings by Po10Tial
(Potential) Group ‘its BIG’, (Curated by
Johny M L/ Sushma Sabnis), Art Com-
plex, Kumara Krupa Road, 10.30 am
to 7.30 pm.
Ministry of Textiles, (Handicrafts)
GoI and Bodoland Regional Apex
Weavers and Artisans Co-opera-
tive Federation Ltd Kokrajhar (As-
sam): Gandhi Shilp Bazar, an All India
Handicrafts Exhibition-cum-Sale,
New Public English School Ground, M
C Layout, behind CPWD Quarters, Vi-
jaynagar, 10.30 am to 8.30 pm.
Grameena Angadi: Ugadi Festival
Exhibition cum Sale of Handlooms,
Khadi, Handicrafts and Organic Food
Products, Jayanagar and Rajajinagar
Grameena Angadi premises, 11th
main, 39th ‘A’ Cross, 4th ‘T’ Block,
Opp Shalini Grounds, Jayanagar and
10th main, 4th block, Rajajinagar,
near Rama Mandir, Opp Canara Bank,
10.30 am to 7.30 pm.
Shri Nidhi Arts and Crafts Founda-
tion and Shri Vijayalakshmi Enter-
prises and Evento Solutions: ‘Folk
Mela’ Handloom, Arts and Crafts Ex-
hibition, Karnataka Chitrakala
Parishath, Art Complex, Kumara Kru-
pa Road, 10 am to 7.30 pm.
Bengaluru Lalitha Kala Parishath:
Dasanjali - Haridasa Padagalu - Vocal
recital by Prof T S Ramaa and Party,
Dr H N Kalakshetra, National College
premises, Jayanagara, 6.30 pm.
Sai Arts International: ‘Sai Nrityot-
sav’ Bharathanatyam by Roopashree
M, Aiswarya Ananth Karthik, Ashitha

Rajesh Kumar, Prathiba Sathyavanan
and Aishwarya Raghavan, Udaya
Bhanu Kala Sangha premises, behind
Ramakrishna Ashram, Gandhibazar, 5
pm.
Queen’s Global Management Solu-
tions (QGMS), Vishwamaanava
Yuva Vedhike (a unit of MWCW
Trust), Dept. of Kannada and Cul-
ture and Karnataka Janapada
Parishath: Global Folk Fest, Ravindra
Kalakshetra, J C Road, 11 am.
RELIGIOUS
Paramaartha Vichaara Sangha
Trust: Discourse on ‘Brahmasuthra
Bhashyam’ by Vid K G Subraya Shar-
ma, Adhyatma Mandira, V V Puram,
7.45 am.
Adhyatma Prakasha Karyalaya:
Discourse on ‘Thaithiriyopanishad
Bhashya’ by Prof Shivarama Agni-
hotri, 6th Main, 2nd Block, Thyagara-
ja Nagar, 9.30 am.
Sri Subrahmanyaswamy Seva
Samithi: Sathsanga, Sri Subrah-
manya Swamy Temple premises,
17th F-4 main Road, 6th Block, Opp
BMTC Bus Depot, Koramangala, 2.30
pm.
Sri Shirdi Sai Samaj: Lalitha Sahas-
ranamam by Devotees, temple prem-
ises, Someswarapura, Halasuru, 4th
Cross, 6.45 pm.
Sai Gitanjali, Sri Sathya Sai Seva
Kshethra: Bhajans, Sai Gitanjali
premises, 21st Main, 8th Cross, 2nd
Phase, JP Nagar, 6.15 pm.
Vedanta Satsanga Kendra: Dis-
course on ‘Bruhadaaranyaka Upan-
ishath’ by Vid K G Subraya Sharma,

Vedantha Nilaya, Sakamma Gardens,
Basavanagudi, 9 am.
Sri Shankara Jayanthi Mandali:
Discourse on ‘Swethaaswathathara
Upanishath’ by Vid Sudarshana Shar-
ma, Shankara Krupa Road, 16th
Cross, 3rd Block, Jayanagar, 6 pm.
Sharada Tutorials: Discourse on
‘Transcendental Meditation’ by Rishi
Seshadri, 4th Cross, Malleswaram, 6
pm.

