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BENGALURU,DHNS: Ateam
ofvolunteersfromPeoplefor
Animals (PFA) rescued and
rehabilitatedadisplacedjun-
gle cat from Yelahanka New
Town in the wee hours of
Wednesday morning.

The PFA received a call
aroundmidnightonTuesday
from a resident who had
gone searching for his miss-
ing turkey. Based on a com-
plaint from residents, res-
cuers Somu, Harish and
Pavan rushed to Yelahanka
New Town equipped with a
catcher and kennel. They
found the jungle cat inside a
sewage passageway.

The informer said he
found the cat preying on the
bird. Out of fear, he had
closed the other end of the
tunnel with plywood planks
and alerted the PFA shelter.

The PFA team placed the
kennelinsidethepassageway
to minimise the risk of being
attacked by the adult jungle
cat.Therescuersthenplaced
wooden planks to close the
gapsbetweenthecatandthe
kennel. After nearly two
hours of repeated attempts,
the rescuers were able to get
the cat into the kennel.

“At one point, the jungle
cat was inside the kennel. By
the time we tried to close the
lid, the swift animal escaped.
This happened twice. We
werenomatchforitsreflexes
and dexterity,”said Harish.

Junglecatsareararesight-
ing and in nearly three years,
only three other adult jungle
cats have been rescued by
PFA. As the cat was healthy,
it was released into a con-
ducivehabitatawayfromhu-
man habitation on Wednes-
day, Harish added.

CID ordered to
probe multi-crore
scam in private firm
Company,
bankofficials
accusedof
Rs200-crore
fraud
Jagadish Angadi

BENGALURU: The state po-
lice chief has directed the
Criminal Investigation De-
partment (CID) to probe a
multi-crore financial scam in
a city-based private firm.

As many as 11 officials of
Metal Closures Private Limit-
ed, including its chief finance
officer(CFO)andstaff of acon-
sortium of nationalised banks
such as SBI, Punjab National
Bank, Corporation Bank and
UCO Bank, have been accused
of misappropriating the com-
pany’s funds worth Rs 200
crore.

Thepolicehavetakenupcas-
es of violation of the Foreign
Exchange Regulation Act, con-
spiracy, cheating, theft and the
Prevention of Corruption of
Act.

“We have received an order
to probe the case from the Di-
rector General and Inspector
General of Police Om Prakash.
We will form a team, unearth
the nexus and financial losses
and take stringent action
against the suspects,” IGP
(Economic Offences) He-
manth Nimbalkar told Deccan
Herald.

Prashanth Hegde, manag-
ing director of Metal Closures,
lodged a complaint with the
Ashoknagar police on July 22,
2015.

He had named CFO Ma-
hesh, DCFO Yogesh K Ural,
AGM (accounts) Achchut KS,
secretary to MD Bharathi B S,
executive Vinod Kumar, senior
manager (Finance) Rajendra
BR, AGM(Finance) Prahalada
Rao, seniormanager (Imports)
Roney Jacob D’Souza, AGM
(Materials) Nagesh, Manju-
nath, Vijay and others. The po-
lice top brass decided to order
a CID probe considering the
huge financial misappropria-
tion, the CID police said.

MetalClosures,manufactur-
er of packing products for a
number of international
brands in food, beverages, bat-

tery, jackets, flashtorches,shoe
care, etc, had three manufac-
turing units in Bengaluru
(1977), Kunigal (1992) and Hi-
machal Pradesh (2006).
Things were fine till Adishesha
was the CFO but they went
awry months after Mahesh
took over. Prashanth Hegde
felt the shortage of working
capital andtookstockof thesit-
uation and was shocked to see
huge misappropriation, police
said.

The suspects used Rs 75
crore as a letter of credit,
placed orders using duplicate
documents, procured materi-
als from Japan and China and
sold them to rival firms and
others.

They forged Hegde’s signa-
tureandotherdocuments,con-
nived with bank officials and
diverted the funds. They also
used the real-time gross settle-
ment(RTGS)facilityandtrans-
ferred funds, said the cops.

“The bankers tried to fix ac-
countability on me when I
raised the matter with them.
They violated all norms and
sanctioned funds based on
forged cheques and docu-
ments. There was no action by
the bank even after complaints
to the chief vigilance officers of
all the banks. Finally, I moved
the Debt Recovery Tribunal
against the banks and sought
claims. I lodged the complaint
with the Ashoknagar police as
the suspects started threaten-
ing me,” Hedge told Deccan
Herald.

