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Katju to appear
before SC
Former Supreme Court judge
Justice Markandey Katju on
Sunday expressed readiness
to appear before the apex
court to explain why the
judgement setting aside the
death penalty to the convict in
the Soumya rape and murder
case must be reviewed.
Details on Page 8

Make India an
arbitration hub: PM
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday stressed on
the need for developing a vi-
brant arbitration culture
backed by robust legal frame-
work to resolve commercial
disputes. “The availability of
quality arbitration mecha-
nisms is an integral compo-
nent in the ease of doing busi-
ness,”Modi said.
Details on Page 8

Soldier injured
in firing dies
BSF braveheart Gurnam
Singh died at a hospital in
Jammu on Saturday night
after he was injured in a snip-
ing incident along the Interna-
tional Border in Kathua sector
on Friday.
Details on Page 8
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BENGALURU, DHNS: A steel
flyover is not in the list of infra-
structure projects that needs
clearance from the State Envi-
ronmental Impact Assessment
Authority (SEIAA). Despite
this, SEIAA cleared the steel
flyover project, from Basavesh-
wara circle to Esteem Mall,
over Hebbal flyover.

Ramachandra, SEIAA
member secretary, told DH,
“The endorsement was given
because the steel flyover is not
in our purview. The BDA ap-
plied to us and we scrutinised
the SEIAA rules. The list of in-
frastructure projects does not
mention steel flyovers. Since

we have nothing to do with it,
the clearance was given.”

However, the State Environ-
mentalImpactAssessmentAu-
thority (SEIAA) wants to ap-
proach the Ministry of
Environment and Forests
(MoEF) forarelookattheproj-
ect. But this may not be possi-
bleasthestategovernmenthas

set November 1 as the date to
lay the foundationstoneforthe
flyover project.

“If the project was not under
the SEIAA purview, the file
shouldhavebeensentbackand
referred to the tree committee
of the Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike (BBMP).
But all that has not been done,”

said Ramachandra, also secre-
tary of the Department of
Forests, Ecology and Environ-
ment.

Some not so happy
The decision has not gone
down well with a few members
of the forest department and
SEIAA.

“We are approaching the
MoEF to take a look into this
and add steel flyovers and all
types of infrastructure works
in the list so that such projects
can be stopped. We agree that
what has happened is not cor-
rect and 812 trees will be lost,”
said a SEIAA member on con-
dition of anonymity.
» Flyover, Page 8

Flyover cleared as steel not on green list

Sanjay Pandey

LUCKNOW, DHNS: Months
ahead of the Assembly elec-
tion, the Samajwadi Party
(SP) on Sunday plunged into
a fresh crisis after Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Akhilesh Yadav sacked un-
cle and senior leader Shiv-
pal Yadav and three other
ministers.

Akhilesh made it clear that
those close to Rajya Sabha MP
Amar Singh would not be al-
lowedtoremain intheCabinet.
Shivpal had backed Amar.

Another Amar loyalist Jaya
Pradawassackedfromthepost
of vice-chairman of UP Film
Development Council. She en-
joyed the status of a Cabinet
minister.

Within hours SP supremo
Mulayam Singh Yadav hit back
by expelling party general-sec-
retary and cousin Ram Gopal
Yadav.

The chief minister’s action
against Shivpal and his sup-
porters came after a meeting
of party legislators, ministers

and other senior leaders
chaired by him here in the
morning. Shivpal and the min-
isters and MLAs close to him
were not invited to the meet-
ing.

The action also follows Ram
Gopal’s open letter to party
workers on Sunday exhorting
them to rally behind Akhilesh.
» Crisis, Page 7
Related reports, Page 7

SP in fresh crisis
after Akhilesh
sacks Shivpal
Mulayam counters, expels cousin

PollsinUP,
4otherstates
inFeb-March
NEW DELHI, PTI: Uttar
Pradesh,whichis set towitness
game-changer elections, and
four other states will go to polls
simultaneously, most likely in
February-March.

