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Metro

Lingayat
matrimonial meet

»Lingayat Kalyana Trust
is holding the 96th

meeting of prospective
Veerashaiva bride and
bridegrooms on March 13
at 2 pm.

The event will be organ-
ised at number 18/1, 6th
Cross, 5th Main Road,
Gandhinagar. Those inter-
ested can call on 080 2226
9237 or visit the Trust
premises located at the
above address.

Eye, dental camps
on March 13

»Udayabhanu Kala
Sangha will conduct a

free eye, cataract and den-
tal camp on its premises be-
tween 10 am to 12 pm. The
eye camp will be held in as-
sociation with Narayana
Nethralaya, Rajajinagara,
on the second and fourth
Sunday of every month.

The free cataract and
dental camps will be held
on March 13 from 10 am on-
wards. For details contact:
080 - 2660 9343.

In brief

Fish founddead inUlsoor
lake, stench fills the air

Fouling it up: IISc experts, KSPCB, residents say sewage is the culprit

BENGALURU: Strong stench
welcomed morning walkers
at the Ulsoor lake on Mon-
day. The malodour was of
the fish that died in the lake
since Sunday night and up
to Monday morning.

The foul smell of the dead
fish floating in the water body
soon spread throughout Ul-
soor area, much to the discom-
fort of the residents. The de-
velopment did not come as a
surprise though. The people
say this was bound to happen,
given the fact that sewage was
entering the lake unchecked
and that the civic agencies
cared two hoots for it. Experts
attributed the death of fish to
the shortage of dissolved oxy-
gen (DO) in the water body,
due to its contamination.

The sudden death of fish on
the intervening night of Sun-
day and Monday is a setback
for efforts by some of the de-
partments that projected the
lake as a prime tourist desti-
nation of the future, especially
with the proposal to create a
floating restaurant there.

Conservationists point a fin-
ger at the officials concerned
for not taking enough steps for
the protection of the lake,
spread over an area of 50
hectares.

“The water colour was
changing and the stench was
overpowering. It was brought
to the notice of officials of the
Bangalore Water Supply and
Sewerage Board (BWSSB)
and the Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike (BBMP). But
they did not care. The stench
is so unbearable that it will
take months for it to subside,”
Maheshwar, a resident of Ul-
soor, said.

However, the departments
concerned have launched the
clean-up act in the lake on a
war-footing, so that there is no
threat of outbreak of an epi-
demic.

Dr C S Ananth, assistant di-
rector (south) of the Fisheries

department, said sewage was
entering the lake from up-
stream channels. Local fish
breed Punitius Ticto, besides
Katla and Common Carp were
among those found dead in
the lake.

Officials of the BBMP,
BWSSB and the KSPCB took
stock of the situation in the af-
ternoon.

KSPCB chairman Laksh-
man said there could be many
causes for the death of fish in
the lake. Water samples have
been collected and a report on
the exact cause will be re-

leased in 72 hours, Lakshman
said.

Legal action will be taken
against offenders. The pH lev-
el was checked on Monday
morning and it was normal, at
7, he said.

“We have asked for copies
of the agreement between the
fisheries department and the
contractors in charge of main-
taining the lake. This is to
know at what intervals the
lake is cleaned and identify de-
viations, if any. It seems that
the level of DO is less in the
lake. Excessive fish breeding

could be another reason,”Lak-
shman said.

Over a year ago, civic agen-
cies were instructed to con-
struct sewage treatment
plants (STPs) at Ulsoor lake
and other lakes in the City.
They were told to keep a check
on them regularly, but that
does not seem to have hap-
pened, the KSPCB chairman
said.

A meeting with heads of all
the departments will be held
and their explanations will be
recorded. No stone will be left
unturned to resolve the crisis,

he added.
Lakshman has issued direc-

tions to officers to check the
water quality levels in all the
lakes on a war-footing and pre-
pare a report, in the wake of
summer.

The High Court has taken
note of the contaminated lakes
and asked the KSPCB to sub-
mit a detailed report in this re-
gard.
DH News Service

ROTTING DISCOVERY: Dead fish found floating in Ulsoor lake in the heart of Bengaluru. (Right)
A closer look shows the extent of pollution in the water body. DH PHOTOS

Palike says no sewage
entering lake, but IISc
study refutes claim
BENGALURU: Researchers
from theIndianInstituteofSci-
ence (IISc) collected water
samples from Ulsoor lake
which showed that the level of
dissolvedoxygen(DO)wasless.
The samples also show high
amount of chemicals and
sewage contaminants.

