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BENGALURU, DHNS: After so-
lar and wind energy, the gov-
ernmentis now focusing on
POWer generation from bio-
mass, especially in Bengaluru,
Where waste generation is
very high and management
poor.

Shashikumar, chairman of
the Karnataka Renewable En-
ergy Limited said the future of

‘renewable energy was solar
and biomass. While techno-
logical advances are happen-
ing with government schemes
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for solar panels, biomass is
also attracting the govern-
ment’s attention. Presently,
the demand for biomass to
generate electricity is more in
Belagavi, Raichur, Dayan-
agere and Haveri and very less
inBengaluru, .
Ameeting on how to pro-
mote and tap it will be held
with all stakeholders in anoth-
er 15 days. During the meet-
ing, government organisa-
tions where solar Panels will
be installed will be listed, like

government hostels, socia
welfare department offices
and the Vidhana Soudha.
The meeting assumes sig-
nificance in the wake of the
45th World Earth Dayon
April 22, focusing on renew-
able energy. The theme thig
yearis: It's our turn to Jead,
This year is important as
world leaders are coming to-
gether to sign a climate
change treaty, in which re-
newable energy playsa vital
role,

Bengaluru generates over
3,600 tonnes of waste per day,
of which 60-70 per cent s or-
ganic. This can be used to gen-
erate elecmcity ward wise,
which will also help in solid
waste management, If ade-
quate biomass and solar ener-
gy is generated, the city will
not have to depend on ther-
mal plants, said Prof TV Ra-
machandra from the Centre
for Ecological Sciences, TISc,
Bescom MD Pankajkumar
Pandey said biomass energy
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was being generated in Da-
vangere and other parts of
north Karnataka. Butno one
is generating power from bio-
mass within the city, Solar and
biomass energy are used up in
places where they are gener- .
ated. This reduces transmis-
sion loss, resulting in better
consumption. Given the
amount of waste produced in 3
biomass energyis a good op-
tion. BBMP is also coniing up
with such projects. But more
needs to be done, Pandey said.