The elections will com-
mence after the presentation
of the Union Budget on Febru-
ary 1. While it will be a single-
day polling in Punjab, Goa, Ut-
tarakhand and Manipur, Uttar
Pradesh is likely to have as
many as seven phases, sources
in the Election Commission
said.

The BJP, which had swept
the Lok Sabha elections more
than two years ago in Uttar
Pradesh, is seeking to make a
comeback by wresting power
from the ruling SP. The BSP is
expected to give a stiff chal-
lenge to both of them.

In Punjab, the ruling SAD-
BJP combine is facing a tough
battlefromtheCongressonthe
one hand, and a fledgling AAP
on the other.

WASHINGTON, PTI: In a blunt
message to Pakistan, the US
warned that it will not hesitate
to act alone, when necessary,
to disrupt and destroy terror
networks as the country’s
powerful spy agency ISI
was not acting against all
such groups operating
on its soil.

“The problem is that
there are forces within the
Pakistani government – specif-
ically in Pakistan’s Inter- Serv-
ices Intelligence (ISI) – that re-
fuse to take similar steps
against all terrorist groups ac-
tive in Pakistan, tolerating
some groups or even worse,”
Adam Szubin, acting under
secretary on countering the fi-
nancing of terrorism, told a

Washington audience.
“We continue to urge our

partners in Pakistan to go after
all terroristnetworksoperating
in their country. We stand
ready to help them. But there
should be no doubt that while
we remain committed to work-

ing with Pakistan to confront
ongoingterrorist financingand
operations, the US will not hes-
itate to act alone, when neces-
sary, to disrupt and destroy
these networks,” he warned.

In his remarks at the
Paul H Nitze School of
Advanced International
Studies, Szubin said at

the same time, Pakistan
has been and remains a crit-

ical counterterrorism partner
in many respects. “Of course,
Pakistanisarethemselvesoften
the victims of brutal terrorist
attacks on schools, markets
and mosques, and the list un-
fortunately goes on. And in the
face of such violence, Pakistan
has in some ways pushed
back,” Szubin said.

Will act alone to destroy
terror groups: US tells Pak
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Tough message
nUS says ISI continues to
support terror groups

nWill not hesitate to
act alone, when
necessary

n Pak yet to place
adequate pressure

on Haqqani Network

INDORE: Individuals and enti-
ties can pay taxes online using
debit or credit cards once the
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
is rolled out, Revenue Secre-
tary Hasmukh Adhia said on
Sunday.

Thegovernmentproposesto
roll out the new indirect tax
regime from April 1, 2017, and
hasmaderegistration,refunds,
returns filing and payment
processes online.

“With regard to payments,
the best thing that will happen
is all payments will have to be
made online. You can use any
mode of payment — electronic,
NEFT, RTGS. You can do it
through debit cards or credit
cards of any bank.

“You need not open an ac-
count in government banks.
Even if you have an account in
aprivatebank,youcantransfer
moneyanditwillreachthegov-
ernment,”Adhia said, address-
ing the Global Investors Sum-
mit here.

He said GST will makeit eas-

ier for traders and industry to
access Input Tax Credit and
also ease compliance burden
as the entire country will be-
come a single market.

“I would ask the states to fo-
cus on the services sector be-
cause industry will come on its
own once demand increases,”
Adhia said.

He said India is now taking
several reform measures and
GST is the biggest tax reform
since Independence.

Adhia added that GST will
also ensure that the taxes de-
ducted by sellers reach thegov-
ernment.

Asked what will happen to
excise duty benefits currently
enjoyed by units in Jammu and
Kashmir as well as Northeast-
ern and hilly states, Adhia said
they will be protected in a sim-
ilar manner.

