
 M Raghuram Updated: September 08, 2018

109 SHARES FACEBOOK
 

TWITTER
 

REDDIT
 

SAVE

Tucked between the evergreen foothills of the Western Ghats and Arabian Sea, the

quaint Moodbidri town has embarked upon a fruitful journey of reviving its water bodies

- without any help from the government.

Alarmed by the rapidly-decreasing water levels, the town was faced with inevitable water

shortage. The way out? Revival of water bodies, which were earlier perennial.

Also Read: Kolar's Cry For Water Turns Specific: Send It Clean, After Bengaluru's Treated

Water Froths In District's Tanks

Moodbidri - also known as Jain Kashi for its famous Basadis, which are ancient Jain

heritage structures, and religious tourism - draws its domestic water from the

Puchchemogaru dam built across the Phalguni river.

HOME  >  NEWS  >  INDIA  >  Small Town Endeavour On Lake Regeneration In Karnataka Results In Big Time Success

21 Epic Perfectly Timed Photos
That Will Drop Your Jaw

Ad: Reportily

State Farm ® Here to help life go
right. ®

Ad: STATE FARM INSURANCE

Small Town Endeavour On Lake Regeneration In

Karnataka Results In Big Time Success

 NEWS SIGN IN / SIGN UP    

https://www.indiatimes.com/author/m-raghuram/
javascript:void(0)
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.indiatimes.com%2Fnews%2Findia%2Fsmall-town-endeavour-on-lake-regeneration-in-karnataka-results-in-big-time-success-352396.html&via=indiatimes&related=indiatimes&text=Small+Town+Endeavour+On+Lake+Regeneration+In+Karnataka+Results+In+Big+Time+Success
https://www.reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.indiatimes.com%2Fnews%2Findia%2Fsmall-town-endeavour-on-lake-regeneration-in-karnataka-results-in-big-time-success-352396.html&title=Small+Town+Endeavour+On+Lake+Regeneration+In+Karnataka+Results+In+Big+Time+Success
javascript:void(0);
https://www.indiatimes.com/news/india/kolar-s-cry-for-water-turns-specific-send-it-clean-after-bengaluru-s-treated-water-froths-in-district-s-tanks-350827.html
https://www.indiatimes.com/
https://www.indiatimes.com/news/
https://www.indiatimes.com/news/india/
https://ade.clmbtech.com/evnt/click.htm?r=ZTFlMGE2NDgtYWY0ZS00OTI4LWEyYjgtMTg0N2U2ZDE0NTQ0LTFzamFjOjI1OTcxMTphbGwsaGtmLDluajoyMzQzMTExMDoyOjM5ODY4Mjc6MTgxMDowOjA6Mi43MjowOjE6MTo2MzM3NDo2MzM3NDo6OjI6MTY5LjU0LjYuMjIxOk1vemlsbGEvNS4wIChYMTE7IExpbnV4IHg4Nl82NCkgQXBwbGVXZWJLaXQvNTM3LjM2IChLSFRNTCwgbGlrZSBHZWNrbykgQ2hyb21lLzY4LjAuMzQ0MC4xMDYgU2FmYXJpLzUzNy4zNjo6MC4wOjE6MDo6NjoxOjA6MDo0Ojo6MTUzNzQ0NTY5ODk0NDpmYWxzZTow&fpc=196bfc69-a489-4ae3-8079-3d49af5a4af6-1sjio&i=F41e151r225&s=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.indiatimes.com%252Fnews%252Findia%252Fsmall-town-endeavour-on-lake-regeneration-in-karnataka-results-in-big-time-success-352396.html&u=%2F%2Ftrends.revcontent.com%2Fclick.php%3Fd%3D2GW8a3%252BDjVThY4%252BcFwI%252BP5aDFK1VC4rnU0T%252B3Ovgh5mSB9DjOqeXSiJj4Zw8wdRZBYBacNUHaLIopfkXx17mLigDvxATVXXeKWSPKRSLXG%252B8%252BeVgnGTKBtPpW0ejo77PGCqCwzEUwyc3WShgYVMdoxFRg%252BLUrCxXzQ7nzKlHG2C%252FsG2ig2nfOx%252FTAUU1GL4gqwpYqAKp3Ikshdbl%252BjNZ3L9fiNYkx7pucsvN%252FEYED1tL%252BpZ%252BeaoenffISjuxFFErNQlHgpxtxpboM%252B1IB1Hi%252FOT9KnPTazCdHWkELLa7L5hrB26t%252FYw9B06A%252FT9Uc9LJKQKLbhi%252F7uvYHW0PXqwGQnGVg6WeEAtKqWTpvY7s%252F5