“Normally, the DO level
shouldbefivemg/litreormore.
But at Ulsoor lake, it is 1.5- 2
mg/litre. Fish mortality high-
lights asphyxiation (absence of
oxygen) due to enhanced bio-
logical activities. This happens
when there are other organic
contents in the lake because of
sewage entering it,” said Prof
T V Ramachandra from the
Centre for Ecological Sciences,
IISc.

Due to high organic input
coupled with unfavourable en-
vironment (high temperature
of around 34 degrees Celsius),
fish kill occurs. Absence of oxy-
gen highlights the organic load
(due to untreated sewage, ef-
fluents and organic inputs with
fish culture). Thus, there is a
need for decentralised treat-
ment of sewage in the City, no
diversion of sewage from one
region to another, enhanced
aeration either through intro-
duction of ducks or
aerators/fountains, scientific
management of the lake keep-
ing in mind ecological aspects
and avoiding further structural
changes in lakes like creating

floating restaurant.
Officials are blaming one an-

other for the pollution in the
lake and fish kill. A KSPCB of-
ficialsaidhighlevelsofchlorine
wasfoundinthelake(mayhave
beenputbyBBMPandBWSSB
to purify water).

BBMP officials maintained
that no sewage was entering
the lake. “Sewage has been di-
verted to the underground
drain. Fish kill happened be-
cause of increase in tempera-
ture and drop in DO level. The
algae have increased. We have
no details of fish harvesting or
anything as that is taken care
of by the Fisheries depart-
ment,”Ravindra, executive en-
gineer of BBMP, said.

‘All agencies responsible’
BWSSB engineer-in-chief Kr-
ishnappa S said all agencies -
BWSSB, KSPCB and BBMP -
were at fault. While the water
board should establish STPs,
the KSPCB should periodically
inform abouttheDO and other
parameters. BBMP should also
ensure proper waste manage-
ment. There is a pipeline car-
rying sewage to Kommaghat-
ta-Challaghatta valley. There is
no source of water to the lake,
except rain, he said. All depart-
ments and officials should be
booked. Presently, there is no
STP in the lake, Krishnappa
added.
DH News Service
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Centre orders
probe, seeks
report
The Central government
has ordered an enquiry
into the incident, reports
DHNS from New Delhi.
“I have ordered an enquiry
and sought a report,”
Union Environment Minis-
ter Prakash Javadekar
said.
“Bengaluru has a fantastic
eco-system of lakes, which
was destroyed in the last
30 years. Colonies around
the water bodies directly
discharge their effluents
into them, in the absence
of drains in many places.
This is bad,”he said.
“This is the environment
condition that we inherit-
ed. We are improving
that,”he said.
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n Normal DO level: FFiivvee
mmgg//lliittrree oorr mmoorree
n At Ulsoor lake, it is 11..55-- 22
mmgg//lliittrree
n pH level on Monday morn-
ing was 77 ((wwhhiicchh iiss nnoorrmmaall))
n KSPCB promises report in
7722 hhoouurrss
n Incident hits tourism proj-
ect, especially lake restaurant
plan
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BENGALURU: The Outer Ring
Companies Association (OR-
RCA) has proposed a common
bus system along the busy out-
er ring road to reduce traffic
congestion. Under the system,
employees of different compa-
nies along the road share a bus
insteadofusingtheir individual
vehicles.

ORRCA president Poor-
naprajna told Deccan Herald
that the common bus system
concept (CBS) is not new and
has been running successfully
in Hinjewadi, Pune, for the last
one-and-a-half years. “We just
want to replicate it here,” he
said.

He explained that transport
vehicles of various companies
are not fully utilised. For exam-
ple, there are many companies
in north Bengaluru, and each
have their own transport vehi-
cles. They all travel in the same

direction with 30-40% of the
seats vacant. Under the CBS,
this transport vehicle will be
shared by employees of other
firms. However, for this, the
transport department’s per-
mission is needed. Poornapra-
jna said there is no need to in-
troduce new buses and the
system can work with the ex-
isting BMTC, private or com-
pany buses.

Hesaidtheywillholdameet-
ing with the traffic police de-
partment and then a proposal
will be tabled before the trans-
port department. “Once the
permission is granted, we plan
to introduce it on a pilot basis
this month with one or two

companies and start a full
fledged service in six months,”
he added. This service is
planned for those working be-
tween 8 am and 6 pm. It is not
meant for night shift employ-
ees, especially women, where
security is a concern and they
need to be dropped home. The
buses will pick up and drop
people at common bus stops
and from there employees will
make their own arrangements.
Itwillnotoperateafixedhours,
but will have periodical and
flexible frequencies.