“Instead of giving direct ex-
emptions, we will take it
through the Government of In-
dia’s budgetary route,”he said.
PTI

‘GST can be paid using
debit, credit cards’

n Nitish Kumar may forge a Bihar-type alliance in UP

n All anti-BJP forces may come under one umbrella

n Alliance may include: JD(U), SP faction led by Akhilesh, RLD,
Apna Dal faction (no Anupriya Patel) and Cong

n SP heading for split ahead of silver jubilee celebrations

n Akhilesh says will neither break the party nor allow it to split

n Rival faction could press Mulayam to show CM the door, forcing him to form party

n Shivpal says Ram Gopal’s family embroiled in scams

n Says Ram Gopal is trying to prevent CBI action by colluding with BJP

n Akhilesh says those close to MP Amar Singh will not remain in Cabinet

n Narad Rai, Om Prakash Singh, Madan Chauhan and Shadab Fatima sacked

n Amar loyalist Jaya Prada also sacked

Nitish eyes opportunity

Party goes wrong
“I am
the real
political heir
of Mulayam
Singh”

AKHILESH
YADAV

India defeat arch-rivals Pak

Indian players celebrate after scoring against Pakistan in the Asian Champions Trophy in Kuantan,
Malaysia on Sunday. India defeated Pakistan 3-2. Match report, Page 17
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‘Extension violates buffer zone norms’
The plan to extend the contentious steel flyover from Heb-
bal to Esteem Mall, over the existing flyover on the Hebbal
lake would be in violation of the provisions of the Karnataka
Lake Conservation and Development Authority (KLCDA)
Act, 2014 as well as buffer zone guidelines issued by the Kar-
nataka High Court and the National Green Tribunal (NGT).

Details on Page 2
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BENGALURU: The plan to ex-
tend the contentious steel
flyover from Hebbal to Es-
teem Mall, over the existing
flyover on the Hebbal lake,
would be in violation of the
provisions of the Karnataka
Lake Conservation and De-
velopment Authority (KLC-
DA) Act, 2014, as well as
buffer zone guidelines is-
sued by the Karnataka High
Court and the National
Green Tribunal (NGT).

Highly placed sources in the
KLCDA said that the Banga-

lore Development Authority
(BDA) has to mandatorily take
their permission before com-
mencing the work on extend-
ing the flyover.

“If the steel flyover is extend-
ed without seeking our permis-
sion, we will file a criminal case
against theBDAcommissioner
as this will violate the KLCDA
Act, high court and NGT rul-
ings on maintaining the buffer
zone. So far the BDA has not
consulted us,”a senior KLCDA
official told DH on condition of
anonymity.

According to Section (2) of
theKLCDAAct,a lakeincludes
the water body, buffer zones,

inlets and outlets. The con-
struction will be in violation of
the Sections 14, 32 and 36 of
the Act, which prohibit any ac-
tivityonlakesandempowerthe
KLCDA to issue directions to
the government and penalise
the violator, the official ex-
plained.

If the BDA wants to con-
struct the steel flyover around
the Hebbal lake, it will have to
get exemption from the
Supreme Court on the Kar-
nataka High Court and NGT
orders on buffer zones. Before
that they will have to submit
the detailed project report to
the KLCDA for its approval.

The KLCDA team will re-
view the project, inspect the
lake site and then give its opin-
ion. All this will take not less
than two months, the official
stated.

As per the BDA master plan,
buffer zone should be 30 me-
tres from the boundary of the
lake. The NGT in its May 4,
2016, order stated that the
buffer zone should be at least
75 metres. It is mandatory to
maintain buffer zones around
lakes as per the order passed
by the Karnataka High Court
in 2011. While passing orders
in writ petition (817/2008)
seeking protection of lakes, the

court said . This zone would be
extended by two metres for
every five hectares in case of
lake areas beyond 40 hectares,
the order said.

“Since the Hebbal lake is
over 200 hectares, around 50
metres should be maintained
as no development zone. The
government and the BDA may
face contempt action if they vi-
olate this,” said Leo F Saldan-
ha, Coordinator, Environment
Support Group.

In fact, the Hebbal flyover
and Ballari Road have been
constructed in violation of the
buffer zone guidelines.
DH News Service

Steel flyover extension violates
buffer zone norms: Lake Authority
HC order says ‘no development zone’ around 30 metres of lakes

GENERAL
Rajya Vokkaligara Sangha: Dr M H
Marigowda Centenary celebrations,
Kuvempu Kalakshetra, 10.30 am.
The Karnataka Film Chamber of
Commerce: Felicitation to Dr Baragur
Ramachandrappa on being chosen to
head the 82nd Akhila Bharatha Kan-
nada Sahitya Sammelana, KFCC Audi-
torium, 11:30 am.
All India Manufacturers’ Organisa-
tion: Workshop – Labour Laws - Base
for HR Policies, Hotel Ramada, 10 am.