KOZK3BPJuv0XC1EywRtM1lU72UY9%252BkPSWXUl1yr1Gw6%252BK3o1Iskl6vqQwWTM3fzydAyfXDUXJIxpaUTWfmlFJ4VjD9Oio7Ip43gP7bxf9Z4LLNQYqXiJlnkJoa%252BlQWfizTyk53e5uqpJHDjdcKahLRJcYUOGChIX6enq5CHS0WFVD7tD0UenXGaDaSeKfRnEGumSElBgu9ctp4Nr8%252FiwKAR7K8ynJwaNcycRvPVK55fDtPKKqu%252BfiYh8%252B%252B%252F%252BGDkjQ6dA%252FH8slsunzUqlalf5cvKUomZ5md416VUpbKcnOaVlPCja2saEU9hBKhtnb8jnETqcV%252Fz8JPcOspdn9LQyEmXS%252FSq8s%252FKZTk8NR2V5pY15sLZJJz7eRxNiJyk7h2WhfYKMu%252BwtEZ7SxZjw4yQf9ZvE6tIHnqLPkuyG8lSVtnfwpW6WIoSNV70oslhfOm56jM88dHH2HaTTY0sl238YR8mhpOsl%252FW4LcCH3rOMr6aIMV2CtsV962WB8qfjSzPOgHxnjcgLsHNUDdK%252FWPbvDvl6NtkC8VhOaaPMRVUm3WBqrQ8auFhyxcPcDKCNUWz1QLKawKWXM3sPOsGgR%252F4Adx9
https://ade.clmbtech.com/evnt/click.htm?r=ZTFlMGE2NDgtYWY0ZS00OTI4LWEyYjgtMTg0N2U2ZDE0NTQ0LTFzamFjOjI1OTcxMTphbGwsaGtmLDluajoyNDgxNzAxNjoxOjQxMDk4MjI6MTgxMDowOjA6MjcuOTYwMDAwMDAwMDAwMDA0OjA6MToxOjExOTE6MDo6OjI6MTY5LjU0LjYuMjIxOk1vemlsbGEvNS4wIChYMTE7IExpbnV4IHg4Nl82NCkgQXBwbGVXZWJLaXQvNTM3LjM2IChLSFRNTCwgbGlrZSBHZWNrbykgQ2hyb21lLzY4LjAuMzQ0MC4xMDYgU2FmYXJpLzUzNy4zNjo6MC4wOjA6MDo6NjoxOjA6MDo0Ojo6MTUzNzQ0NTY5ODk0NDpmYWxzZTo2OTIyOQ&fpc=196bfc69-a489-4ae3-8079-3d49af5a4af6-1sjio&i=F41e151r225&s=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.indiatimes.com%252Fnews%252Findia%252Fsmall-town-endeavour-on-lake-regeneration-in-karnataka-results-in-big-time-success-352396.html&u=https%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Fclk%2F425709392%3B224076205%3Be
javascript:void(0);
https://www.indiatimes.com/
https://www.indiatimes.com/news/
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0);
https://www.indiatimes.com/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.indiatimes.com%2Fnews%2Findia%2Fsmall-town-endeavour-on-lake-regeneration-in-karnataka-results-in-big-time-success-352396.html&via=indiatimes&related=indiatimes&text=Small+Town+Endeavour+On+Lake+Regeneration+In+Karnataka+Results+In+Big+Time+Success
https://www.reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.indiatimes.com%2Fnews%2Findia%2Fsmall-town-endeavour-on-lake-regeneration-in-karnataka-results-in-big-time-success-352396.html&title=Small+Town+Endeavour+On+Lake+Regeneration+In+Karnataka+Results+In+Big+Time+Success
https://www.reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.indiatimes.com%2Fnews%2Findia%2Fsmall-town-endeavour-on-lake-regeneration-in-karnataka-results-in-big-time-success-352396.html&title=Small+Town+Endeavour+On+Lake+Regeneration+In+Karnataka+Results+In+Big+Time+Success


M RAGHURAM

“We realised that we could not depend on the river forever. So, we started looking

inwards and found out that the 18 water bodies that were feeding our town for

centuries could be our hope”, says Dr. Muralikrishna, the motivating force behind this

social movement. 
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“With the help of a few social service clubs, we found out that these 18 water bodies

were located in the right places to hold rainwater. The excess water would flow into the

other tanks using conduits, channels, and abutments and revetments (structures that

can hold water by the side of another water body) that have been built in the past. Our

only job was to desilt the tanks, clean them up, and help the rainwater get stored,” he

added. 