FORECAST: Mainly clear sky.

(Summary of observations

recorded at 5.30 pm)

TEMPERATURES

Maximum 34.8 C

Minimum 23 C

Rainfall nil

Humidity 27 pc

Sunrise 6.15 am

Sunset 6.31 pm

Moonrise 12. 56 am

Moonset 12.45 pm

City weather

In City today

Reshma Ravishanker

BENGALURU, DHNS: The
Pradhan Mantri Swasthya
Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY)
Hospital located on the Victo-
ria Hospital premises will soon
havea24-hourdiagnosticscen-
tre and laboratory which will
provide the service at 20% less
cost.Thiswillbethefirst facility
to come up at a government
hospital.

The facility is being run un-
der public-private partnership,
the private partner being Ma-
trix Solutions, said Dr P G
Girish, Special Officer, PMSSY.
Thefirmwillprovidetheequip-
ment while the government
will give it space in the hospital
to run the service. Matrix So-
lutions will pay the hospital 2%
of the gross revenue besides
footing electricity and water
charges, Dr Girish told Deccan
Herald. The facility is expected
to open by the end of April. It
will offer biochemistry, pathol-
ogy, microbiology services be-
sides CT Scan, X-ray and MRI.

At a time when the govern-
ment is facing a shortage of ra-
diologists, the partnership
could be a possible solution, he
said. “With the present man-

power, thegovernmentcanrun
labsanddiagnosticscentresbe-
tween 9 am and 4 pm,”he said.

The proposal to open a
round-the-clock diagnostics
centre was mooted as four dif-
ferent government hospitals
are being on the Victoria Hos-
pital premises.

The PMSSY Hospital, which
is a tertiary care healthcare
centre under the Central gov-
ernment scheme, attends to
500-800outpatientseveryday.
Of them, 300 outpatients seek
anaesthesiology, cardiology,
plastic surgery, neurosurgery,
neurology, paediatric surgery
and surgical gastroenterology
services. Most of them need to
undergo one test or the other
astheyusuallycometothehos-
pital for super-speciality treat-
ment, according to doctors.

NABH accreditation
The PMSSY Hospital has
sought accreditation from the
National Accreditation Board
for Hospitals and Healthcare
Providers and is making
changes recommended by the
board. Some of these are train-
ing the staff in hand hygiene
and putting up additional
boards.

PMSSY Hospital to
get diagnostics lab

BENGALURU: The report
prepared by former chair-
man of Karnataka State Mi-
norities Commission Anwar
Manippady on Wakf en-
croachments has been
tabled in both houses of the
legislature, theStategovern-
ment told the High Court on
Thursday.

The government made
the submission in response
to a civil contempt petition
filed by former minister S K
Kanta, who suggested that
the government didn’t place
the report. The Manippady
report dealt with misuse of
Wakfproperties, their illegal
disposal and encroachment
in Bidar and other districts
of Karnataka. It was pre-
pared under section 10(2) of
the Karnataka State Minori-
ties Commission Act, 1994,
and submitted to the then
BJP government in 2012.
The government counsel
had earlier told the High
Court that the report would
be tabled in the legislature
in February, but this was not
done.

A division bench of Jus-
tices N Kumar and B Veer-
appa adjourned the hearing
after two weeks.
DH News Service

Wakfreport
tabledinHouse,
govttellscourt

BENGALURU: The High
Court on Thursday dis-
missed a criminal petition
filed by Chamarajpet MLA
Zameer Ahmed Khan for
quashing of the proceedings
against National Travels
owned by him in the magis-
trate court.

The Regional Transport
Officer (RTO) had filed an
FIR against National Travels
forhavingtwobuseswiththe
same registration number.
One bus was parked in the
shed and the other was used
as a tourist vehicle.

The complaint stated that
the bus operator also evaded
tax for many years and
cheated the government.
Justice Pradeep D Wain-
gankar dismissed Khan’s pe-
tition after the prosecution
submitted there was enough
evidence against the opera-
tor.
DH News Service

NoHCrelief
forNational
Travels

BENGALURU: The High
Court has summoned Chief
Secretary Arvind Jadhav on
April 6, 2016, saying the af-
fidavit he submitted on set-
tinguptheStatePoliceCom-
plaint Authority and the
District Police Complaint
Authority lacked clarity on
the action plan.