CULTURAL
Karnataka Nrityakala Parishath:
Ankura - 2016 – Seva Sadan,
Malleswaram, 6 pm onwards.
MES Kalavedike: Drama festival – Dr
R Rangachar Endowment, Brahmi,
10th Main, Malleswaram, 6:30 pm.
Namasmaran: 16th year celebrations
of Sri Purandaradasa Jayanti and Sri
Gopalakrishna Bhagavathaswami
Jayanti, Mudaliar Sangam Hall, 8 am.
Jewels of India: India’s biggest jew-
ellery exhibition-cum-sale, St Joseph’s
Indian School Grounds, 10 am.
Painting exhibition: Inner Mind, Kar-
nataka Chitrakala Parishath, Art Com-
plex, Kumara Krupa Road, 5 pm.
Karnataka Reddy Jana Sangha: In-
terschool Kannada play competition –
“Yelli-Yenu,” Mahayogi Vemana Road,
Koramangala 3rd Block, 10 am.
Deepam: Yamaha Fascino Miss Diva –
Miss Universe India - 2016, Roshmitha
Harimurthy to be the showstopper,
Chancery Pavilion, 7.30 pm.
Vadehra Art Gallery: A retrospective
of A Ramachandran’s works from
1964 – 2016 – curated by R Shivaku-
mar, National Gallery of Modern Art,
10 am.
Ranga Parampare Trust: Mythologi-
cal Play Festival, Granthangana, City
Central Library, RPC Layout, 6 pm.

RELIGIOUS
Paramartha Vichara Sangha Trust:
Talk by Dr K G Subraya Sharma on ‘Br-
ahmasutra Bhashyam,’ V V Puram,
7.45 am.
Vedanta Satsanga Kendra: Talk by
Dr K G Subraya Sharma on “Bruhada-
ranyaka Upanishad,” Vedanta Nilaya,
Basavanagudi, 9 am.

Rainfall nil

Humidity 38 pc

Sunrise 6.11 am

Sunset 5.56 pm

Moonrise 12.55 am

Moonset 1.46 pm
(Relevant data recorded at 5.30 pm.

Source: IMD)

City weather

FORECAST: Partly cloudy sky.
TEMPERATURES

Maximum 29.2 C

Minimum 18.6 C

Flyovers, underpasses will only shift point
of congestion, says mobility expert
‘Timesaved
onsteelbridge
willbelost
inHebbal,
ChalukyaCircle’
BENGALURU: The car-owner-
ship which was 100 for
every 1,000 population has
now gone up to 700. The city,
which has 64 lakh vehicles,
continues to register at least
1,500 new cars every day.

The percentage of car own-
ershipisgoingtoincreasealong
with the growth in per capita
income. Can the government
build flyovers and underpasses
to match the vehicle demand?
Is it possible to satisfy the need
of car owners?

This is the argument Dr
Ashish Verma, mobility expert
andassociateprofessor,depart-
ment of Civil Engineering, In-
dian Institute of Science, raised
during the technical session on
“No Steel Flyover.” The public

meeting was hosted by the vol-
unteer group, Citizens for Ben-
galuru, on Sunday.

“Flyovers, underpasses and
road-widening projects are not
a sustainable mobility solution.
These are only short-term and
populistmeasuresandthepoint
ofcongestionwillshiftfromone
place to another. The situation
will be the same with elevated
toll expressway where the time
savedonsteelflyoverwillbelost

in Hebbal and at Chalukya cir-
cle,’’ said Verma, who is also
president, Transportation Re-
search Group of India.