Also Read: Reviving Naulas, The Ancient Water Temples Of The Kumaon Himalayas

This initiative is one of the biggest lake revival and rejuvenation programmes in this part

of the country.

Minor water bodies coming back to life
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In 2017, the Mohalla Kere tank became one of the first water bodies to be rejuvenated.

Located on a plot of 1.7 acres, the lake is now brimming with clean, usable water.

According to historian professor Pundikai Ganapayya Bhat, the tank has been dry for

over two centuries now. 

The Mohalla ward is particularly significant, since it has a total of three water bodies -

Basadi Kere, Ankasaley Kere and Mohalla Kere. “These three water bodies in one ward

can provide water to the entire ward for over 45 days, and also provide for open and

dug wells in the vicinity as well.

Also Read: How Edible Cutlery Can Solve India’s Water And Plastic Problem

The Ankasaley Kere has enough water veins and can be a perennial water source if

deepened and widened," says Dr Livingston C Soans, also known fondly as the

Waterman, for his use of pineapple cultivation through drip irrigation and his efforts to

save the Kadalakere tank from extinction.
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The initiatives taken up by the Moodbidri locals has resulted in beneficial rewards. Over

100 dug wells now have enough water to feed an additional 200 families, along with the

daily water supply to the 100 households they initially supported, claims Dhananjay, a

local think tank.

Also Read: In Assam's Karimganj, Residents Are Forced To Source Drinking Water From

Puddles

“Dug wells, bogs, and other minor water bodies are also coming back to life. The revival

of all 18 tanks will cut our dependency on the Puchchemogaru dam for domestic use by

at least 50 per cent. It will also take care of at least 35 per cent of Moodbidri’s drinking

water needs”, claims Dr. L. C. Soans.
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Encouraged by the runaway success of Mohalla Kere, the group headed by Dr.

Muralikrishna took up renovation of the multi-level water body, Uliya Kere, in December,

2017.

“The system of holding the water in different tanks nearby was already in place. All we

had to do was to open up the channels and desilt the tanks. Now, we have not one but

three tanks full of fresh water," says Dr. Muralikrishna.
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The successful implementation and execution of the plan was made possible through

collective effort and participation, along with the help of large organisations like Rotary

and Dharmasthala temples.

The future for such plans is bright, yet challenging. They have identified Subhashnagar

Kere for the next summer, according to Dr. Muralikrishna.

“Reviving and maintaining these water bodies with people’s participation has been a

herculean task. In some places like Ankasalay, there were no traces of a tank. Large

portions did not show the legal boundaries, but we had to dig and expose the

boundaries to establish the legality.
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We had to convince the people living around the place of the importance of revival of

the tanks. Today, we have the full support of the people living around all 18 water bodies

in Moodbidri,” he explains.

Students of the Jain Junior College, Dhavala College, and the Mahaveera College of

Moodbidri have helped in creating awareness about the importance of reviving tanks

and keeping them free of debris and pollution. 

Demands for replicating the project statewide
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Professor Bhat explained that Mohalla Kere had become defunct and filled with waste

over the last 50 years due to bad maintenance and urbanisation. “Though the tank was

overgrown beyond recognition, the fully-revived Mohalla Kere is a testimony to what

combined efforts can achieve”, he says.

“Gowri Kere, which is on the higher level of the town, has water till the end of March and

if revived, can hold water for a longer period. The tank should be the next candidate for

revival,” adds Professor Bhat.

ADVERTISEMENT

Currently, Moodbidri is drawing four million litres of water from the Puchchemogaru

dam. During summer and tourist season, the water consumption jumps by 30%. Apart

from Ankasaley, Uliya Kere and Gowri Kere, Moodbidri residents are also planning to

revive Kadedabettu, Kalyani Kere, Basavana Kaje, and Aramane Bagilu Kere.
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M RAGHURAM

An International Lake Conference held in 2016 had lauded the plans drawn up by the

committee. Experts, including Dr. T V Ramachandra of Centre for Environmental Sciences

at Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru, had recommended that the central

government constitute a 'Paryavaran Aayog', along the lines of NITI Aayog. 

The conference also recommended identification of ecologically-sensitive units (at

Panchayat levels) as per Section 3 of the Environment (Protection) Act 1986 (EPA), to

improve ecosystem health through location-specific conservation practices such as the

one in seen in Moodbidri. This could be helpful for Karnataka government, which has

failed to adequately manage Bengaluru lakes—particularly the Bellandur lake. 

The author is a Mangaluru-based freelance writer.
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