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Bengaluru, once known as the “Garden City”, is rapidly losing its green cover. While authorities are shrugging

their responsibilities off, it is up to the citizen to raise awareness about the issue. One such incident came to

light last week.

24 trees were cut down for better visibility of a particular billboard near Sarjapur flyover. It was Sobha Limited
who put up the bill board. A responsible citizen, Naveen Krishnappa, saw chopped trees on the divider. “| knew
about other instances when trees were cut to make billboards more visible especially in this area,” Naveen

told The Logical Indian.

blur Park

The green arrow shows where the trees were planted ()

Last year, 17 trees were poisoned with acid and 13 trees were p  :d to make way for a clear view of an
iPhone hoarding near Marathalli. It was found that the billboard was put up illegally. The billboards were pulled

down but the trees could not be revived.

Naveen says, ‘I felt disappointed with the way the environment was being hurt and decided to raise my voice
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<against U\e rampant cutting.” He made his own ppsters and(did a peaceful protest against the)cutting of tregs.
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Naveen protesting against cutting of trees ()

Vijay Nishanth, an environmentalist and tree doctor, says that the particular area is infamous for such
incidents. “We have spt  1to the authorities who give permission to erect billboards. We told them to
suggest places for the hoardings that would not be in the same line as trees. | feel very sad to see that they

are being chopped like this at night when nobody is paying attention.”

He says that an FIR was filed. Many citizens also came forward to help with the protest. The trees that were

cut could be revived with proper fungicide. Many citizens including children came together to revive the trees.
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«The billlmard was(taken down after the outrage. ‘)/ijay said at the Lokayukta, he will demand e>§emplary +H >
punishment for the builder to discourage other companies from committing such acts. Reacting to the

criticism, Sobha Limited said that they are not responsible for the incident.
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