He argued that the person-
alisedmodeoftransportwillnot
come down unless there is a
good public transport facility.
“Car is seen as the symbol of
wealth inour society. The num-
ber of car ownership is going to
increase and the road capacity
will come down. The govern-

ment should instead focus on
traffic management and public
transportation,” he said and
added that the world’s top live-
able cities have good public
transport.

“We have to learn from the
mistakes committed by many
developedcountrieswhichalso
underwent the vicious circle of
congestion earlier and then
tookthepathofsustainablemo-
bility,” he said. He gave the ex-
ample of The Netherlands

wherealmost60%ofthepeople
in Amsterdam use bicycle to
commute.

“The government should
stop the madness of construct-
ing and expanding more and
more roads and flyovers. Im-
proving infrastructure to pro-
mote public transport, cycling
and walking is the need of the
hour.And,wecertainlyhavethe
opportunitytoleapfrog,”henot-
ed.
DH News Service

Volunteers count the votes against the steel flyover at a pub-
lic consultation organised by Citizens for Bengaluru at
Rotary House of Friendship on Sunday. DH PHOTO

41,848 say Steel-flyover-beda
Meera Mukund (67), a resident of Basavanagudi, is among
the 41,848 people who have spoken up against the steel fly-
over project. A ballot box campaign conducted by the Citi-
zens for Bengaluru (CfB) group on Friday has recorded the
opinion of 41,848 people, including 10,204 residents of
north Bengaluru. They all said, “Steel-flyover-beda.”
Collecting the opinion of citizens along with their names,
mobile phone numbers and addresses was one of the action
plans adopted by the volunteers besides planning a massive
rally in the coming days. Sumedha Choudhery, 14, from Ban-
nerghatta Road, said she too opposed the project and asked
her classmates to register their voice as 812 trees will be
axed for the project.

Why 2010 project being
activated now?
I am not an expert on town planning. But
I came here as a student of democracy. If
the project, which was conceived in
2010, is a viable traffic solution, why did
the government not initiate it after com-
ing to power in 2012? Why now? The

Congress, which knows it will lose the next election,
wants to make as much money as possible. The govern-
ment’s fascination for big projects is prompted by kick-
backs. Larger the project, larger the cut. The steel flyover
is nothing but foolish and fraudulent.
Ramachandra Guha, historian and author

No sense of belongingness
Do they speak Kannada? Are they from
outside? Where are your from? These
are some of the questions we get to hear
in Bengaluru. It has become very diffi-
cult to mobilise people to fight for any
cause in the city. Unlike in Mumbai and
Kolkata, there is no sense of belonging-
ness here. We have politically failed to create shared
public spaces. The civil society should work towards it.
Dr Sundar Sarukkai, philosopher and author

Just one tree for every seven
people
As against the ideal ratio of eight trees
per person, there is only one tree for
every seven people in Bengaluru. For a
population of nearly one crore, there are
only 14.78 lakh trees. The urban sprawl
has resulted in a 1005% increase in

built-up area, 88% decline in vegetation and 79% decline
in water bodies. There is gross mismanagement of natural
resources and the next generation will be deprived of
greenery, making the city unlivable. The government
should decongest the city and develop infrastructure in
other districts.
Prof T V Ramachandra, Indian Institute of Science

Raise the issue in next session
Not a single expert of merit has en-
dorsed the steel flyover project. The
consultant who prepared the detailed
project report is apparently blacklisted
in four states. If the JD(S) and the BJP
are truly against the project, they should
raise the issue in the next legislature
session and make sure that it does not take off.
Prakash Belawadi, actor

n Letters of grievances are
pouring in and we are do-
ing our best to accommo-
date as many as possible.
Readers may write in to
highlight civic problems
affecting their locality and
we will help address them
in an interactive and effec-
tive manner.

Grievances and issues
related to public utility
agencies such as Bruhat
Bangalore Mahanagara Pa-
like (BBMP), Bangalore
Water Supply and Sewer-

age Board (BWSSB), Ban-
galore Metropolitan Trans-
port Corporation (BMTC)
and Bangalore Electricity
Supply Company Limited
(Bescom) would be high-
lighted in the weekly col-
umn.