The police arrested Mahesh
and he was remanded in judi-
cial custody.

Due to the financial misap-
propriation, all the three units
were shut down and about 750
employees lost their jobs. The
employees now anticipate a
speedy probe by the CID and
action against the culprits so
that the three units are restart-
ed and they get back to work.
DH News Service

Mahesh

G Manjusainath

BENGALURU: For K Manjula
of Chikka Kallasandra, the in-
crease in tax for her residen-
tial property was more than
double the amount she paid
last year. She paid Rs 14,370
as property tax last year but
this year the tax has gone up
to Rs 30,818.

A stunned Manjula said,
“It’s mind-boggling and way
beyond my expectation. I had
read news reports that the
hike for residential properties
may not exceed 50-60%. A
100% increase is just extor-
tion.”

The Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike (BBMP) ini-
tially insisted that it had hiked
the property tax by just 20%
but as taxation zones have
been changed drastically, the
minimum increase in property
tax is 50% for almost 95%
properties.

When contacted, Deputy
Commissioner (Revenue) of
BBMP, M Venkatachalapathy,
wondered whether such an in-
crease was possible.

“We had estimated the hike
at 50% but 100% increase in
property tax is something we
never thought about. We may
need to look into this case,”he
said.

Meanwhile, the civic body
continues to face system-gen-
erated technical problems
though tax collection began
on Tuesday. On the first day
itself, 3,800-odd owners paid
Rs 4 crore in property tax.

“If somebody has paid more
tax because of any technical
problem, the excess amount
will be refunded. If the pay-
ment was made online, the ex-
cess amount will be deposited
online. If the payment was
made in cash, the refund will
be made by cheque,” Venkat-
achalapathy said.
DH News Service

The jungle cat that was res-
cued by a team from Peo-
ple For Animals in Yela-
hanka New Town in the city
on Wednesday. DH PHOTO

Animalactivists
rescuejungle
catfromsewer

Naveen Menezes

BENGALURU: Located to the
south of Bellandur Lake on
the Outer Ring Road, De-
varabisanahalli Lake is
spread over 13.45 acres
(5.45 hectares). Strikingly
similar to the city’s other
water bodies, the lake em-
bodies the effect of unprece-
dented urbanisation and
concentrated developmen-
tal activities.

A research team led by Prof
T V Ramachandra of the Indi-
an Institute of Science has pre-
pared the technical report ‘De-
varabisanahalli lake: Path
towardsecologicalrestoration’,
that calls for immediate action
and underlines the issue of en-
croachment and pollution.

The latest study report con-
sists of data from the field, sur-

veys,physico-chemicalanalysis
of water and bathymetric
analysis and goes on to high-
light the present status of De-
varabisanahalli lake.

“The lake has an area of 5.45
hectares (revenue map) with a
water spread of 4.4 hectares.
At least 1.31 acres of the lake
has been encroached upon,”
the study reveals.

Based on the field data, it
was found that the current
depth of the lake varies from
nearly 0 metre (near the up-
stream) to about 1.6 metres
near the outlet.

Thecurrentstoragecapacity
of the lake is about 48,863 cu-
bic metres. However, the sur-
vey of the topographic map il-
lustrated that the maximum
depth of the lake in the 1970s
was more than 2.5 metres near
the outlet and the full storage
capacity of the lake was about

72,588 cubic metres.
The study not only found the

water to be highly polluted, but
also found that a large quantity
of silt or sediment was deposit-
ed in the lake. The report puts
the economic value of the sed-
iment between Rs 5.93 and 13
crore.

The study recommends the
removal of the sediment de-
posited in the lake through de-
silting by means of wet dredg-
ing.

It also suggests that the
sludge from the inlets (with a
nutrient ratio of C: 23.77% and
N: 2.38 %) could be used as ma-
nure in floriculture, horticul-
ture or agriculture.

Despite the lake having too
many custodians (BBMP, BDA,
Lake Development Authori-
ty...), very little effort has been
made to protect these lakes.
The report observes that the

Devarabisanahalli Lake: Avictim
ofunplannedurbanisation
Rampantpollution,encroachmentchoking thewaterbody

BENGALURU: Bengaluru’s sen-
ior architects who discussed
their five-decade journey, on
Wednesday focussed on how
the city was losing its glory and
heritage.