The financial modalities are
still being finalised. ORRCA is
planning to provide passes of
Rs 1,000-1,200. There will also
be monthly, quarterly or six-
month passes, with incentives
for employees. Forty compa-
nies and around a lakh employ-
ees are members of ORRCA.

Additional Commissioner
of Police (Traffic) M A Saleem
said he is aware of the propos-
al and said they were working
out the modalities with them.
He said that though it was a
good concept for reducing
traffic on the ORR, it is for
the transport department to
clear it.

DH News Service

Common bus system to
reduce traffic on ring road
Underproposed
concept, staff
of firmsusea
commonvehicle

BENGALURU, DHNS: In a ma-
jor crackdown, the Bengaluru
Urban district authorities raid-
ed 19 illegal sand manufactur-
ing units in two villages of My-
lasandra and Yelenahalli in
Begur hobli of Bengaluru
South taluk and seized them
recently.

During a survey of an illegal
layout in the Begur hobli, the
district authorities chanced
upon these sand units and raid-
ed them. District officials said
in Mylasandra village, four
units in survey number 18 were
being run by Yesu Kumar,
Ramesh Muniyappa and An-
danappa and two units in sur-
vey number 74/3 were operat-
ed by Muniyallappa, Selvaraj
and Ramappa. While four
units in survey number 85 be-
longed to Amulraj, Bhogappa,
John Abraham and
Damodaran, two units in sur-
vey number 87 were run by
Gopi and Kodathi Ramesh.
Four units in survey number
107 belonged to Nagaraju,
Naveen Raj, Pillappa and Mod-
hal Mutthu while two units in
survey number 88 were owned
by Balaraju and Murthiraj. In
survey number 44 of Yelena-
halli, Dopanahalli Muniraju
and Manjunath Reddy operat-

ed one sand mining unit.
The authorities swooped

down to these units with the
help of Electronics City police,
taking the owners by surprise.
Fearing action, the owners of
these sand manufacturing
units escaped.

They destroyed the water
tanks, sheds, concrete plat-
forms for washing the excavat-
ed soil to convert it into sand
and dry it later.

A revenue officer said these
units were set up in a close
proximity to each other. These
were the lands granted by the
district authorities only for
agriculture but the owners
turned them into filter sand
manufacturing units.

19 illegal sand mining
units raided, sealed

Another
plaintagainst
Alliance
varsityhead
BENGALURU: A marketing
employee at a hotel has
lodged a complaint with the
JP Nagarpolice allegingthat
she was raped three times
bytheChancellorofAlliance
University, Madhukar G An-
gur.

Angur was earlier arrest-
ed on the charge of raping
his niece for three years and
is out on bail now.

The police said the victim
filed a complaint stating that
she met Angur through
common friends.

In 2005, he raped her at
his home in BTM Layout
and in 2013, he took her to
Chandigarh on the pretext
of work and raped her again.
In 2016, he raped her again
in a hotel in Bengaluru.

Fresh case
As a fresh case has been reg-
istered against him, Angur
will be arrested again, the
police said.
DH News Service

Manbeaten
upbykinof
girlfriend,
twoarrested
BENGALURU: A 20-year-old
youth was beaten up by his
girlfriend’s father and broth-
er,whenhewenttomeether
near her house at
Chamundeshwari Nagar in
Hebbal on Sunday night.

The police said that the
victim Kumar, 20, a resident
of PapannaBlock, was work-
ingasapromoterwithAirtel
company.

He is currently undergo-
ing treatment in Baptist
Hospital and is said to be out
of danger. The girl’s father
and brother Vinod have
been arrested.

Kumar was in a relation-
ship with a PU student for
the past six years. Recently,
Vinod, who checked her mo-
bile phone, discovered this.
Vinod warned her and Ku-
mar was told that he should
not talk to her or see her, po-
lice said.

On Sunday, around 11 pm,
the girl called up Kumar on
his mobile phone and asked
him to come near her house,
as she wanted to discuss
about their marriage. Ku-
mar obliged.

The girl’s father, who
could not find her in the
house, went looking for her
and found his daughter talk-
ing to Kumar. He dragged
both of them to his house
and locked up Kumar in a
room.

The girl’s father and Vin-
od thrashed Kumar black
and blue and threatened to
kill him if he tries to talk to
her again, before letting him
go, police said.

A bleeding Kumar was
rushed to a hospital and the
police were informed.

Kumar’s mother lodged a
complaint against the girl’s
father and Vinod.