Justice A N Venugopala
Gowda on Thursday passed
an order summoning the
chief secretary. But if the
chief secretary submits a re-
vised affidavit satisfying the
court about creating the in-
frastructure for the two au-
thorities,heneednotappear,
the bench said.

Italsodirectedthegovern-
ment to submit annual re-
ports of the authority for
2014 and 2015 in two weeks.
DH News Service

HCsummons
chiefsecy

Naveen Menezes

BENGALURU, DHNS: As the
giant plastic manufacturing
machine sits idle, about 10
persons employed at this
small-scale unit in Kamak-
shipalya, fear losing their
jobs. The plight of people
employed in plastic units in
other parts of the city, espe-
cially Peenya industrial area
is no different. About 5,000
employees in at least 200
plastic manufacturing units
are on the verge of losing
their jobs.

Munirathnam, who is in his
50s and is a native of Kolar,
goes to his firm located in
Peenya only to see the shutters
down every day. “It’s been 15
days since I last worked. The
owner has not paid my last
month’s salary.This is theplace
where I have been working for
the last 20 years. I’m too old to
go elsewhere and learn a new
job,”he said and added that his
livelihood was at stake.

“Iamnotabletosendmoney
to my family in Kalaburagi,
who depend on me. I have to
learn a new job from scratch
and work elsewhere for less
salary. It’s been a month since
I have worked,” said S T Shan-
tayya, who works for a firm on
Magadi Road. His colleague
Kokila Tiwari from Uttar
Pradesh too is helpless. “I
worked here for eight years. It’s
not easy to shift to a new job at
this age,” he adds.

HemanthRaj,whomigrated
to Bengaluru from Tumakuru,
too is helplessly looking for an
alternative.“It’spossibleforthe
government to provide alter-
native jobs for those who lose
their employment. It has hap-
penedallofasudden.Ourown-
erhasaskedustowait forsome
time. We have no clue where

to go,” he says. Rudresh Hari
from Hebbur has a similar
plight to share. The blanket
ban on plastic has also hit the
employers badly. Vivekananda
S, proprietor of Akshaya Poly-
mers, had ventured into this
business two years ago after
working elsewhere.

“I took a loan of Rs 40 lakh
and bought an extrusion ma-
chine. I used to manufacture
about 10 tonnes of different
types of plastic material. Now,
I have downed the shutters.
Employees and the banks are
after me. I am helpless”, he
says.

Ashwathnarayan RaoofShi-
vaPolyPackinPeenyasaidthat
he borrowed money to con-
struct a house and set up the
business. The sudden decision
to ban plastic has shocked me
and my family. I have lot of
commitments intermsofmon-
ey. The government should
give time to settle the dues, he
said.SureshNSagar,Secretary,
Karnataka State Plastic Asso-
ciation, said there were about
70,000 persons directly em-
ployed with about 450 plastic
manufacturing units in the

City. About 1 lakh people are
employed indirectly. The sud-
den plastic ban has sent shock
waves among all of us. The gov-
ernment should consider pro-
vidinggracetimeofat least one
year for employers to recover
at least part of their investment
and employees to shift to other
jobs. We will meet the chief
minister and persuade him on
withdrawingtheban,headded.

TVRamachandra,professor
at the Indian Institute of Sci-
ence, Bengaluru said employ-
ees should be happy about the
plastic ban more than the pub-
lic. “These people will benefit
as they will not be exposed to
carcinogenic environment any
more and can expect better
health,” he said.

“The ban on plastic will cer-
tainly be a ‘boon for the envi-
ronment’. It is not difficult for
the government to provide al-
ternativelivelihoodtothoselos-
ing jobs.Plastic will not get into
the food chain and cause dis-
eases like cancer. Irrational use
of plastic is evident from the
accumulation of plastic in the
stomachs of street cattle,” he
said.

