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Though there are
lakh commercial

establishments in the City, the
BBMP hasissued trade licences
to only 35,000 of them. Of
these, only 2,000 pay taxesreg-
ularly.

Palike Commissioner N Lak-
shminarayana said they had in-
troduced an online system to
enable unlicensed established
to register their businesses.
Those not falling in line will
have to pay heavy fine, he said.
Assistant Revenue Officers are
on thejob toverify compliance,
he added.

There have been several oth-
er instances of revenue leak.

For example, commercial es-
tablishments that are given li-
cences for photocopying pur-
poses, start selling mobile
phones and other electronic
goods, which come in'a higher
tax bracket. In such cases, taxes
from these outlets would bere-
worked toreflect change in na-
tureof business, he said.

Advertisement space

BBMP Additional Commis-
sioner (Advertising) Manju-
nath Swamy told Deccan Her-
ald that some outlets also sell
advertising space and the Pa-

work immerse Ganesha idols with the h|p o huge cranes at
‘Lake on Sunday. : .
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jorator’s remark on URA draws flak

RE: The remarks of
orator on Jnanapith

late U R Anan-
yinvited condemna-
the Congress coun-
uring the Palike
eeting on Saturday.
hamurthy’s words
. in tune with his
1is last days he might

.

have regretted the controver-
sies surrounding him,” BJP
corporator B V Ganesh said.
Soon, the Congress council-
lors took serious objection to
the comments and demanded
Ganesh to tender apology.
“He is just doing politics and
should be ashamed of making
such comments on the writer,”

-

they said.

The situation calmed down
after a two-minute silence was
observed as a mark of respect
to the departed soul.

The councillors sought to
name roads in the City after U
R Ananthamurthy and the late
Yoga GuruB K S Iyengar.
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like will ensure that such out-
lets are taxed for advertising
space as well.

Officials have estimated that
of the 35,000 registered out-
lets, some 15,000 use space

.available to them for advertis-

ing. -

_ Another area of concern is
that under the self-assessment
scheme, owners of commercial
establishments have largely
tended to undervalue their
property and business, so asto
paylesser tax. The BBMIP move
includes setting right this
anomaly too.

Bosky Khanna

BANGALORE: In the wake of
the recent incident of water
from Rayasandra lake flood-
ing the PES College campus
in Electronics City, experts
from Indian Institute of Sci-
ence (11Sc) warn that many
other parts of Bangalore are
prone to flooding as lake
beds and rajakaluves have
been encroached upon.

The Centre of Ecological Sci-
ences, I1Sc, had prepared are-
port on the pathetic condition
of lakes and stormwater drains
and submitted it to the govern-
ment in 2009. But experts
point out that the report lies in
cold storage and no corrective
measures have been taken so
far.

ior scientist, Energy and Wet-
land Research Centre, CES,
TISc, said: “We had prepared a
detailed survey of prime lakes
in Bangalore City. After this,
periodic surveys of some lakes
toowere conducted. Thelistin-
cludes Kempambudhi lake,
Sankey Tank, Agaram lake,
Varthur lake and Bellandur
lake, to name a few. Many
stormwater drains around
lakes and flowing through

main roads like Vittal Malya
Road were also studied. We
found that there was no change

Prof TV Ramachandra, sen- -

The BBMP had initially in-
tended to outsource the inspec-
tion to a private company. But
the response was poor and the
rates being quoted by them
were much higher than what
the Palike was prepared to pay.
Eventually, the move was
dropped and instead, the
BBMP roped in officials from
other departments for the job.
Health officials and other staff
who are usually on field duty
have been asked to double up
and check on commercial es-
tablishments.
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IISC experts warn of
more PES-like flooding

so far in anything. Bangalore
is prone to flooding because
lake boundaries have been
tampered with, stormwater
drains have been encroached
upon and outlets have also
been choked. Lake breaching
is not new to Bangalore and of-
ficials have not been serious
about it. The natural channels
have also been tampered with
leading to flooding even on City
roads.”

IISc experts also point out
that warnings issued by the In-
dian Meteorological Depart-
ment annually about heavy
downpour seem to have fallen
on deaf ears as there seem to
be no precautions taken. Re-
peated court and Lokayukta
orders also seem to have had
minimal effect. !

Reacting to this, Bruhat Ban-
galore Mahanagara Palike
Commissioner N Lakshmi-

naraya said PES College was-

not under BBMP limits. Thus
it was not for him to comment.
“In case of 55 lakes that are un-
der BBMP limits, I assure you
that nothing untoward will
happen as we have taken care
of everything. In case of lakes
handed over to BBMP (by the
Bangalore Development Au-
thority), we will ensure that
there are no encroachments
and other problems.”
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