Architect Naresh
Narasimhan, who was part of
the discussion “Bangalore to
Bengaluru”onWednesdaysaid
Bengaluruhasnothingtoboast
of in terms of heritage. “There
are not more than 300 build-
ings in the City that are 100
years old. In the last 15 years,
about 100 buildings of histori-
cal value were destroyed, with
scant respect for their past,”he
said at a nine-day festival ‘De-
signuru’, organised by the In-
stitute of Indian Interior De-
signers (IID) at MG Road
Boulevard.

Senior architect Renu Mis-
try, who was one of the panel-
lists, added that the city should
do its best to take care of its in-
herent value at least now. Oth-
ercountries,especiallyEurope,
are attractive because of their
heritage buildings, whereas In-
dia is losing them, she pointed
out. Architect K Jaisim of
Fountainhead also expressed

displeasure over how the city
had transformed over the
years, without retaining places
of history. “Only the State Cen-
tral Library in Cubbon Park
has been retained while the old
Town Hall’s interiors were de-
stroyed despite opposition,”he
said.

Earlier, panellists recalled
their journey as architects. Oc-
togenarian PK Venkatarama,
a well-known architect said, in
the early days, people good in
sketching chose architecture
as art was an indispensable
part of the profession. Its dif-
ferent these days, he said.

TMThomas,principalarchi-
tect of Thomas Associates said
it was important to transmit
the idea, while the medium
could be anything. “While wa-
tercolour was part of architec-
ture then, computers have re-
placedit.Thoroughknowledge
of software was important for
people of this generation,” he
said andadded,“Thechallenge
istounderstandwhatourclient
wants more than our ideas.
Meeting that demand is a
painful process,” he opined.
DH News Service
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Problems
■ Sustained inflow of untreated sewage
■ Encroachment

■ Loss of interconnectivity
■ Sedimentation (Due to silt transport with land cover

changes in the catchment)

■ Invasive macrophytes

Solutions
■ Removal of accumulated sediment
■ Mapping of lake boundary and removal of all encroach-

ments

■ Sludge (at inlets) has nutrient value - use it as manure
■ Let out only treated sewage to the lake

■ Restoration of wetlands
■ Introduction of native species of fish

■ Regular monitoring of lake water quality
■ Regular harvesting of macrophytes

■ Ban on introducing exotic fish species in the lake
■ Restrictions on solid waste disposal on the lake bed

■ Installation of water fountains
■ Introducing ducks

Benefits
■ Groundwater recharge
■Meeting water demand of surrounding residential colony

■ Clean groundwater
■ Maintaining green cover in the lake catchment

uncoordinated pattern of ur-
ban growth has resulted in the
loss of ecologically-sensitive
wetlands.

“The principal reason is lack
of good governance and irre-
sponsibility of decision mak-
ers,” it states.

Across four decades (1973 to
2013), the urban areas of the
city have undergone a growth
of 925%. This has resulted in a
sharp decline of natural re-
sources - 78% decline of trees
and79%ofwaterbodies,which
indicates unplanned urbanisa-

tion in the city, the study notes.
The latest field survey of 105

wetlands reveals that 98% of
the lakes have been en-
croached by illegal buildings
(high rise apartments,
commercial buildings, slums
etc).

Afieldsurveyofall lakescon-
ducted in 2014 -15 shows that
nearly 90% of the lakes are
sewage-fed, 38% are surround-
ed by slums and 82% showed a
loss of catchment area, the
study states.
DH News Service

WHITHER PLANNING? There has been little effort to protect the lake despite the presence of
several custodians. DH FILE PHOTO

Sabotage act?

Thick smoke engulfs KR Market as unidentified persons set fire to garbage on Wednesday. DH PHOTO

Senior architects
bemoan loss of
Bengaluru’s heritage

People take a look at the architecture exhibition ‘PRAXIS
2016’ at the ‘Designuru’ festival at Rangoli Metro Art Center
on Wednesday. DH PHOTO

AAPends
hungerstrike
protestingACB
BENGALURU, DHNS: The
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
ended its eight-day-long
hungerstrikeagainstthefor-
mation of the Anti-Corrup-
tion Bureau (ACB) in the city
on Wednesday.

Police detained around
100 members, including six
activistswhowereonhunger
strike for eight days, when
they tried to lay siege Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah’s of-
ficial residence.

The members withdrew
their hunger strike on the in-
sistenceoffreedomfighterH
S Doreswamy, Delhi Chief
MinisterArvindKejriwaland
other party men.

Three AAP activists sus-
tained minor injuries when
police tried to prevent them
from setting out of Freedom
ParktowardsSiddaramaiah’s
residence.AAPsaidthey will
continuetheirprotestagainst
the government.