Plastic ban scraps lives of many workers

A grim future awaits these workers at a plastic factory in
Bengaluru. DH PHOTO

Employerssay theywill gobankrupt if their factories shutdown

| | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | |

Palike to penalise violators
BBMP Special Commissioner (Solid
Waste Management) Subodh Yadav told
Deccan Herald that the BBMP is work-
ing on the modalities to levy penalty on
different violations related to plastic
ban. “All that we can do is seize the
banned goods and levy penalty. Howev-
er, there is no mechanism in place to cal-
culate the amount of penalty. We are working on it now,”he
said

| | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | |

I used to manage my family and look
after my two children by working in
the plastic manufacturing for in the
last eight years. After the ban, the
owner has not paid our salaries. It’s
been difficult to lead our lives.

Latha Tiptur, worker,
RR Poly Pack, Kamakshipalya

There are about 450 small and large
plastic manufacturing units in Ben-
galuru employing around 70,000
people directly and more than one
lakh people indirectly. Employers
have invested crores of rupees on
machinery. The government should
give one-year grace period so that
the manufacturers can recover the

investment and switch to other business.
Suresh N Sagar, secretary,

Karnataka State Plastic Association

I earn about Rs 9,000 a month. If I
shift and work for a garment facto-
ry, they don’t even pay Rs 5,000 a
month. I have to join some other
company as a fresher, but that will
not pay much.

Navin D K, works at a firm near
Magadi Road
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Peoplespeak

IAS postings

»With the retirement of
three IAS officers, the

government on Thursday
conferred concurrent
charge of the departments
to three new officers.

IAS officer P C Jaffer has
been appointed as Commis-
sioner, Public Instruction
department, while senior
officer Rajeev Chawla has
been given concurrent
charge of Animal hus-
bandry and Fisheries de-
partment. Bengaluru Re-
gional Commissioner M V
Jayanthi has been given
concurrent charge of Kan-
nada and Culture depart-
ment, according to a re-
lease.

Bosky Khanna

BENGALURU: The only pet
cemeteryinBengaluruisstrug-
gling to cater to citizens, who
wish to give their pets a digni-
fied burial.

With the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike or govern-
ment departments having no
plans to set up pet cemeteries,
the rush at the city's only pet
cemetery managed by People
for Animals (PFA) in Kengeri,
is increasing.

People who do not know
about the cemetery, are forced
toeitherdiscardtheirdeceased
pets in garbage bins or bury
them in some vacant land.

The PFA shelter is spread
across six acres, two acres of
which is the cemetery. Here,
petownersonlyburytheirpets.
Vindhya Madhav, operations
manager, PFA, said that there
are two types of burial options
- normal and special. Under
normal, no pet epitaph is con-
structed and the space is used
for another pet after one year.
Under special burial, an epi-
taph is constructed and the
space is used for another pet
after three years.

Earlier, under special burial,
theburialspacewasfor life,but
since 2014, because of space
constraints, the burial ground
is being reused. All kinds of
pets like cats, dogs, hare, squir-

rels, hamsters, roosters, rats
and birds are buried. On an av-
erage, two pets are buried
everyday, she added.

Dr R Narendra, secretary of
Pet Practitioners Association
of Karnataka and secretary of
Mysore Kennel Club, said peo-
ple are finding it very difficult
to lay their pets to rest. Since
there is only one cemetery,
owners find it difficult to travel
long distances. Many are also
not aware its presence. The
corporation should look into
this and construct cemeteries,
he said.

The BBMP has no plan to
construct a pet cemetery. An
official said that with no space
even for human burial
grounds, providing land for a
pet cemetery is out of the ques-
tion. Further, not all pets are
registered with the BBMP. Dr
Maheshwara Gowda, joint di-
rector, BBMP, Animal Hus-
bandry said around two years
ago, a proposal was placed be-
fore the government to make
it mandatory for pet owners to
register theirpets.The Pet Dog
Licence Act came into force in
2009-10, and so far only 2,450
dogs are registered. There is
no record of other pets. Ac-
cording to the Animal Hus-
bandry Department census of
2012, there are one lakh pet
dogs in the city.
DH News Service

No space for dead pets
to curl up in graves

The city’s only pet cemetery managed by People for Animals
in Kengeri.