The writeups, which
could be accompanied by
photographs highlighting
the problems, will be pub-
lished on Mondays.
nMail your grievances
to: peoplesproblems
@deccanherald.co.in

Need a hand? Write to us

People’s problems

Potholes
galore in
JP Nagar
The roads at Shreyas
Colony, J P Nagar 7th
Phase, particularly at 1st
Main, are riddled with pot-
holes. Children playing or
cycling on these roads are
at risk of getting injured se-
verely.

A P Suresh Babu,
Shreyas Colony

A pothole-riddled road at
Shreyas Colony in JP Na-
gar.

Vehicles are being parked
haphazardly at Thi Nam Shri
Vrittha, popularly known as
South End Circle, on the
road leading to Shri Madha-

Parking on footpaths
near South End Circle

van Park right next to MP
Ananth Kumar's office. Res-
idents are forced to risk their
lives by walking on roads.

Amarnath

Vehicles parked on a footpath off South End Circle Road,
blocking pedestrian movement.

Busserviceonold
routesneeded
The bus terminus at GKW
Layout, Vijayanagar, is
equipped with good facilities.
However, a few BMTC bus
drivers and conductors have
started skipping the trip to
GKW bus stand. Instead, they
are taking short-cuts through
VTTMC Garage stops. The au-
thorities, instead of penalising
such errant drivers/conduc-
tors, have abolished the buses
in most of the routes (viz. 75E,
176D, 59C) and reduced the
number of trips in 61F, 63B
and 60J.

J K Shivashankara Murthy
VHBCS Layout, Vijayanagar

Increasebus
frequency
The frequency of BMTC bus-
es, especially the route 266 se-
ries from Lakshmipura Cross
(MS Palya region) to BEL Cir-
cle, Majestic and KR Market, is
abysmally low especially in the
morning hours. This inconven-
iences students who need to
commute to schools from Lak-
shmipura Cross. I request the
BMTC to increase the frequen-
cy of the 266 series so that stu-
dents as well as regular com-
muters are not
inconvenienced.

Raghavendra Rao

Dysfunctional
streetlights
Streetlights on the upscale St
Mark’s Road between the
State Bank of India (SBI) office
and Anil Kumble Circle have
gone defunct for the past two
months. Since the stretch is
devoid of commercial estab-
lishments, it is pitch dark in
portions and appears extreme-
ly unsafe. Even some cables
dangling on this street add to
the nightmare of pedestrians.

Vivek Vijayan 2793, 14th
`B’ main RPC Layout

Vijayanagar

Potholessteal
Malleswaram’s
charm
It is extremely sad that the
whole of Malleswaram has
been reduced to patches, pot-

holes and pits of late.
Navigating the so-called

“roads”is a herculean task for
motorists. Roads and pave-
ments have been repeatedly
dug up over the past two years
on the pretext of repairing the
leaking water pipelines in the
locality.

In this relentless digging ex-
pedition, the 11th main road
takes the cake for its continu-
ous stretch of ugly crates right
from Srirampuram till 18th
Cross.

Also, the parking space for
vehicles is woefully inade-
quate. If this is the plight of
one of the oldest and once
posh extensions, one shudders
to imagine the condition of
other areas.
Bellur S Dattatri 11th main,
Malleswaram

Social media campaign to
clear doubts on project: CM
MYSURU,DHNS:ChiefMinister
Siddaramaiah on Sunday said
the state government has
launched a social media cam-
paign to clear “negative” ideas
on the steel flyover project and
educate the people on the ben-
efits of having the flyover.

“We will explain the facts
about the project and advan-
tages of the bridge through so-
cial media,” Siddaramaiah told

reporters at Mysore Airport in
Mandakalli near here. Siddara-
maiah said the state govern-
ment had gathered people’s
opinion in June and 73% of
them had supported construc-
tion of the bridge.

Bengaluru Development
Minister K J George has held a
meetingwithUnionMinisterD
V Sadananda Gowda and BJP
MLAs in this regard, he added.
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In city today VOICES AT PUBLIC CONSULTATION