AAP working committee
members will meet to chalk
out their future course of ac-
tion against the government
as part of their continuous
campaignfordisbandingthe
ACB.

Activists condemned the
police for allegedly caning
them. They alleged that the
police manhandled those on
hungerstrike.AAPmembers
had launched the hunger
strike on March 8.

Citizens dispute
BBMP, say property
tax hiked by 100%

State files affidavit
in High Court on
police plaint authority
BENGALURU: Chief Secretary
Arvind Jadhav on Wednesday
submitted to the High Court
that State government is plan-
ning to amend the Karnataka
Police Act to bring the District
Police Complaint Authorities
(DPCAs) under the chairman-
ship ofthedeputycommission-
er (DC) instead of the regional
commissioner.

In an affidavit, the chief sec-
retary has stated that the gov-
ernment has also proposed to
change eligibility of member of
‘Retired Civil Servants’ from
not below the rank of joint sec-
retary to government to 'not
below the rank of Grade-1
Tahasildar’. The proposed
amendmentwillbebroughtbe-
fore the Legislature in the next
session.

Jadhav, in the affidavit, has
stated that the government has
already decided to provide of-
fice space for the DPCAs in the
DC office respective districts.
In case the office space is not
available, action would be tak-
en to identify alternative build-
ings to locate the DPCA there.

Further, with regard to the

relocation of the State Police
Complaint Authority (SPCA),
an alternative location has
been identified at the multisto-
ried buildings, which is easily
accessibletothegeneralpublic.
The SPCA office is currently
based at the Vikasa Soudha
building.

Justice A N Venugopala
Gowdarecordedthestatement
made in the affidavit, however,
he expressed his displeasure
saying that he was not com-
pletely satisfied with the steps
taken by the government in
creating the SPCA and the DP-
CAs.

The bench further observed
“It’s been close to 10 years now
since the Supreme Court has
taken the initiative to set up po-
lice complaint authority, but
the state government is woken
up now.”

The bench directed the gov-
ernment to comply with the or-
ders made during the previous
hearing to setup the SPCAs
and DPCAs and submit an ac-
tion taken report in the next
hearing on April 28, 2016.
DH News Service

Stadiumblast
case:HCorders
framingof
chargesagainst
accused
BENGALURU: The High Court
on Wednesday directed Ben-
galuru District and Sessions
Court to frame charges, in
three months, with regard to
the cases filed against the ac-
cused involved in the blast at
Chinnaswamy Stadium in the
city ahead of an IPL match in
2010.

Justice A V Chan-
drashekhara passed an order
stating that as the CCB (City
Crime Branch) has already
filed the charge sheet, the
charges have to be framed
within three months.

Bail rejected
The bench passed the order
while rejecting the bail to
accused number 14 in the
case, Fashi Mehmood, stating
that there are serious allega-
tions made against the ac-
cused and during the investi-
gation confidential details
have been gathered from the
accused. The hearing of the
case is yet to begin in the low-
er court.

At this juncture, it would not
be appropriate to grant the
bail, he noted.

Fashi Mehmood, an engi-
neer working in Saudi Arabia,
was arrested in Chim-
maswamy Stadium blast case
in 2012 and is under judicial
custody since then.

He has contended that base-
less allegations have been
made against him and that he
has already completed four
years of jail term and hence he
must be granted bail.

The bench rejected his bail
application and refused to
grant bail.
DH News Service

Train stoppage

»Train No 22695/22696
Yeshwantpur-Jaipur–

Yeshwantpur Suvidha super-
fast Express will now have
two-minute stoppage at
Mandsar with effect from
April 7.

The train starting from
Yeshwantpur will arrive at
Mandsar at 10.42 pm and de-
part at 10.44 pm.

In the return direction, the
train starting from Jaipur will
arrive at Mandsar at 5.18 am
and depart at 5.20 pm, said an
official release here.

BJPcampaign
againstACB
BENGALURU,DHNS:TheBJP
on Wednesday launched a
state-wide campaign against
theformationofAnti-Corrup-
tion Bureau (ACB).

The campaign was
launched by BJP national
vice-president B S Yeddyu-
rappa at Kempegowda bus
stand.

Speaking on the occasion,
Yeddyurappa said Chief Min-
ister Siddaramaiah had
formed the ACB by weaken-
ingtheLokayuktaonlytopro-
tecthimselfandhisministers.
The campaign was not con-
fined to the BJP but was the
voice of the people, he said.


