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Environmental ignorance

Just 3.5 pc of citizens in City eco-

BANGALORE, DHNS: Just
3.5 per cent of citizens in
Bangalore are "environ-
mentally literate”, a door-
to-door survey conducted
by the Indian Institute of
Science (1ISc) inupmarket
areas |ike Malleswaram and
Rajajinagar has found.

‘Whart's more, ‘Garden Ciry’
has just one tree for six of its
citizens, the same as in Mum-
bai. In some areas of Banga-
lore, this ratiois evenless. The
shrinking green cover has
been attributed to unplanned
growthinthe lasc4-5years,
reflecting lack of concern for
environment even among de-
cision makers.

The survey covered 2,000
houses and the respondents,

including schoolchildren,
were asked to filla quesdon-
naire. The survey report tided
“Trees of Bangalore’wasre-
leased on Thursday by Prof T
V Ramachandra of Energy
and Wetands Research
Group, Cenwre for Ecological
Seiences, IISc. The survey was
conducred in coordination
with the Karnamka Stace Pol-
lution Control Board.

To sum it up, Bangalore has
a total of 14,78,412 rees while
Nagpur has 21,43,838, Mum-
bai19,17.844 and Navi Mum-
bai 4,78,120. The sparial ex-
tent of vegeration inareas
such as Chickper and Shivaji-
nagar is less than a hectare
while Varthur, Bellandur and
Agara have high vegetaton.
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Bangalore has atotal of 14,78,412 trees or just one tree for

While the City is spread across
741 sq kim, the area under veg-
etationisjust100.20 sq km. A
petson releases 383 kg of car-

six of its citizens, the same as in Mumbai. bH AILE PHOTO

bondioxidea year while atree
absorbs justsix kg ofthe gasa
year.

Vaman Acharya, chairman

Ao

of KSPCB, said there should
be a tree for every citizen. “We
will request the government
to make it the norm when we
submit the reportco it. We will

VAMAN ACHARYA,
KSPCB CHAIRMAN: We
will request the govern-
ment to make a norm

that there should be a
treefor every citizen.
We will urge the gov-
ernment to ensure that
threetrees are planted
for each tree lost

urge it to ensure that three
trees are planted and main-
tained for every ree lost. No
tree should henceforth be cur
for any infrasorucrure work

iterate, finds survey

without the consulrarion of
the BBMP, the Forest Depart-
ment, the KSPCB and the Ur-
ban Development Depart-
ment,” he said. “We have lost
enough trees to unplanned de-
velopment.”

Acharva further said die
KSPCB would recommend to
the government to plant crees
wherever spaceis available.
“Evena 3X3-foot space should
beused to planca sapling.
Small urban forests should be
created everywhere like in
Singapore where trees are
planted in every place avail-
able like aparoment complex-
es, commiercial areas, govern-
ment premises and vacant
land.”
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