Acasehasbeenregistered
and investigation is on.
DH News Service
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BENGALURU: The Bangalore
Development Authority (BDA)
will build and alot 1,300 more
two and three-bedroom flats
with a larger carpet area and
attractive interiors.

The BDA’s proposal to con-
struct 1,300 flats in Kom-
maghatta, Kanminnike and
Valagerahalli has been ap-
proved and tenders will be in-
vited for the same.

A senior BDA official told
Deccan Herald that three proj-
ects will come up in Kom-
maghatta - third, fourth and
fifth phase. In the fourth and
fifth phase 288 2 BHK flats will
be constructed and in the third
phase 344 3 BHK flats will be

constructed. In Kanminike-
fifthphase,2803BHKflatswill
be constructed and at Val-
legerahalli 360 3 BHK flats will
be constructed.

These flats will be much big-
ger in size when compared to
the existing 2BHK and 3BHK
flats. Theflat sizehas increased
because of the demand from
middle and upper-middle class
families, the official added.

The new 2 BHK flats will
measure 800 sqft compared to
theearlier600sqftcarpetarea.
Flats in Valagerahalli, will be
900 sqft and at Kommaghatta
and Kanminike the 3BHK flats
will be 1200 sqft compared to
theearlier800sqft flats.AtVal-
legerahalli the 3BHK flats will
measure 1500 sqft.

Flat rates will be decided at
a later stage, depending upon
the details finalised and ap-
provedbythebuilderandBDA.
The apartment complexes will
be built using pre-cast technol-
ogy and in-Situ method.The in-
teriors of the flats will also
change as the carpet area is
bigger and it will depend upon
the design approved by the
builders and BDA.

The official pointed that no
new one BHK flats will be con-
structed because the demand
is less. “People are demanding
more 2 and 3 BHKs. Besides
there are 1 BHK flats which
BDA has already notified,but
with few takers,” the official
added.
DH News Service

BDA to build 1,300 more flats

Devotees make a beeline for the Beereshwara temple on Mysuru Road (left) and Adichunchanagiri Mutt
(right) on the occasion of Shivaratri. Ancient temples - Kadu Malleswara (Malleswaram), Someshwara
(Halasuru), Gavi Gangadhareshwara (Gavipuram), Kashi Vishveshwara (Avenue Road) - were among
those that attracted crowds. Holy water of the Ganga was distributed in some of the shrines. DH PHOTOS

Shiva pervades

Share a ride with Yopickup,
the car-pooling mobile app
Niveditha Jain

BENGALURU, DHNS: The
alarming levels of air pollution
and traffic chaos in the City
have prompted a few citizens
to create a mobile app that en-
courages ride-sharing and car-
pooling. “This concept allows
people to share rides with
friends, colleagues or anyone
they choose. This helps share
fuel charge, reduce traffic, air
pollution and dust allergy,”said
Vijayanand, founder of Yopick-
up - Instant ride-sharing, who
initiated the idea.

Speaking to Deccan Herald,
Vijayanandsaidthathewasup-
set about the heavy traffic and
the increasing pollution. Peo-
ple travelling alone in their
four-wheelers and the endless
traffic gave birth to the idea of
this app. After discussing the
idea with friends and col-
leagues, it took Vijayanandand
his team of five a month to de-
velop the app.

“We can save lots of road
space if we share our empty
seats incars/bikes.Notonlywill
itreducetraffic,butalsoreduce
pollution. The app is available
on Android platform. It’s been
justafewweeksandwealready
have more than 500 users.
Soon, we are going to release

the app for iOS and Windows
platforms,” he added.

Demonstrating the app, the
team members explained that
on downloading, one can find
ridesontheirroutebyselecting
the source and destination on
the app.

“People traveling in the
same route can share a ride.
The app allows sharing even if
the travel is in-between the
route. They can see the details
of the ride sharer and request
for the ride with a single tap.
Once the request is accepted,
they can share a ride at the
specified time.”

One can offer a ride by fol-
lowingthesameprocedureand
get paid for offering to pick-up
anddropco-riders.Keepingse-
curity in mind, the app allows
users to match with the people
they know and avoid travelling
with strangers.

“The app can be down-
loaded on the link
(https://goo.gl/sc3gkq),” Vi-
jayanand said.

During a survey of an illegal
layout, the district authori-
ties chanced upon these
sand units and raided them.

POORNAPRAJNA,
ORRCA PRESIDENT:
Once the permission is
granted, we plan to in-
troduce the project on
a pilot basis this month
with one or two com-
panies and start a full-
fledged service in six
months
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